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Welcome to the Kerry PPN Weekly newsletter packed
with funding opportunities, community events and
information about upcoming public consultations. Please
feel free to share this information with your group so all
members can keep up to date. 
 
If a group member would like to subscribe directly to the
newsletter please ask them to email their name and
email address to ppn@kerrycoco.ie
 
To have your community event included in our upcoming
newsletter please email the details to ppn@kerrycoco.ie

Kind Regards
 
Caroline and Kathy.

Tel:0874888360 / 0667183686  Email:
ppn@kerrycoco.ie
Website: www.kerryppn.ie
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Kerry PPN Updates

Don't forget to re-register
your PPN membership!

By now the primary contact we have listed for each PPN
member group should receive an email from us asking
them to re- register the group's membership. 

If your group has not received an email please contact us
at ppn@kerrycoco.ie

We are required as per PPN National Guidelines to ask
all of our members to re-register. This process will
ensure we are GDPR compliant.

All you have to do is click on the link in the email you
receive and complete the relevant form.

When you click on the link you will have 3 options to
choose from. This will enable you to give us your
organisation's correct details. 

There is an opportunity to supply any new information, or
indeed, if your group is no longer in existence or does
not wish to be part of the PPN network, you can choose
the opt out option.

We will update, amend or remove accordingly

This re-registration process is very important and we
urge all members to submit it to us as soon as possible
to keep our records correct. 

We look forward to hearing from you and working with all
member groups as we continue to inform, strengthen and
empower community groups.

If you have any questions please don't hesitate to contact
Caroline or Kathy at ppn@kerrycoco.ie or 087 488 8360. 

 

Environmental Linkage
Group Meeting

Thank you to all the members who attended the Kerry
PPN Environmental Linkage Group meeting on Monday
18th May in the Tralee Bay Wetlands Ecology & Activity
Park.

Topics discussed on the night included:

Report from Environment, Climate Change and
Emergency Planning SPC

Report from the Public meeting on Offshore Renewable
Energy

Progress on the Community Gardens & Allotments
document

 

Registration Link

 

Save the Date: Literacy and
Wellbeing Conference

When: 11th June (Half Day Conference)

Where: The Rose Hotel, Tralee

Supporting the Unmet Literacy Needs of Service
Users

Literacy and wellbeing are deeply interconnected, yet
unmet adult literacy needs remain largely hidden across
health, education and community services. One in five
Irish adults experience difficulties with literacy including
reading, numeracy, digital skills, health and financial
literacy.

 

An Introduction to AI for
Older Adults

No Jargon, no hype, just facts. 

Designed for older adults (over 55yrs+).

Join us over three mornings to explore what AI is, how it
already is impacting your life and how you can live a
more informed life in a world of technology.

A practical course with hands on experience delivered by
the Academy for Good (Maynooth University) in
partnership with Kerry Public Participation Network and
the Older People’s Council Kerry.

Date: 18th, 24th & 25th June  (Participants must attend
all three sessions)

Time: 10.30am- 2.30pm

Location: Listowel Family Resource Centre

To book contact Caroline or Kathy on 066 7183686 or
email ppn@kerrycoco.ie or use the booking link below

Booking Link

Grants & Funding
News

Nominations Now Open for
AIB Community €1 Million

Fund 2026
AIB has launched the fifth year of the annual AIB
Community €1 Million Fund with the support of well-
known personalities Brian Dowling Gourounlian and
Arthur Gourounlian. The nationwide Fund will support
more than 70 charities in 2026, helping to deliver
meaningful change at local level. 

Since its launch in 2022, the AIB Community €1 Million
Fund has supported almost 300 charities across the
country, including Airfield Estate, Down Syndrome
Limerick, Blood Bike North West and Kerry Hospice
Foundation.

Nominations for this year’s Fund open on Friday 8 May.
AIB is inviting customers, colleagues and the wider
public to nominate registered charities that reflect the
causes and communities that matter most to them.

To celebrate AIB’s 60th anniversary in 2026, the bank is
making a once‑off additional contribution of €60,000 to
the Community Fund. This extra funding will provide an
additional €10,000 for each region, enabling even more
community‑based projects and initiatives to benefit from
the Fund this year.

Speaking about the Fund, Claire Mac Evilly, CEO,
Airfield, said: “We were delighted and extremely grateful
to receive support through the AIB Community €1 Million
Fund. The funding enabled us to expand our food
education programmes to reach more schools and young
people. At a time when understanding our food system
has never been more important, this support has made a
real difference to our ability to bring Airfield’s mission
beyond the walls of the estate. We would encourage
people to get involved in the fund and attend the branch
evenings taking place in their communities.”

The Community €1 Million Fund will once again be
allocated through an online nomination process, with one
stream for AIB customers and the wider public, and
another for AIB employees. Funding will be distributed
across six regions — Munster, Ulster (ROI), Greater
Dublin, Rest of Leinster, Connacht and NI & GB. AIB will
donate €760,000 to charities chosen by customers and
the community, with a further €300,000 allocated to
charities selected by employees.

