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Welcome to the Kerry PPN Weekly newsletter packed
with information, funding opportunities, community
events and upcoming public consultations. Please  share
this newsletter with your group so all members can keep
up to date. 
 
If a group member would like to subscribe directly to the
newsletter please ask them to email their name and
email address to ppn@kerrycoco.ie
 
Due to the ongoing work to rule, we are only in a
position to share local community news. We
apologise for any inconvenience it may cause.
 
To have your community event included in our upcoming
newsletter please email the details to ppn@kerrycoco.ie

Kind Regards
 
Caroline and Kathy.

Tel:0874888360 / 0667183686  Email:
ppn@kerrycoco.ie
Website: www.kerryppn.ie
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Have you news or an event
you would like to share?

The Kerry Public Participation Network (PPN) is a
network of 1,000+ community & voluntary, social

inclusion and environmental groups in Kerry.

We connect Kerry County Council with our member
groups facilitating community participation in local

government decision making. We work to make sure
our member groups have a say on local issues that

concern them. 

Check out more information at:

Write to us at: Áras an Chontae, Ratass, Tralee, Co.
Kerry, V92H7VT

Kerry PPN Update
Due to the ongoing work to rule,
we are only in a position to share
local community news.

We apologise for any
inconvenience it may cause.

Community News

Fire Safety Advice For Fire
Safety Week 2026

Ensure your smoke alarm works well by:

1. Testing it every Tuesday, test the smoke alarm by
pushing and holding the test button until it activates.

2. Changing the battery when needed and never borrow
batteries.

3. Cleaning the casing every six months.
4. Replacing the alarm every ten years.

You can find more advice and a video on what to look out
for to keep you and your community safe:
https://www.fireireland.ie/fire-safety/fire-safety-week-
2026/

 

Update from Listowel
Autism Friendly town

It has been a busy month for the committee:

20 businesses / organisations accredited as autism
friendly champions. 10 more are being supported to
help them achieve champion status.
The Listowel Races Family Day -  We were delighted
to be part of the Listowel Races Harvest Festival
Family Day. Supporting the autistic community by
being available & providing a quiet space, ear
defenders & fidget items if needed.
Attended Kerry Community Awards - We were a
finalist in the Inclusive Community category of the
Kerry Community awards.
Cora O'Brien, Máire Logue & Dawn Harnett attended
the awards event at The Rose Hotel, Tralee.
What a surprise when we were named as the winner! 
It’s an honour to receive the award as it recognises
the hard work of the Committee & the Champions who
are making Listowel a community where EVERYONE
belongs 
The committee celebrated their win with a fabulous
cake provided by Garvey's Supervalu Listowel

If you want to see more, their social media for updates

Facebook

Instagram

 

Volunteer Opportunity:
National Circus Festival of

Ireland
When: 5th–8th November
Where: Tralee, Co. Kerry – Munster Technological
University, Siamsa Tíre Theatre and locations throughout
the town

Ever wanted to join the circus? Here’s your chance!

Volunteers are needed for the National Circus Festival
of Ireland, taking place in Tralee from 5th to 8th
November.

Volunteers will be required to support activities at
Munster Technological University and Siamsa Tíre
Theatre. Help is also needed for the Tom Crean –
Endurance Over Ice exhibition, including the movement
of the ice sculpture through the streets of Tralee.

If you’d like to be part of the Circus Crew and help bring
this exciting festival to life, find out more and sign up.

Further Information

 

Volunteer at Buds
Bud's Resource Centre Ballyduff is looking for volunteers
under the following positions:

After Schools Positions
Creche and Pre-school
Reception
Parent & Community Supports
Fundraising
Kitchen and Café Duties
Administration and IT

It is a fantastic social aspect and a way of making new
friendships

It is very fulfilling and satisfying to support a cause that
helps others. You will be part of a welcoming, supportive
and dynamic tea. 98% of people who volunteer say it
makes them a happier person.

You will get experience and learn new skills, or maybe
develop on skills you already have. This is helpful if you
wish to pursue a career in social/ childcare/ community/
family support areas. Also, prospective employers like to
see volunteering on CVs

It is great fun!

