
Kerry PPN Weekly Newsletter

Friday 26th June, 2026
 

Welcome to the Kerry PPN Weekly newsletter packed with funding opportunities,
community events and information about upcoming public consultations. Please
feel free to share this information with your group so all members can keep up to
date. 
 
If a group member would like to subscribe directly to the newsletter please ask
them to email their name and email address to ppn@kerrycoco.ie
 
To have your community event included in our upcoming newsletter please email
the details to ppn@kerrycoco.ie

Kind Regards
 
Caroline and Kathy.

Tel:0874888360 / 0667183686  Email: ppn@kerrycoco.ie
Website: www.kerryppn.ie
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Kerry PPN Updates

Newsletter Update
We have heard you and we have taken your idea into practice!

As a number of groups have asked for a pdf version of the newsletter due to
members wanting to share it in Whatsapp groups, we have added this to the
weekly email you receive, you can find it in the attachments.

If there is any issues with this, please do not hesitate to reach out to us

 

Kerry Community Awards 2026 - Open

Foodshare Kerry, Overall winner of the
Kerry Community Award 2025

It’s that time of year again, when
community and voluntary groups
across Kerry are rewarded –for their
hard work behind the scenes, all
thanks to The Kerry Community
Awards.

Last year’s overall winner, Foodshare
Kerry, with over 40 volunteers, are on a
mission to alleviate food poverty and
food waste. They work with community
groups who deal directly with minority
groups, families, homeless centres and
groups such as St Vincent de Paul to
provide surplus food to registered
organisations. The award was a
powerful acknowledgment of all the
unseen effort the team put in to running
their food redistribution hub.

Kerry Community Awards are open to all community and voluntary groups based
in the county, regardless of size or location.

If your group assists, supports or enriches your community in some way, either
socially or economically we would love to see you apply.

Who can apply?

The Kerry Community Awards are open to all community, voluntary and non-profit
groups / organisations based in County Kerry regardless of size.

Groups must be current members of Kerry Public Participation Network (PPN).
For further information on joining Kerry PPN visit www.kerryppn.ie.

The project / initiative submitted for judging must be already in operation or
completed within the last twelve months.

The project / initiative must benefit a local community in Kerry.

Applications must be accurate and truthful.

Only one entry per group will be accepted.

Closing date for applications: 10th July 2026 

How to Apply!

 

 

Don't forget to re-register your PPN
membership!

By now the primary contact we have listed for each PPN member group should
receive an email from us asking them to re- register the group's membership. 

If your group has not received an email please contact us at ppn@kerrycoco.ie

We are required as per PPN National Guidelines to ask all of our members to re-
register. This process will ensure we are GDPR compliant.

All you have to do is click on the link in the email you receive and complete the
relevant form.

When you click on the link you will have 3 options to choose from. This will enable
you to give us your organisation's correct details. 

There is an opportunity to supply any new information, or indeed, if your group is
no longer in existence or does not wish to be part of the PPN network, you can
choose the opt out option.

We will update, amend or remove accordingly

This re-registration process is very important and we urge all members to submit
it to us as soon as possible to keep our records correct. 

We look forward to hearing from you and working with all member groups as we
continue to inform, strengthen and empower community groups.

If you have any questions please don't hesitate to contact Caroline or Kathy at
ppn@kerrycoco.ie or 087 488 8360. 

Grants & Funding
News

Hugh O'Flaherty
Humanitarian

Award
€3000 HUMANITARIAN AWARD
BURSARY - FINAL CALL FOR
NOMINATIONS FOR THE 2026 HUGH
O'FLAHERTY HUMANITARIAN
AWARD. 

To celebrate the “post-Covid”
resumption of the Hugh O’Flaherty
Humanitarian Award, a Bursary
of €3000 has been created for the
recipient of the 2026 Award.

Sponsors include Kerry County Council
Community Support Programme,
Killarney Chamber of Tourism &
Commerce and many more.

Does an Individual Colleague, Team or indeed your entire NGO deserve special
recognition for Humanitarian Services at home or overseas in this troubled world?