Nominations will close at 5PM on 19 June. 

Full details on how to nominate and information on the
AIB Community €1 Million Fund are available at

https://aib.ie/community-fund

 

Sustainability Step-up Fund
The Sustainability Step-Up Fund is open for
applications until Thursday 28 May 2026 at 1pm!

The Sustainability Step-Up Fund is a €1.5 million, two-
year fund created by Rethink Ireland and supported
by Zurich in Ireland and the Department of Rural and
Community Development and the Gaeltacht.

The fund will support five innovative, community-led
initiatives that will have a social and environmental
impact on both urban and rural communities. 

Organisations including social innovations working in the
space of the circular economy, climate stewardship,
action and education, biodiversity restoration,
community development or sustainable
practices can apply to the fund. 

Further Information

 

Community Centres
Investment Fund 2026 -

Refurbishment Grant
The Community Centres Investment Fund 2026 -
Refurbishment Grant is providing funding for the
improvement and refurbishment of existing community
centres in both urban and rural areas.

Funding is being made available under 2 Categories,
with grants of between €10,000 and €100,000 available.

How to Apply:-

The scheme will be delivered in conjunction with Pobal.

All applicants must register as ‘users’ on the online portal
here in advance of the application process which will
open on 29th May, 2026. Community organisations that
applied for this fund previously will not need to register
again but should check that their details are still correct.

Community organisations are strongly advised to get
their application and paperwork ready in advance of the
application process opening.

The Portal for online applications will open on 29th May,
2026 at MyPobal Portal and will remain open until 13th
July, 2026.

More Information

 

Estate Enhancement Fund
2026/ Ciste Feabhsúcháin

Eastáit 2026

The Estate Enhancement Fund 2026 will provide
targeted small scale grant funding support to eligible
residents associations/groups and community groups
operating within Local Authority built housing estates in
Co. Kerry.

The fund is intended to support practical, community-led
activities and initiatives for improvements and upkeep to
enhance Local Authority built housing estates.
Applications will be invited from residents
associations/groups of Local Authority built housing
estates to deliver small scale improvements to shared
communal areas, community led activities or initiatives
that provide a clear benefit to Kerry County Council
Tenants.

The Guidelines and Application form may be accessed
through the following links:

https://www.kerrycoco.ie/wp-
content/uploads/2026/05/EEF-Application-Form-
Guidelines.pdf

Please contact us via email eefund@kerrycoco.ie or
phone 066 718 3875 in relation to the fund.

The closing date for applications is 24th July 2026. 

 

Upcoming Events

ERP Electrical Recycling
Drop Off event  Listowel

Mart- May 23rd

 

Kenmare Memory Café
When: Tuesday 26th May 2026 11am-12:30pm

Where: The Lansdowne Hotel Kenmare, Main Street,
V93 YRC8

With Guest Speaker: Fiona Doyle - Reflexologist.

Exploring Reflexology and its many benefits. Fiona is
happy to include a demonstration if there is interest.

Followed by refreshments and a singsong with the
talented Suzanne & Tracy - song requests welcome!

For more information, contact Niamh Murphy at
niamh.murphy@alzheimer.ie or 087 216 5104

 

Traveller Pride 2026
Empowering the Future: Looking Back, Moving Forward

Join us on Wednesday, 27th May, from 11 AM–2 PM at
MTU Kerry North Campus for a special celebration
marking Traveller Pride Week 2026 and the 30th
Anniversary of the Kerry Travellers Health & Community
Development Project (1996–2026).

Highlights include:
Official launch of the KTHCDP Strategic Plan 2026–2029
Traditional Traveller wagon from Meath Travellers
Workshop
Celebration of Traveller culture, heritage, and community

All are welcome to attend this free, inclusive event
hosted by Kerry Travellers Health & Community
Development Project and Munster Technological
University.

Let’s celebrate the past, present, and future of the
Traveller community together. 

 

Chime Outreach Clinic in
Dingle 28th May

Dingle Outreach, a service of Chime – The National
Charity for Deaf and Hard of Hearing People, is
offering a free, confidential, appointment-only clinic
with one-to-one support on deafness and hearing loss.

🗓️ When: Thursday, 28 May, 12–2 PM
📍 Where: St Mary’s Temperance Hall, Main Street,
Grove, Dingle, V92 DV74

Get clear, practical information and advice on:

Hearing loss
• Minor hearing-aid repairs
• Low-cost hearing-aid batteries and filters
• Assistive technology, including TV listening devices,
telephones and smoke alarms
• Tinnitus

We’re here to help and support you in any way we can.

Appointments required – please contact:
Jerry Kelleher: 087 37 47 327

 

Poetry Day Ireland Event 
Killarney Library

Open mic event taking place in Killarney Library, hosted
by Killarney Library Writers Group to celebrate Poetry
Day Ireland on 28th May 10:30am-12pm.

