
Kerry PPN Weekly Newsletter

Friday 3rd July, 2026
 

Welcome to the Kerry PPN Weekly newsletter packed with funding
opportunities, community events and information about upcoming
public consultations. Please feel free to share this information with
your group so all members can keep up to date. 
 
If a group member would like to subscribe directly to the newsletter
please ask them to email their name and email address to
ppn@kerrycoco.ie
 
To have your community event included in our upcoming newsletter
please email the details to ppn@kerrycoco.ie

Kind Regards
 
Caroline and Kathy.

Tel:0874888360 / 0667183686  Email: ppn@kerrycoco.ie
Website: www.kerryppn.ie
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Kerry PPN Updates

Kerry Community Awards 2026 -
Closes Next Friday 10th July

It’s that time of year again, when community and voluntary groups
across Kerry are rewarded –for their hard work behind the scenes, all
thanks to The Kerry Community Awards.

Last year’s overall winner, Foodshare Kerry, with over 40 volunteers,
are on a mission to alleviate food poverty and food waste. They work
with community groups who deal directly with minority groups,
families, homeless centres and groups such as St Vincent de Paul to
provide surplus food to registered organisations. The award was a
powerful acknowledgment of all the unseen effort the team put in to
running their food redistribution hub.

Check out the video below to hear directly from Foodshare Kerry!

 

Kerry Community Awards are open to all community and voluntary
groups based in the county, regardless of size or location.

If your group assists, supports or enriches your community in some
way, either socially or economically we would love to see you apply.

How are the awards judged?

Applications are reviewed by an independent judging panel.

Judges will focus on:

1. Impact – What difference has been made?
2. Community Benefit – Who has benefited and how?
3. Engagement – Level of community involvement
4. Outcomes – Clear results or achievements

Shortlisted applicants may be contacted by judges.
Judges may request a visit or further information.
A selection of finalists will be publicly announced.

Advice from the judges

Keep your answers clear and to the point.
Avoid jargon – write in plain language.
Focus on the results and the impact of your project on your local
community, not just the activities.
Include real life examples or numbers where possible.
Stick to the suggested word limits.
Make sure you have completed all sections of the form.
Provide supporting information such as photos and videos where
possible.

How to Apply!

 

Don't forget to re-register your
PPN membership!

By now the primary contact we have listed for each PPN member
group should receive an email from us asking them to re- register the
group's membership. 

If your group has not received an email please contact us at
ppn@kerrycoco.ie

We are required as per PPN National Guidelines to ask all of our
members to re-register. This process will ensure we are GDPR
compliant.

All you have to do is click on the link in the email you receive and
complete the relevant form.

When you click on the link you will have 3 options to choose from.
This will enable you to give us your organisation's correct details. 

There is an opportunity to supply any new information, or indeed, if
your group is no longer in existence or does not wish to be part of the
PPN network, you can choose the opt out option.

We will update, amend or remove accordingly

This re-registration process is very important and we urge all
members to submit it to us as soon as possible to keep our records
correct. 

We look forward to hearing from you and working with all member
groups as we continue to inform, strengthen and empower community
groups.

If you have any questions please don't hesitate to contact Caroline or
Kathy at ppn@kerrycoco.ie or 087 488 8360. 

Grants & Funding News

Announcement of funding under
the Local Enhancement

Programme 2026
Minister for Rural and Community Development and the Gaeltacht,
Dara Calleary TD, and Minister of State with responsibility for
Community Development and Charities, Jerry Buttimer TD, have
today (Thursday, 2 July 2026) announced the successful projects
under the Local Enhancement Programme (LEP) 2026.

Please see link Here to DRCDG Press Release announcing
successful projects under the Local Enhancement Programme 2026.

The funding will provide funding supports to local community groups &
organisations, particularly those who serve disadvantaged areas in
rural and urban areas.  The funding is being administered by the
Community Department in Kerry County Council in co-operation with
the Local Community Development Committee (LCDC). 

Under the Department of Rural & Community Development’s (DRCD)
Local Enhancement Programme 2026, €211,006.90 has been
approved to support 240 projects in County Kerry.