In less than 500 words email your nomination to
oflahertysociety2008@gmail.com  on or before the closing date of Friday July
10th.

The Award will be presented at a Ceremony in Killarney at the end of October.
The Award Recipient with some colleagues/family will be hosted in Killarney for
the weekend.

 

Community Centres Investment Fund
2026 - Refurbishment Grant

The Community Centres Investment Fund 2026 - Refurbishment Grant is
providing funding for the improvement and refurbishment of existing community
centres in both urban and rural areas.

Funding is being made available under 2 Categories, with grants of between
€10,000 and €100,000 available.

How to Apply:-

The scheme will be delivered in conjunction with Pobal.

All applicants must register as ‘users’ on the online portal here in advance of the
application process which will open on 29th May, 2026. Community organisations
that applied for this fund previously will not need to register again but should
check that their details are still correct.

Community organisations are strongly advised to get their application and
paperwork ready in advance of the application process opening.

The Portal for online applications will open on 29th May, 2026 at MyPobal
Portal and will remain open until 13th July, 2026.

Further Information

 

Full Circle Awards 2026
These awards recognise outstanding individuals and groups who are making
reuse, repair, repurposing, sharing and upcycling part of everyday life across the
country.

The winners will receive:

€2,000 prize to support their circular work
Unique handcrafted trophy made from upcycled materials
Media exposure through Circular.ie and associated press

Award categories include:

Repair and Reuse Champion
Community Circular Champion
Creative Circular Design
Circular Living Advocate
Best Community Campaign
Circular Sports Champion

They're looking for people who are genuinely making a difference through their
circular practices and inspiring others to follow suit.

Nominate your Circular Champion here: Full Circle Awards 2026

The nomination deadline is July 24th

 

Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure
Scheme

The 2026/27 Outdoor Recreation
Infrastructure Scheme (ORIS), funded
by the Department of Rural and
Community Development and the
Gaeltacht (DRCDG) is now open to
local authorities, state bodies and local
development companies to complete
and submit applications.

Should your group wish to propose
a project for Measure 1 or Measure
2, please complete the Expression
of Interest Form attached and return
by email to
tourismoffice@kerrycoco.ie before
5pm, Wednesday the 15th of July
2026.

Please note that expressions of
interest received after this time and
date will not be accepted.

Measure 1: Small Scale Repair/Maintenance/Development/Promotion and
Marketing

Grant Amount: Up to €40,000

Eligible Activities: Small scale projects that are in line with the objectives and
focus of the Scheme. This includes, but is not limited to, the upkeep, repair,
maintenance and development of trails, walkways, mountain access routes,
cycleways, blueways, recreational facilities at bogs, rivers, lakes and beaches,
natural play areas that form part of a larger outdoor recreation project and the
promotion and marketing of such infrastructure. Projects should, where possible,
indicate how they are inclusive of people with disabilities and older adults.

Measure 2: Medium Scale Repair/Upgrade and New Trail/Amenity Development

Grant Amount: Up to €200,000

Eligible Activities: Medium scale projects that are in line with the objectives and
focus of the Scheme. This includes, but is not limited to, the development of new
recreational infrastructure, extensions/upgrades to already established trails,
walkways, mountain access routes, cycleways, blueways, water or cycle trails or
other recreational facilities at bogs, rivers, lakes or beaches. Projects can also
include works for the repair, maintenance or promotion of such infrastructure.

The scheme overview can be found here; Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure
Scheme

Should you have any questions please contact Kerry County Council Tourism
office on 066- 7183591 or via email tourismoffice@kerrycoco.ie

 

 Funding Opportunities Closing Shortly 
Grant Deadline Date Further Information

SEAI National Energy
Funding Call

30th June 2026 Further Information

Overview of Funding Programmes from Kerry County Council

Upcoming Events

Exciting Opportunity to be part of a
Kerry Feature Film

Fancy being part of a feature film?

Here's a fantastic opportunity that's come to Kerry!

Award-winning Kerry director Shaun O'Connor is casting for his new feature
film Diatribe, starring Moe Dunford and Charlie Reid.

Shaun's acclaimed short film A White Horse qualified for Academy Award
consideration, and now he's bringing his first feature to Kerry.