 

Movember 2026
Movember 2026 runs from November 1 to November 30,
2026, with the official global campaign themed "Make a
Growmitment" to raise funds and awareness for men's
mental health, suicide prevention, prostate cancer, and
testicular cancer.

For more details, check out: https://movember.com/

 

Make a Teddy. Spread a little
Joy

Could your teddy become the next star of Today?

The Irish Countrywomen’s Association (ICA) and RTÉ
Today Show are joining forces for a brand-new
nationwide Teddy Bear Competition — and we want to
see your creativity! 

Whether you knit, sew, crochet, patchwork, upcycle or
simply get creative, make a teddy with plenty of
personality and let your imagination run wild. 

Your teddy must be no more than 15 inches / 40cm in
length.

There’s a fantastic prize for the overall winner: a two-
night stay away + a Hisense Smart Washing Machine!

And there’s a lovely feel-good twist — all suitable teddies
entered will be donated to charities across Ireland. 

12 semi-finalists will have the chance to appear on
Today, with four finalists making it through to the Grand
Final .

HOW TO ENTER

Send your finished teddy to:

The ICA Today Show Teddy Bear Competition

An Grianán Adult Education College

Termonfeckin

Co. Louth

A92 X9TF

Entries must arrive by Friday 23 October 2026.

Get those needles and hooks at the ready — your teddy
could be the next Teddy Bear star of Today!

Entry Form

Terms and Conditions

Upcoming Events

Kenmare MD

Kenmare Drop-In
Information mornings

Recovery Haven's Kenmare Community Outreach
Service is coming up!

Be sure to pop in for a cuppa, meet their staff and learn
about the free supports and services available to those
affected by cancer from Recovery Haven Kerry

Dates: Tuesday November 10th

Time:10am - 12.30pm

Where: Kenmare Community Nursing Unit, Hospital
Road, Dromneavane, V93 AW24

Contact them at: 066 719 2122 or
reception@recoveryhavenkerry.com

 

Kenmare Memory Café
When: Tuesday 27th October, 11am - 12.30pm

Where: The Lansdowne Hotel Kenmare, Main St. V93
YRC8

Guest Speaker: Pharmacist Angela Brosnan from Vital
Pharmacy (Brosnan's) Kenmare. Speaking about tips for
staying well through cold & flu season and more

Followed by refreshments and a singsong with the
talented Suzanne and Tracy - song requests welcome!

For more information, contact Niamh Muphy at
niamh.murphy@alzheimer.ie or 087 216 5104

 

Cahersiveen Coffee 'n' Chat
When: Wednesday 28th October, 11am - 1pm

Where: Kerry Coast Hotel, Frank's Bistro - 8/9 Church
Streetm Cashersiveen V23 RV07

Come for a chat, Stay for the company!

Everyone is welcome!

For more information, contact Niamh Muphy at
niamh.murphy@alzheimer.ie or 087 216 5104

Killarney MD

Sean Chairde Kerry Annual
Social and Information Day

Sean Chairde Kerry are holding their annual social and
information Day on

Thursday 22nd October 2026 in the Gleneagle Hotel
Muckross Road, Killarney V93 V6WF

The theme this year is “Be Safe and Secure in your
home”

Entry fee for the day is €25 which includes Morning
tea//coffee, hot lunch and afternoon tea dancing,
Registration at 9.30 am with tea/coffee on arrival .
Opening address at 10.30 am from Vice Chair David
Dumper.

Please confirm if members of your group are interested
in attending as the hotel will need the numbers.
Confirmation can be made Sean Cháirde Contact:
Margaret Sweeney Secretary
Tel. 064 6644859 / 0861692635
seanchairdekerry@gmail.com

 

Laugh Out Loud at KIFF
2026

From disastrous dinner parties and online arguments to
small-town feuds, UFO sightings and ballroom dancing,
the Kerry International Film Festival offers audiences a
wonderfully varied selection of films guaranteed to
entertain, surprise and provoke a few laughs.

This year’s programme celebrates comedy in all its
forms, from the sharp social satire of classic Czech
cinema to contemporary Irish filmmaking, romantic
comedy and offbeat adventures.

Whether you enjoy dark humour, eccentric characters,
unexpected twists or stories that find laughter in the
challenges of everyday life, there is plenty to enjoy on
the big screen in Killarney this October.