Please see attachment to newsletter for list of successful
applicant groups and the funding awarded.

Details of the successful applicant groups and the amounts awarded
is also available to download from Kerry County Council’s website –
 www.kerrycoco.ie

 

Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure
Scheme

The 2026/27 Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme (ORIS),
funded by the Department of Rural and Community Development and
the Gaeltacht (DRCDG) is now open to local authorities, state bodies
and local development companies to complete and submit
applications.

Should your group wish to propose a project for Measure 1 or
Measure 2, please complete the Expression of Interest Form
attached and return by email to tourismoffice@kerrycoco.ie
before 5pm, Wednesday the 15th of July 2026.

Please note that expressions of interest received after this time
and date will not be accepted.

Measure 1: Small Scale Repair/Maintenance/Development/Promotion
and Marketing

Grant Amount: Up to €40,000

Eligible Activities: Small scale projects that are in line with the
objectives and focus of the Scheme. This includes, but is not limited
to, the upkeep, repair, maintenance and development of trails,
walkways, mountain access routes, cycleways, blueways, recreational
facilities at bogs, rivers, lakes and beaches, natural play areas that
form part of a larger outdoor recreation project and the promotion and
marketing of such infrastructure. Projects should, where possible,
indicate how they are inclusive of people with disabilities and older
adults.

Measure 2: Medium Scale Repair/Upgrade and New Trail/Amenity
Development

Grant Amount: Up to €200,000

Eligible Activities: Medium scale projects that are in line with the
objectives and focus of the Scheme. This includes, but is not limited
to, the development of new recreational infrastructure,
extensions/upgrades to already established trails, walkways, mountain
access routes, cycleways, blueways, water or cycle trails or other
recreational facilities at bogs, rivers, lakes or beaches. Projects can
also include works for the repair, maintenance or promotion of such
infrastructure.

The scheme overview can be found here; Outdoor Recreation
Infrastructure Scheme

Should you have any questions please contact Kerry County Council
Tourism office on 066- 7183591 or via email
tourismoffice@kerrycoco.ie

 

Full Circle Awards 2026
These awards recognise outstanding individuals and groups who are
making reuse, repair, repurposing, sharing and upcycling part of
everyday life across the country.

The winners will receive:

€2,000 prize to support their circular work
Unique handcrafted trophy made from upcycled materials
Media exposure through Circular.ie and associated press

Award categories include:

Repair and Reuse Champion
Community Circular Champion
Creative Circular Design
Circular Living Advocate
Best Community Campaign
Circular Sports Champion

They're looking for people who are genuinely making a difference
through their circular practices and inspiring others to follow suit.

Nominate your Circular Champion here: Full Circle Awards 2026

The nomination deadline is July 24th

 

 Funding Opportunities Closing
Shortly 

Grant Deadline Date Further Information

Hugh O'Flaherty
Humanitarian
Award

10th July 2026 Further Information

Community Centres
Investment Fund
2026 -
Refurbishment
Grant

13th July 2026 Further Information

Overview of Funding Programmes from Kerry County Council

Upcoming Events

Kerry Arts and Human Rights
Festival

Where storytelling, human rights + fun connect

Where: Cahersiveen and Valentia Island, County Kerry

When: 18 + 19 July 2026 Book Here or Tickets at Door

Info: Freda 087 2214245 or email admin@smashingtimes.ie or visit
www.smashingtimes.ie

The festival promotes unique creative spaces in Kerry for arts,
storytelling and human rights.

Presented by Smashing Times International Centre for the Arts and
Equality and The Barracks Heritage Centre, the festival celebrates
stories of changemakers from Kerry and the wider Munster region,
past and present, who champion peaceful human rights.

Join in discussions on sustainable, inclusive societies, and social
justice values today and share stories of your favourite changemaker.

The full schedule is attached to the newsletter.