Whether you've always wanted to see what happens behind the scenes or simply
fancy appearing as an extra, this is your chance.

Young Kerry Actors
Wanted!

Fancy being part of a feature film?

Be part of the upcoming film Diatribe!

They are looking for young people
(aged 16+) to play students in a major
school sequence for this exciting new
film!

No acting experience required
Work alongside professional actors!
Experience a real film set!

Presentation Secondary School
Castleisland 

Thursday 23rd July 9am - 7pm

Interested? Then
contact: 3hotwhiskeys@gmail.com or
Whatsapp 0830464212

 

Extras Wanted!
Fancy being part of a feature film?

Be part of the upcoming film Diatribe!

They are looking for extras of all ages
to take part in the upcoming feature
film Diatribe

Meadowlands Hotel Tralee - Saturday
18th July, 9am - 2pm

Castleisland Daycare Centre -
Saturday 25th July, Group A: 9pm -
1pm, Group B: 2pm - 7pm

River Island Hotel Castleisland -
Monday 27th July, 9am - 2pm

No acting experience required
Great opportunity to be part of a
feature film!

If you are available for ANY of these
days, please contact:
3hotwhiskeys@gmail.com or
Whatsapp 0830464212

 

Community Coffee
Evening

When: July 1st, 5pm - 6:30pm

Where: Listowel Community & Family
Resource Centre

Tea, coffee, biscuits and sandwiches!

Meet other members of your
community, share your ideas and learn
more about the service at Listowel
CFRC

If you're interested in attending the
Community Coffee Evening, please
contact the Social Inclusion Community
Worker on 087 714 2664 or the centre
at reception@listowelfrc.ie

 

Eco-Art Workshops
for Adults

Delivered bilingually in Irish and
English

When: 3 Fridays from 11am to 1pm

Where: An Stiúideo, Green Street,
Dingle, with some taking place
outdoors.

Cost: €15 for each workshop

For beginners and those with
experience. 

All workshops follow a fair foraging
code, and spring from a reciprocal and
collaborative relationship with nature

Facilitated by: Zoe uí Fhaoláin Green

To book: message 085 108 6860

1. 'Crann' 26th June Natural inks, trees,
ogham alphabet

2. 'Cloch' 3rd July Earth and soil
pigments, natural
binders, rock art

3. 'Comhoibriú' 10th July Eco-printing,
tatakizome (flower
hammering), plant ID

 

 

Further Information

SHEP - Social &
Health Programme

A part-time course for adults interested
in personal growth, community
leadership, and social change.

When: Over 78 hours over 5
weekends September - November

Where: Tralee

Cost:  €550 (subsidised) Bursary/Fully
Funded places available

Closing date

Contact for more
information/booking:

Michelle - 085 860 2253

Liam - 021 466 180

Email - info@socialandhealth.com

Explore:

Group roles and behaviour
Leadership & Conflict
Community building
Values, diversity, justice and power
Social change, sustainability and
action

 

Tralee Games Club
- This Saturday

Calling all board games enthusiasts!

A new Board games club for adults in
starting.

When: Saturday, June 27th from 2pm-
5pm

Where: Tralee Library

The club will meet monthly to play
Warhammer, Magic The Gathering and
more.

Over 18s welcome.

And members are encouraged to bring
their own games to play.

For more information, contact Tralee
Library 066 712 1200.

 

Kerry Wild Bee
Festival 2026 

The Kerry Wild Bee Festival is back
again for a third year at Tralee Bay
Wetlands Ecology Park, in
collaboration with Transition Kerry, Irish
Wildlife Trust Kerry Branch and many
local community groups and
organisations.

It will run from the Saturday, 4th -
Sunday, 5th July.

On Saturday, 4th & Sunday, 5th July
there will also be nature art activities
with Phil McSweeney (River Dog
Studios), creating bees and other
pollinators such as dragonflies out of
natural materials.

The full programmes are available at
Tralee Bay Wetlands Ecology Park and
at local libraries around the county. 

This is a (mostly) outdoor festival.
Please wear appropriate clothing
and footwear!