Celebrate comedy at KIFF 2026!

With bold filmmaking, great storytelling and plenty of
craic, there’s something for every film lover to enjoy.

For tickets and the full festival programme, visit
kerryfilmfestival.com

The Firemen’s Ball

When: Friday, October 16, 5.30pm 

Where: St Marys Church of the Sloes, Killarney

Miloš Forman’s acclaimed Czechoslovak comedy sees a
well-intentioned firemen’s ball descend into chaos,
delivering sharp satire on human folly, vanity and
bureaucracy.

 

Ha-Chan, Shake Your Booty!

When: Friday, October 16,| 7.45pm

Where: Cinema Killarney

Winner of the Directing Award at the 2026 Sundance
Film Festival, this heartfelt comedy follows a widowed
ballroom dancer as she rediscovers joy, resilience and
the possibility of new love.

 

Comedy Shorts

When: Saturday, October 17, 1pm–3pm

Where: Cinema Killarney

Eight short films deliver a lively mix of dark humour,
social satire and Irish eccentricity, exploring
relationships, rural rivalries and the absurdities of
everyday life.

 

Out There

When: Saturday, October 17, 3.15pm 

Where: Cinema Killarney

Starring Michael Sheen, Aneurin Barnard and Iwan
Rheon, this quirky coming-of-age adventure follows a
young woman who claims to have spotted a UFO, setting
her Welsh hometown on an unexpected journey into the
unknown.

 

Killarney Alzheimer Café
When: Wednesday 21st October, 11am to 1pm

Where: Coill na Darrach Community Room, V93 VXY8

Speaker: Norah Forde, Support Coordinator - Alone

Soccer Memories Café also runs last Saturday of every
month, 11am - 1pm contact:
soccermemoriescafe@gmail.com

The café provides a warm welcoming place for people to
meet others also living with dementia/cognitive
impairment, their carers and health and social care
professionals

For Further Details, Contact:

Lynda Phillips 087 355 6508

lynda.phillips@alzheimer.ie

 

Quilt Ireland Expo
Two days of workshops, exhibitions, vendor stands and
community in the heart of Killarney.

Whether you are there to learn, to shop, to exhibit, or
simply to be in a room full of people who understand
exactly why you own that much fabric — there is a place
for you!

When: 23rd and 24th October 2026

Where: Heights Hotel, Killarney, Co Kerry  

Make a day of it

Shop Ireland's best quilting and craft vendors, see the
quilt exhibitions, catch live demos and make a start on
your Christmas shopping. Pop in for an hour or stay all
day.

Bring a friend - everyone is welcome!

Day ticket: €10* Friday or Saturday

VIP: €99*

Workshops: from €33*

*Plus Booking Fee

FANTASTIC OFFER: The first 10 emails that they
recieve at hello@quiltireland.ie will get 2 free tickets for
Saturday 24th at the Expo

Further Information/Book Tickets

Listowel MD

BASE Gym Listowel Winter
2026 Offer

Ready to finish 2026 feeling fitter, stronger and healthier?

Get 3 months’ gym membership for just €125 at BASE
Gym Listowel!

Membership runs 1 October- 31 December 2026
Offer ends 14 October!

Your membership includes:

Full gym access
Gym induction
6-week gym programme
No contract
No joining fee
7-day money-back guarantee

Start your winter fitness journey at BASE Gym Listowel.

Contact today:

Telephone: 068 22244

Email: info@listowelcommunitycentre.ie

 

Slua Spraoi New Club
Slua Spraoi have new club coming for the clanmaurice
area !!

Causeway-Ballyduff-Abbeydorney-Lixnaw-Ballyheigue
etc

They provide voluntary social clubs for groups of people
between the ages of 18 to 35 with outlets in sports,
travel, fundraising, arts, nights out, creativity and loads
more!!

When: Thursday Nov 5th at 8pm

Where: Bud's Family Resource Centre (FRC) Benmore,
Ballyduff, Tralee, Co. Kerry, V92 A2VC

Tea and coffee on the night

 

Listowel Community Centre
- Kerry Mental Health and

Wellbeing Fest 2026
All three events are free, with booking required. Places
are limited, so they encourage you to book early
at Welcome to Kerry Mental Health & Wellbeing Fest.