 

Cahersiveen Coffee 'n' Chat
Where: Kerry Coast Hotel, Frank's Bar & Bistro - 8/9 Church Street,
Cahersiveen, Co. Kerry V23 RV07

When: Wednesday 8th July & Wednesday 22nd July, 11am - 1pm

Coffee 'n' Chat provides a warm welcoming place for people to meet
others also living with dementia/cognitive impairment, their families,
carers, health & social care professional and members of the
community by participating in social engagement and connecting with
others going through similar experiences

"A cup of coffee shared with a friend is happiness tasted and time well
spent" - Unknown

For more info, contact Niamh Murphy at
niamh.murphy@alzheimer.ie or 087 216 5104

 

Killarney Alzheimer Café
Open to everyone

Where: Coill na Darrach Community Room, Killarney, V93 VXY8

When: Wednesday 15th July, 11am - 1pm

Speaker: Mairead Egan, Family Carers Ireland

For Further Details, Contact: Lynda Phillips at 087 355 6508 or
lynda.phillips@alzheimer.ie

The café provides a warm, welcoming place for people to meet others
also living with dementia/cognitive impairment, their carers and health
& social care professionals

 

National Play Day Event
Guardians of the Wild: Art & Craft Workshop with Helena
Stackpoole

Suitable for 6 - 12 YEARS

Where: Killarney Library

Date: Tuesday 7th July

Times: 10am-12pm and          12:30pm-2:30pm

Booking Essential

064 663 2655

killarney@kerrylibrary.ie

 

SPRAOI CHIARRAÍ 2026 For Free
Summer is finally here.

Spraoi Chiarraí are back.

This Kerry based youth, Irish Folk & Traditional Music & Song,
mentorship, performance collective presents the finest of young local
Co. Kerry talent.

Offering a valuable, rare, showcase and experience, in Killarney’s
most historic, high profile concert setting.

They had great success over the last 20 summers.

This is their 21st season.

The first of five FREE Concerts is Saturday, 04 July 2026 at St.
Mary’s Church of Ireland, Killarney at 8pm.

Maighréad Ni Lúasa originally from Coolea, Ballyvourney, (Accordion)
and her students from her Music School of the Fermoy area, will
entertain. They will be joined by Tim O’Shea (Director / Producer),
himself a folk musician for many years.

Open to all 

There are five evenings “In Concert”, at St. Mary’s Church of Ireland
opposite the (Town Hall).

The concerts feature Fiddle, Irish Harp, Accordion, Flute & Whistle,
Irish Uilleann Pipes, Guitar, Harmonica, Bodhrán and Vocals as well.

All indoor concerts are at 8pm.

All five “In Concert “ indoor shows features a 3 piece traditional band
& more.

Be sure to catch the finest traditional performers for FREE.

Contact Tim @ 087-281 4550 for further information for free.

 

Rathass Graveyard Annual Mass
The Annual Mass in Rathass Graveyard will take place
on Wednesday, 8th July at 7.30pm.

Everyone is most welcome to attend.

In preparation for the Mass, we kindly ask families if they remove any
old wreaths, flowers and other decorations from graves to take them
home for disposal.

Please do not leave or dump old flowers or wreaths around the
grounds of the graveyard.

Your cooperation in helping to keep the graveyard tidy and respectful.

 

The Anam Sessions
Free early evening Concerts of Irish Folk, Singer songwriter and Afro
Irish, music concerts, at Anam, East Avenue Road, Killarney.

Directed & produced by Tim O’Shea and many other new and
emerging talents from Killarney and beyond. Starts July 01st 2026 @
7pm. Generously sponsored by Kerry Arts Office. Kerry County
Council.

(Every second Wednesday during July & August).

July 01 / July 15 / July 29 / Aug 12 / Aug 26

After last years’ pilot scheme, they are happy to announce “The Anam
Sessions” are in session. Early evening summer concerts featuring
local Kerry Folk, Traditional, Singer songwriters and Afro Irish acoustic
Musicians.

Open to all and FREE @ ANAM, East Avenue Rd, Killarney for 5
nights only.

 

Exciting Opportunity to be part of
a Kerry Feature Film

Fancy being part of a feature film?

Here's a fantastic opportunity that's come to Kerry!

Award-winning Kerry director Shaun O'Connor is casting for his new
feature film Diatribe, starring Moe Dunford and Charlie Reid.