/https://traleebaywetlands.org/

 

St. John's Parish, Tralee, call for volunteers

The Diocese of Kerry Justice Peace
and Integrity of Creation Committee
(JPIC) are looking for #volunteers to
help with the upkeep of their
Biodiversity Garden in Tralee. The
garden is located behind St John's
Parish, Tralee Church

Tasks will include weeding, planting
and watering on Tuesday mornings at
10am for approximately one hour.

If you wish to discuss this volunteer
opportunity further, please get in touch
by phone on 066 7117966, email
lisa@volunteerkerry.ie or
claire@volunteerkerry.ie

 

 

Killarney Soccer
Memories Cafe -

This Saturday
Killarney Soccer Memories Café invites
you to a special sporting memories
event on Saturday, the 27 June, a day
dedicated to celebrating all things
soccer.

Join us for a friendly and nostalgic
gathering where we’ll shaer stories,
photos and memories of the beautiful
game.

Whether you played, coached, cheered
from the stands or just love the sport,
there’s something for everyone.

This event is part of the Sporting
Memories Initiative, which helps
support people living with dementia
and older adults by bringing
communities together through the
power of sport.

Date: Saturday 27 June 2026

Time: 11am to 1pm

Venue: Clann Housing, Coill na
Darrach, Killarney, V93 VXY8

 

Kerry in Harmony
Kerry in Harmony is a community
singing project where everyone is
welcome.

Meet new people, celebrate diversity
and explore songs from different
cultures.

Contact 084 4053450 for further
details.

More information

 

Killarney Regatta -
This Sunday

When: Sunday 28th June

Where: Killarney Regatta

The biggest event of the rowing
calendar - the Killarney Regatta!

Their crews are enjoying the sunshine
and being out on the sixes in glorious
rowing conditions.

Be sure to pop along to Killarney Golf
and Fishing club this Sunday and
support Fossa Rowing Club!! 

Further Information

 

5K Colour Run
When: Saturday 15th August 2026

Kids 1k Run: 10:30am

Adults 5k Run: 11am

Where: Ladies Beach, Ballybunion

Ballybunion Running Club are
hosting fun for all the family with the
5k Colour Run for Adults, Teens and
Kids!

This is the third year running the event
and the previous 2 years have been
absolutely brilliant days out for all!

All money raised goes to the
Ballybunion Sea and Cliff and the local
school Scoil Iosagain in Ballybunion 

Prices: €25 for adult, €15 for
teenagers and €10 for kids

Registration is essential!

Registration Link

 

Kenmare Memory Café
When: Tuesday 30th June 2026 from 11:00am - 12:30pm

Where: The Lansdowne Hotel Kenmare, Main Street, V93 YRC8

With Guest Speakers from: Chime Killarney

Chime is Ireland's national charity for Deaf and Hard of Hearing people. Through
advice, services and the community they support those who are Deaf or Hard of
Hearing, while also championing for equal rights and advocating for full inclusion
in every part of society

Followed by refreshments and a singsong with the talented Suzanne &
Tracy - song requests welcome!

For more info, contact Niamh Murphy at niamh.murphy@alzheimer.ie or 087
216 5104

 

Take on your Kerry Adventure

Discover Kerry
For some, that journey of wellbeing
comes through challenge, movement
and stepping beyond the everyday.

Kerry’s landscapes invite you to
discover that feeling — from hiking
mountain trails and cycling scenic
routes to running along the Atlantic or
taking on a triathlon challenge with like-
minded adventurers.

Here, adventure is more than a pursuit
— it’s a way to experience the beauty,
energy and spirit of Kerry.

Community News

Pollinator Guide for
Community

Gardens
On Saturday 20th June, Community
Gardens Ireland launched the
pollinator guide for community gardens
with the National Biodiversity Data
Centre in Greystones & Kilcoole
Community Garden in Wicklow. 

This is a project that started 3 years ago at a Community Gardens Ireland
gathering, when a discussion was held about pesticide use at community gardens
and allotments. Following this, contact was made with the excellent team at
National Biodiversity Data Centre who quickly came on board. 