Come along, get active, connect with others and take a
positive step towards your wellbeing. 

Chair Yoga for Older Adults

When: Friday 16 October | 12:00-12:45pm

A gentle, accessible session designed to support
movement, flexibility and relaxation.

 

Sean Kelly MEP to join
North Kerry and Europe
event at Teach Siamsa

Finuge
Sean Kelly MEP will be the guest speaker at a special
North Kerry and Europe evening

When: Friday, October 23 at 7.30pm

Where: Teach Siamsa, Finuge

The event is being held in conjunction with Teach Siamsa
as part of the Communicating Europe Initiative (CEI) and
coincides with Ireland’s Presidency of the Council of the
European Union. It will bring together European affairs,
local culture, music and storytelling, exploring the
connections between North Kerry, Ireland and Europe.

The evening will be moderated by Jimmy Deenihan and
Audrey Galvin, with Sean Kelly MEP discussing Ireland’s
place in Europe and the importance of the European
Union to rural communities such as North Kerry. This will
be followed by an open discussion with the audience.

A central part of the evening will be Rambling Europe –
Stories Across Borders, inspired by the traditional
rambling house and the importance of storytelling in
preserving the experiences and memories of
communities.

Members of the public are being invited to become part
of the evening by contributing their own stories. These
might be traditional rambling house stories or local
memories, stories that cross borders, or personal
recollections of Ireland’s membership of the European
Union and how Ireland and local communities have
changed during that time.

Contributions on the night will be recorded as part of the
Communicating Europe Initiative, capturing local voices
and experiences and celebrating the stories that connect
North Kerry with communities across Europe.

Traditional music will also feature during the evening,
celebrating North Kerry’s rich cultural heritage and its
connections with a wider European identity.

Everyone is welcome – whether you have a story or
memory to share or simply want to come along, listen
and join the conversation. If you wish to contribute on the
night please contact us in advance at
teachsiamafinuge@gmail.com with subject "North Kerry
and Europe Event"

Numbers are limited and advance booking is required.

Registration Link

Tralee MD

Change of Date: Anam Cara
Kerry Parent Support

Evening
Anam Cara Support meetings for bereaved parents
continue monthly from September until June each year.
These peer group meetings offer a space of compassion
and understanding for those grieving their child - at any
stage. 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE OCTOBER PARENT
SUPPORT MEETIING WILL TAKE PLACE A WEEK
LATER THAN USUAL

Details for this month's meeting are as follows:

Anam Cara's Kerry Parent Support Evening is taking
place a week later than usual. The meeting will now take
place on Tuesday 20th October 2026 at 7.30pm in the
Meadowlands Hotel, Tralee Co. Kerry.

No registration needed

To find out more about the support they offer please
email at info@anamcara.ie or call 085 288 8888

 

Halloween Scavenger Hunt
2026

Join the Tralee Bay Wetlands Ecology & Activity Park this
October for a fun-filled Autumn adventure! The team at
Tralee Bay Wetlands needs your help find the monster
this Halloween.

Ever wondered what creatures lurk around Tralee Bay
Wetlands at autumn. During Halloween, take part in our
Halloween Scavenger Hunt and see what spooky
creatures might be hiding around the park. Follow the
clues on the map to solve this case and enjoy hands-on
activities along the way, leading you to whereabouts of
the victim and the perpetrator.

Dates: 17th October - 31st October 2026
Times: 11:00am & 2:00pm
Price: €15 Child | €6 Adult
Perfect for ages 5–12 years

Pre-booking is essential – spaces limited!

Booking Link

 

Upcoming events at Kerry
Women's Centre

1 Hour ChakraDance Workshops

When: Every Tuesday in November from 11am to 12pm
and December 1st, 8th and 15th from 7pm to 8pm

Where: Kerry Women's Centre, Tralee, V92PH32 

Cost:  €12 per person (per session)

Charkradance is a dynamic moving meditation, blending
movement, music and guided visualisation to help you
reconnect with your body, your emotions and your
authentic self.