Shaun's acclaimed short film A White Horse qualified for Academy
Award consideration, and now he's bringing his first feature to Kerry.

Whether you've always wanted to see what happens behind the
scenes or simply fancy appearing as an extra, this is your chance.

Young Kerry Actors Wanted!
Fancy being part of a feature film?

Be part of the upcoming film Diatribe!

They are looking for young people (aged 16+) to play students in
a major school sequence for this exciting new film!

No acting experience required
Work alongside professional actors!
Experience a real film set!

Presentation Secondary School Castleisland 

Thursday 23rd July 9am - 7pm

Interested? Then contact: 3hotwhiskeys@gmail.com or Whatsapp
0830464212

 

Extras Wanted!
Fancy being part of a feature film?

Be part of the upcoming film Diatribe!

They are looking for extras of all ages to take part in the upcoming
feature film Diatribe

Meadowlands Hotel Tralee - Saturday 18th July, 9am - 2pm

Castleisland Daycare Centre - Saturday 25th July, Group A: 9pm -
1pm, Group B: 2pm - 7pm

River Island Hotel Castleisland - Monday 27th July, 9am - 2pm

No acting experience required
Great opportunity to be part of a feature film!

If you are available for ANY of these days, please contact:
3hotwhiskeys@gmail.com or Whatsapp 0830464212

 

St. John's Parish, Tralee, call for
volunteers

The Diocese of Kerry Justice Peace and Integrity of Creation
Committee (JPIC) are looking for #volunteers to help with the upkeep
of their Biodiversity Garden in Tralee. The garden is located behind St
John's Parish, Tralee Church

Tasks will include weeding, planting and watering on Tuesday
mornings at 10am for approximately one hour.

If you wish to discuss this volunteer opportunity further, please get in
touch by phone on 066 7117966, email lisa@volunteerkerry.ie or
claire@volunteerkerry.ie

 

Kerry in Harmony
Kerry in Harmony is a community singing project where everyone is
welcome.

Meet new people, celebrate diversity and explore songs from different
cultures.

Contact 084 4053450 for further details.

More information

 

5K Colour Run
When: Saturday 15th August 2026

Kids 1k Run: 10:30am

Adults 5k Run: 11am

Where: Ladies Beach, Ballybunion

Ballybunion Running Club are hosting fun for all the family with the
5k Colour Run for Adults, Teens and Kids!

This is the third year running the event and the previous 2 years have
been absolutely brilliant days out for all!

All money raised goes to the Ballybunion Sea and Cliff and the local
school Scoil Iosagain in Ballybunion 

Prices: €25 for adult, €15 for teenagers and €10 for kids

Registration is essential!

Registration Link

 

Take on your Kerry Adventure

Discover Kerry
For some, that journey of wellbeing comes through challenge,
movement and stepping beyond the everyday.

Kerry’s landscapes invite you to discover that feeling — from hiking
mountain trails and cycling scenic routes to running along the Atlantic
or taking on a triathlon challenge with like-minded adventurers.

Here, adventure is more than a pursuit — it’s a way to experience the
beauty, energy and spirit of Kerry.

Community News

LitterWeek Digital Skills Training
Challenge

Last year over 30,000 TidyTowns volunteers across 950 groups
achieved over 1 Million Hours of volunteer action.

However, most of it went undocumented.

From July to December, Ireland holds the EU Presidency.

TidyTowns groups are asked to take the LitterWeek Digital Skills
Training Challenge (litterweek.org), to learn why and how to start
documenting your impact and collecting data records for citizen
science to learn about the data collection purpose of technology and
lead society away from social media with real-world environmental
citizenship.

On the 3rd of June, Seán Lynch, Founder of LitterWeek/Open
LitterMap & Discoverable, held a webinar 1 Million Hours | A
TidyTowns EU Presidency Citizen Deliverable. The webinar was
recorded and is available here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=b8DwY3W9UEA

A supporting 2-page proposal is attached to the newsletter.