Over the last 3 years, the two groups then worked together to produce this guide
with inputs from members of the Community Gardens Ireland committee. 

This guide highlights best practice for community gardens in order to make them
pollinator friendly, along with advice for providing space for wildlife, including
ponds, bird and bat boxes, and eliminating pesticide use. 

Their hope is that this will inspire more pollinator-friendly community gardens
throughout the island of Ireland. Some additional details are here:
https://cgireland.org/launch-of-pollinator-guide-for-community-gardens/ 

Details of the guide and launch are here

 

Community Smoke Alarm Scheme
The Community Smoke Alarm Scheme is an initiative to ensure vulnerable
households are supplied with working smoke alarms in efforts to save lives.
Vulnerable households include the elderly and people with disabilities. The cost of
purchasing the alarms is funded by the Departments of Housing, Local
Government and Heritage.

The importance of having a working smoke detector fitted cannot be over
emphasised. Most deaths and injuries caused by house fires can be prevented
where a functioning smoke alarm is installed. Smoke alarms provide an early
warning in the event of a fire and can significantly increase the chances of
escape. Smoke alarms can save lives.

Under the Scheme, community and voluntary organisations identify vulnerable
households where smoke alarms are not currently fitted and advise Kerry Fire
and Rescue Service of the need for same. Kerry Fire and Rescue Service will
then arrange for the supply, to the community and voluntary organisations, of the
smoke alarms needed. The local community and voluntary group may well decide
to assist with the installation of the smoke alarms where necessary.

A limited number of smoke alarms are now available. Request for alarms should
include the following information:

Requester Name.
Requester Phone Number.
Requester Email.
Community Group / Organisation Name.
No. of Smoke Alarms Requested.

For more information on the Community Smoke Alarm Scheme, please contact
Kerry Fire and Rescue Service at communityfiresafety@kerrycoco.ie

 

HSE Services to Check Out

 

Balancing Stress
Practical skills to cope with stress

The (now award winning) Balancing
Stress  programme supports people
to manage stress and build everyday
coping skills. Showcased at the SPARK
Summit and recognised with a Bright
Spark Award

1. Understanding stress
2. Managing worry
3. Managing anxiety
4. Managing low mood and depression
5. Stress and relationships
6. Balancing stress and and into the

future

A free HSE online stress management
programme

What is it? Balancing Stress is the
HSE's free online programme to
manage stress, worry, anxiety, low
mood and relationship difficulties.

How do I take part?
https://www2.hse.ie/mental-
health/self-help/balancing-stress/ No
registration is required. There are six
sessions you can watch anytime, at
your own pace.

Presented by? Dr. Niamh Clarke, HSE
Principal Psychologist

Free HSE online stress

management programme here

 

Free Counselling
Feeling anxious, stressed or down?

Free Counselling and confidential
Phone Support can make a difference
to how you feel

For more information visit

 

The Mental Health Services Leaflet
Attached to the newsletter is the Family, Carer and Supporter Guide which holds
questions and resources which would be of use to everyone.

 

Age Friendly
Ireland Newsletter

Download the latest edition of the Age
Friendly Ireland Newsletter: 19th June
Edition

Download Newsletter Here

 

Kerry ETB interactive newsletter
Kerry ETB have launched and interactive newsletter!

As you move through it, you will see “Play Now” buttons and yellow pointer
icons. These highlight interactive content and allow you to watch videos and
listen to podcasts directly within the newsletter.

The newsletter showcases some of the achievements, initiatives and success
stories from across the schools, centres and services during the past year.

It highlights the breadth of opportunities available through Kerry ETB and the
positive impact education and training can have for learners, communities and
employers across County Kerry. It includes examples of learner achievement,
progression pathways, innovative projects, community engagement and
partnerships that support lifelong learning.

Download Newsletter Here

Training & Education
Opportunities

HSE South
West FREE

Suicide
Prevention

Training
Events

The HSE is
offering FREE training
during July, September,
October and November.

More Training Dates and
Locations will be added
over the coming months.