To book, contact Elaine at 086 404 5588 or
sacredwomanpath@gmail.com

 

Save the Date - Stop Violence Against
Women and Children Conference

When: 19th November, 9am - 2.30pm

Where: The Rose Hotel, Dan Spring Road, Cloon Beg,
Tralee V92 HKA4

Special Guest Speaker: Katriona O'Sullivan, Best
Selling Author of Poor and Hungry

Register Here

 

Brand New Dance Fitness Class

When: Tuesday 20th October, 10.30am - 11.30am

Where: Kerry Women's Centre, Tralee, V92PH32 

Enjoy easy-to-follow routines and a new dance style
every week, Salsa, Charleston, Line Dance & more

Beginners Welcome!

No dance experience needed!

Booking required: Whatsapp Caroline 089 221 7581

 

Mindfulness and Ground Programme

When: Starting Wednesday 18th November, 7pm to 8pm

Where: Kerry Women's Centre, Tralee, V92PH32 

Cost: €15 per session

A 4 Week Interactive and Sensory Experience 

In partnership with MindfulnessNoa

Book your place, contact066 913 0430 or
info@kerrywomenscentre.ie

 

Personal Development Course

8 week programme

When: Starting Wednesday, 4th November and will be
every Wednesdays from 10am to 12.30pm

Where: Kerry Women's Centre, Tralee, V92PH32 

Embark on a Journey of Self-Discovery

Book your place, contact066 913 0430 or
info@kerrywomenscentre.ie

 

Tralee Little Dolphins
Fundraiser
Tralee Little Dolphins Club

Inclusive swimming for children with autism and
additional needs

Fundraiser, Table Quiz in aid of our sensory Christmas
party

Time: 8.00pm

Date: 23 October

Venue: Na Gaeil GAA Club, Killeen, Tralee, V92 RF79

Book your table today

WhatsApp 087 923 3546 to book your table

County Wide

Upcoming Carer Meetings
with Family Carers

Upcoming Peer Support Groups where family carers
connect, learn and enjoy a cuppa together

If you are interested, please contact:
kerrycs@familycarer.ie

Tralee

**Evening Session instead of Morning session**

Location:  Rahoonane Community Centre, Tralee, V92
D9HF

Time: Tuesday 10th Nov,  6.00pm-7.30pm

Details: peer support group meeting and , with Helen
Ryle doing EFT  (emotional freedom tapping) and CBT
wellness workshop.

 

Killarney

Location:  Torc Family Resource Centre, Ballyspillane,
Killarney, Co. Kerry, V93 FD1H

Time:  Thursday 12th Nov, 11:00am – 12:30pm

Details: peer support group meeting we will have a
speaker Health and Nutrition Talk with Paula Duggan of
Balance Nutrition -  www.balancenutrition.ie

 

Glenbeigh

Location:   Glenbeigh Hotel, Curraheen, Glenbeigh, V93
K0W9

Time:  Wednesday 21th Oct, 11:30am – 1:00pm

Details: peer support group meeting first and we will
have Joan Browne doing some self-care in form of Chi
Gong

**carers asked to bring €€ for tea/coffee at hotel if
desired.

Location:   Glenbeigh Hotel, Curraheen, Glenbeigh, V93
K0W9

Time:  Wednesday 18th Nov, 11:30am – 1:00pm

**carers asked to bring €€ for tea/coffee at hotel if
desired.

 

NEWKD Craft Circle
Creativity Thrives in Community

Join a NEWKD Craft Circle near you!

Everyone is welcome!

Adults only
All abilities welcome
No previous crafting experience needed

Weekly groups meeting up all over Kerry

For more details, contact Kristine 086 660 2147 or Dee
087 635 6353

Check out their Facebook page for more

information

Training & Education
Opportunities

LGBT+ Winter Webinar
Series 2026

Listowel Community and Family Resource Centre are
running a free LGBT+ Winter Webinar series

When: Starting on Monday 19th October at  7pm and
running every second Monday until 14th December.

Where: Online

All are open to anyone interested and are free to attend.

Please email daniel.quirke@listowelfrc.ie for the Zoom
link.

Monday 19th October 7pm
Topic: De-mystifying LGBT+ terminology
and language

Description: This is a one-hour webinar
open to everyone who would like to learn
the meaning of LGBT+, including
information on sexual orientations, gender
identities, and pronouns. They will not
only discuss the meaning of the acronym,
sex and gender, and what it all means, we
will also discuss Irish LGBT+ history, and
suggestions on how to approach the
conversation with someone when you are
unsure of their identity, and how to ask
questions in a respectful manner.