 

The Alzheimer Society of Ireland is
Hiring

The Alzheimer Society of Ireland is currently recruiting a Day Centre
Manager for it's Daycare Service in Cahirciveen, Co. Kerry

Location: Cahirciveen, Co. Kerry

Contract Type: Part-time permanent

Hours:  8 hours per week (Tuesdays)

About the role - As a Day Centre Manager, you will lead the delivery
of best-practice, person-centred dementia care in the day care. Your
leadership will empower staff, support family carers, and help create a
warm, welcoming, community-focused environment for clients

Further Information

 

Pollinator Guide for Community
Gardens

On Saturday 20th June, Community Gardens Ireland launched the
pollinator guide for community gardens with the National Biodiversity
Data Centre in Greystones & Kilcoole Community Garden in Wicklow. 

This is a project that started 3 years ago at a Community Gardens
Ireland gathering, when a discussion was held about pesticide use at
community gardens and allotments. Following this, contact was made
with the excellent team at National Biodiversity Data Centre who
quickly came on board. 

Over the last 3 years, the two groups then worked together to produce
this guide with inputs from members of the Community Gardens
Ireland committee. 

This guide highlights best practice for community gardens in order to
make them pollinator friendly, along with advice for providing space for
wildlife, including ponds, bird and bat boxes, and eliminating pesticide
use. 

Their hope is that this will inspire more pollinator-friendly community
gardens throughout the island of Ireland. Some additional details are
here: https://cgireland.org/launch-of-pollinator-guide-for-community-
gardens/ 

Details of the guide and launch are here

 

Community Smoke Alarm Scheme
The Community Smoke Alarm Scheme is an initiative to ensure
vulnerable households are supplied with working smoke alarms in
efforts to save lives. Vulnerable households include the elderly and
people with disabilities. The cost of purchasing the alarms is funded
by the Departments of Housing, Local Government and Heritage.

The importance of having a working smoke detector fitted cannot be
over emphasised. Most deaths and injuries caused by house fires can
be prevented where a functioning smoke alarm is installed. Smoke
alarms provide an early warning in the event of a fire and can
significantly increase the chances of escape. Smoke alarms can save
lives.

Under the Scheme, community and voluntary organisations identify
vulnerable households where smoke alarms are not currently fitted
and advise Kerry Fire and Rescue Service of the need for same. Kerry
Fire and Rescue Service will then arrange for the supply, to the
community and voluntary organisations, of the smoke alarms needed.
The local community and voluntary group may well decide to assist
with the installation of the smoke alarms where necessary.

A limited number of smoke alarms are now available. Request for
alarms should include the following information:

Requester Name.
Requester Phone Number.
Requester Email.
Community Group / Organisation Name.
No. of Smoke Alarms Requested.

For more information on the Community Smoke Alarm Scheme,
please contact Kerry Fire and Rescue Service
at communityfiresafety@kerrycoco.ie

 

Age Friendly Ireland Newsletter
Download the latest edition of the Age Friendly Ireland Newsletter: 3rd
July Edition

Download Newsletter Here

 

Kerry ETB interactive newsletter
Kerry ETB have launched and interactive newsletter!

As you move through it, you will see “Play Now” buttons and yellow
pointer icons. These highlight interactive content and allow you to
watch videos and listen to podcasts directly within the newsletter.

The newsletter showcases some of the achievements, initiatives and
success stories from across the schools, centres and services during
the past year.

It highlights the breadth of opportunities available through Kerry ETB
and the positive impact education and training can have for learners,
communities and employers across County Kerry. It includes
examples of learner achievement, progression pathways, innovative
projects, community engagement and partnerships that support
lifelong learning.

Download Newsletter Here

Training & Education
Opportunities

New Solutions Social Innovation
Lab

The New Solutions Social Innovation Lab is a new initiative
designed to support people to develop innovative and practical
solutions to challenges that impact them, their communities, or society
more broadly. It is aimed at people who are relatively new to social
innovation or social enterprise, and no previous experience is
required. Instead, the programme is open to anyone who is motivated
to make their community a fairer, more inclusive placed to live and
work.