Registration Link

 

 

Seashore Explore:
Free Citizen

Science
Workshops

Kerry County Council are supporting
fun and educational workshops that
include exploration of the beach and a
beach clean! Guided by a marine
biologist attendees will investigate the
rockpools, seaweed and the intertidal
area. You will also learn about
conservation, what can we do to
protect our coast, SPAs and SACs and
marine litter.

All ages welcome, wear appropriate
clothing and children need to be
accompanied by an adult. Workshops
will be 90 minutes.

Registration Link/Further

Information

 

 

Kerry College
Pathways

Programme
A Fresh Start, A Brighter Future!

Kerry College's Pathway Programmes
as a welcoming first step back into
education for anyone who feels they
have missed out or want to build a
better future. Whether you left school
early, need a bit more support to get
started, or simply want to gain
confidence and qualifications - these
courses are designed with you in
mind.

With small class sizes, supportive
teachers and all materials provided,
Pathway Programmes offer a safe,
respectful learning environment where
you can grow at your own pace.

Take the first step towards new
opportunities - in education, in work
and in life.

Full Programme

Public Consultations

Have your say on Ireland's Nature
Restoration!

Ireland is at a turning point for nature!

Right now, the government is finalising its first-ever National Nature Restoration
Plan - a legally binding roadmap that will shake how to restore landscapes,
waters, and wildlife all the way up to 2050.

This is a once-in-a-generation opportunity, and public submissions genuinely
matter.

The consultation is open now. The deadline to have your say is 1st July 2026.

You are part of nature restoration. Make your voice heard!

Consultation Link

 

2026 Census of Social EnterpriseIs now
open!

Minister Buttimer calls on every social enterprise to complete the survey
Don’t miss out on this opportunity for your social enterprise to be included and
heard
Important opportunity for social enterprises to influence future policy
decisions, funding priorities, and support programme development

The Census is open until 28th June and can be accessed: HERE

Action 51 of Trading for Impact the National Social Enterprise policy includes a
commitment to periodically hold a Census of Social Enterprise.

Growing, strengthening, and realising the impact of social enterprises within
communities are key goals of the Government’s Social Enterprise Policy, and the
information collected during the Census is key to the continued targeted
delivery of this policy, and how the sector will be supported into the future.

Please provide only one response from each social enterprise

 

Ballylongford Town Centre Health
Check 

Kerry County Council are in the process of appointing consultants to develop a
Town Centre Health Check and comprehensive Action Plan for Ballylongford.

Town Centre Health Checks provide a baseline study, to help assess and drive
the future development of the town centre. 

Kerry County Council recognises the importance of local input in shaping the
future of Ballylongford and so we invite the public to take part in a survey,
designed to gather insights and ideas on how best to improve the town of
Ballylongford and enhance community life.  

The findings of the survey will be shared with the appointed consultants to help
inform the development of the Plan.

The survey will remain available until 5pm on July 17th.

Hard Copies Available at: 

Centra Ballylongford 
Ballylongford Community Centre 

Hard copies of the survey can be submitted at the locations listed above or
alternatively posted to : 

Town Regeneration Unit ,  

Kerry County Council, 

Rathass,

Tralee, 

Co. Kerry

Submission closing date: July 17th at 5pm. 

Survey Link

 

Open Consultations
Check out the Open Consultations on the Kerry County Council Portal

Speed Limit Review 2023 - Phase 2 of 4 - Implementation of Built Up and
Urban Area Speed Limits

Further Information

Have you news or an event
you would like to share? 

Our newsletter comes out weekly and is designed to keep you up-to-date with
Kerry PPN news, local and national funding opportunities, open consultations,
training and webinars, local events and our PPN member vacancies.

If your group has an upcoming event or news you would like shared in our
newsletter please email the details, with any images and registration links to
ppn@kerrycoco.ie before 3pm on Thursday to be considered for inclusion. 

The Kerry Public Participation Network (PPN) is a network of 1,000+
community & voluntary, social inclusion and environmental groups in Kerry.

We connect Kerry County Council with our member groups facilitating
community participation in local government decision making. We work to

make sure our member groups have a say on local issues that concern
them. 

 

Áras an Chontae, Ratass, Tralee, Co. Kerry, V92H7VT
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