Monday 2nd November 7pm
Topic: Understanding and supporting your
LGBT+ child

Description: This is a one-hour webinar
open to parents and caregivers who would
like to learn more about what it means to
be LGBT+, and how this impacts the
young person in our life. They will discuss
how to support your child or young
person in navigating school, family,
and social lives, mental health,
and figuring out their identity. They will
work through scenarios around asking
questions, fears, and what to say to
friends and family, as well as bust
some myths.

Monday 16th November 7pm
Topic: Creating safe spaces for LGBT+ people

Description: This is a two-hour webinar
open to anyone who works or volunteers
in the community and would like to make
their organisation or group an open and
safe space for LGBT+ individuals. They
will discuss the meaning of LGBT+, as
well as how to be an ally to the LGBT+
community. This includes how to make
your organisation or meeting space
open and inviting, make it clear
that LGBT+ individuals are
welcome, identify and address barriers
to access, and how to create or
adapt policies/ procedures and actions
to make your group or organisation
as inclusive as possible.

Monday 30th November 7pm
Topic: Debunking disinformation and the
impact of hate

Description: This is a one-hour webinar
open to everyone who would like to
learn more about
misinformation, disinformation, and myths
being spread about the LGBT+ community
in recent years, and the impact that this is
having on both LGBT+ people and the
wider community. They will discuss the
facts and fiction, where this is coming
from, the impact it is having, how
to identify and address it.

Monday 14th December 7pm
Topic: How to
handle discrimination, bullying, and
harassment

Description: This is a one-hour webinar
open to everyone who would like to learn
more about discrimination, bullying,
and harassment of the LGBT+ community.
They will discuss the different forms
of discrimination, bullying, and
harassment one might encounter, and how
to address it in different settings. They will
go through scenarios and strategies on
how to protect yourself and deal with hate
in a school, work, family, and public
situations.

 

Frontline Professionals
supporting families after
traumatic bereavement

The Anam Cara workshop for frontline professionals
supporting bereaved families is now accredited by the
IACP for CPD Credits! 

Following the success of our in person workshops earlier
this year, we are now hosting two online workshops in
October & November 

Who is the workshop for?

Garda Síochana and PSNI Family Liaison Officers
Emergency First Responders
Funeral Directors
Hospital and Hospice Staff
Emergency Departments Medical staff
Social Workers
Chaplains/Clergy
Therapists/Counsellors
Community workers supporting bereaved families

Dates:  Tuesday 13th October & Tuesday 10th
November 2026

Cost: €20 per person

We encourage you to register as soon as possible for
this event, as places are limited.  Please share the
attached flyer with anyone who may benefit from
attending this workshop.

Register for Online Workshop on Tuesday 13th
October

Register for Online Workshop on Tuesday 10th
November

If you would like further information please get in touch
with us on info@anamcara.ie or call 085 2888 888

 

Equality and Human Rights
Training Programme: Equal

By Design
“Transform your understanding transform your work “

In today’s world, both locally and globally, the need for
equality and human rights is more pressing than ever.
This is now rightly reflected in organisational obligations
across a range areas from Public Sector Duty to
tendering and funding applications requirements. With
increasing inequality and challenges to fundamental
rights, fostering a strong culture of equality and human
rights is crucial.

This training provides a comprehensive foundational
framework to help you achieve that goal.

Who Should Attend?

NGOs seeking to strengthen their capacity in equality
and human rights
Public sector professionals working with socially
excluded groups
Businesses committed to advancing diversity and
inclusion

Delivery Format

Two half-day workshops (9:30 AM – 1:00 PM)

Workshop 1: Key Concepts and Historical Evolution of
Equality & Human Rights (E&HR)

Workshop 2: Legal Frameworks and Practical
Applications of E&HR

Both workshops are designed as standalone modules, so
while attending both is recommended, it is not required.

If you would like further information or would like to
discuss delivering the training in your area, please feel
free to contact Robert at careyinclusion@gmail.com

 

Check out more information about Kerry Public
Participation Network at:

Write to us at: Áras an Chontae, Ratass, Tralee, Co.
Kerry, V92H7VT
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