The Lab will comprise 8 workshops, delivered in blended format
(primarily online) beginning in October. Participants will be supported
to develop a deeper understanding of the issues they are seeking to
address and will be guided through a process of designing practical,
community based solutions.

Participation is free and participants will receive a small bursary to
support attendance at the in-person sessions. In addition, seed grants
of €5,000 will be awarded to up to five participants to help develop
their ideas beyond the Lab.

Further Information

 

 

Seashore Explore: Free Citizen
Science Workshops

Kerry County Council are supporting fun and educational workshops
that include exploration of the beach and a beach clean! Guided by a
marine biologist attendees will investigate the rockpools, seaweed and
the intertidal area. You will also learn about conservation, what can we
do to protect our coast, SPAs and SACs and marine litter.

All ages welcome, wear appropriate clothing and children need to be
accompanied by an adult. Workshops will be 90 minutes.

Registration Link/Further Information

 

 

Kerry College Pathways
Programme

A Fresh Start, A Brighter Future!

Kerry College's Pathway Programmes as a welcoming first step back
into education for anyone who feels they have missed out or want to
build a better future. Whether you left school early, need a bit more
support to get started, or simply want to gain confidence and
qualifications - these courses are designed with you in mind.

With small class sizes, supportive teachers and all materials provided,
Pathway Programmes offer a safe, respectful learning environment
where you can grow at your own pace.

Take the first step towards new opportunities - in education, in work
and in life.

Full Programme

Public Consultations

2026 Census of Social EnterpriseIs
now open!

Minister Buttimer calls on every social enterprise to complete the
survey
Don’t miss out on this opportunity for your social enterprise to be
included and heard
Important opportunity for social enterprises to influence future
policy decisions, funding priorities, and support programme
development

The Census is open until 28th June and can be accessed: HERE

Action 51 of Trading for Impact the National Social Enterprise policy
includes a commitment to periodically hold
a Census of Social Enterprise.

Growing, strengthening, and realising the impact of social enterprises
within communities are key goals of the Government’s Social
Enterprise Policy, and the information collected during the Census is
key to the continued targeted delivery of this policy, and how the
sector will be supported into the future.

Please provide only one response from each social enterprise

 

Ballylongford Town Centre Health
Check 

Kerry County Council are in the process of appointing consultants to
develop a Town Centre Health Check and comprehensive Action Plan
for Ballylongford.

Town Centre Health Checks provide a baseline study, to help assess
and drive the future development of the town centre. 

Kerry County Council recognises the importance of local input in
shaping the future of Ballylongford and so we invite the public to take
part in a survey, designed to gather insights and ideas on how best to
improve the town of Ballylongford and enhance community life.  

The findings of the survey will be shared with the appointed
consultants to help inform the development of the Plan.

The survey will remain available until 5pm on July 17th.

Hard Copies Available at: 

Centra Ballylongford 
Ballylongford Community Centre 

Hard copies of the survey can be submitted at the locations
listed above or alternatively posted to : 

Town Regeneration Unit ,  

Kerry County Council, 

Rathass,

Tralee, 

Co. Kerry

Submission closing date: July 17th at 5pm. 

Survey Link

 

Open Consultations
Check out the Open Consultations on the Kerry County Council Portal

Speed Limit Review 2023 - Phase 2 of 4 - Implementation of Built
Up and Urban Area Speed Limits

Closing date for submissions: 3pm on Friday, 7th August
2026.

Further Information

Have you news or an event you
would like to share? 

Our newsletter comes out weekly and is designed to keep you up-to-
date with
Kerry PPN news, local and national funding opportunities, open
consultations,
training and webinars, local events and our PPN member vacancies.

If your group has an upcoming event or news you would like shared in
our
newsletter please email the details, with any images and registration
links to
ppn@kerrycoco.ie before 3pm on Thursday to be considered for
inclusion. 

The Kerry Public Participation Network (PPN) is a network of
1,000+ community & voluntary, social inclusion and

environmental groups in Kerry.

We connect Kerry County Council with our member groups
facilitating community participation in local government decision
making. We work to make sure our member groups have a say on

local issues that concern them. 
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