 

Cruinniú na nÓg Event

Cruinniú na nÓg Event , Killarney Library, Saturday 6th
June at 2-4pm, suitable for ages 9-12.

 

Kerry Wild Bee Festival
2026 launch talk with Jane

Stout @ Tralee Bay
Wetlands June 8th @ 7pm

The Kerry Wild Bee Festival 2026 is taking place on the
4th and 5th July at Tralee Bay Wetlands and we will be
updating the festival page with events over the next few
weeks. 

We are delighted to announce that we will be hosting a
festival launch talk with Jane Stout, who co-wrote the All
Ireland Pollinator Plan. She will be giving an online talk
on June 8th 7-8.30pm 'Reversing wild bee decline', being
screened in person at Tralee Bay Wetlands. 

You can register here, or phone to reserve your place. 
https://traleebaywetlands.org/nature/kerry-wild-bee-
festival

 

Stories around the Cable

Stories around the Cable

Kerry County Council is pleased to announce a new
folklore recording project, Stories around the Cable, led
by renowned folklorist Michael Fortune of Folklore.ie.

Supported by Creative Ireland and the National
Monuments Service, the project will explore and
preserve the social history, memories, folklore and
personal connections surrounding the historic
Transatlantic Cable Station on Valentia Island and its
links with Heart’s Content, Newfoundland.

Michael will visit Valentia Island on 10th, 11th and 12th
June to meet members of the community and record
stories, memories, photographs and objects connected
to the Cable Station and its legacy.

If you, your family, or your community group have stories
or materials you would like to share, please contact
Michael Fortune directly:
📞 087 647 0247
📧 folklore.ie@gmail.com

Help us preserve these important stories for future
generations.

 

LAWPRO Nature Based
Solutions Conference

LAWPRO are pleased to invite you to the upcoming
Nature-based Solutions (NbS) Conference, taking place
in Dundalk IT on 10th and 11th of June 2026.

This is a 2-day event including practical approaches to
protecting urban, rural, coastal, and riverine
environments.

Featuring international and Irish speakers.

This event is to support people to plan for and deliver
Nature-based Solutions in the context of their work
showcasing practical examples and innovative
approaches for the delivery of Nature-based Solutions in
the Irish and international context.

There will be a focused discussion on integrating Nature-
based Solutions and Rainwater Management Planning /
Water Sensitive Urban Design into the new County
Development Plans and Nature Restoration Law.

The programme has been designed to reflect the
feedback needs of the various professionals working in
the private and public sector.

You can choose to attend in person for the full 2-day
event or online for day 1only.

To confirm your attendance, please register using the link
below:

Register for Nature Based Solutions Conference - 10th &
11th June 2026 | Online Consultation Portal of the
Waters and Communities
Officehttps://consult.watersandcommunities.ie/en/content
/register-nature-based-solutions-conference-10th-11th-
june-2026

Community News

Lee Strand Kerry Garda
Youth Achievement Awards,
closing 12 noon on Friday,

May 29th, 2026

https://leestrand.ie/garda-awards/

 

“Borrow, Use, Return” Party
Pack

“Borrow, Use, Return”, get a reusable party‑pack for
your community which is designed to help reduce
single‑use plastics and support more sustainable
celebrations.

Each party pack contains reusable cups, plates, bowls,
cutlery and jugs and caters for up to 30 people. It also
includes colourful bunting created by Community Reuse
Network Ireland (CRNI) using upcycled textiles. All items
are washable, durable and designed for repeated use
within the community. The packs can support any type of
gathering, from birthday parties and coffee mornings to
sports celebrations and school events and can be shared
among families and neighbours to maximise community
benefit. In addition to providing reusable supplies, the
initiative encourages greener party planning with
practical tips.

The initiative is open to a wide range of community and
voluntary groups, including tidy towns groups, community
voluntary groups, parent associations, active age groups
and sports clubs. Participation from primary or secondary
schools, colleges and universities, family resource
centres or other types of community centres or settings is
also welcome.

Kerry County Council has reusable party packs to give to
community and voluntary groups. To take part in the
initiative in Kerry:

Please email breda.moriarty@kerrycoco.ie before Friday
29th May, 2026, with “Circular Communities  - Borrow,
Use, Return Party Pack” in the subject line and type of
group that you are.

The initiative is seeking a variety of different types of
groups across the Southern Waste Region to ensure
broad community reach and engagement. Packs will be
allocated based on the type of groups.

The Party Pack is provided free of charge, and the
community group must commit to sharing it within their
community and providing feedback to Kerry County
Council. 

“Borrow, Use, Return” is a collaborative project led by the
Environmental Awareness Officers/Offices from the
Southern Waste Region with funding support received
through the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
National Waste Prevention Programme. The Southern
Waste Region comprises of the ten Local Authority areas
of Carlow, Clare, Cork County, Cork City, Limerick City &
County, Kerry, Kilkenny, Tipperary, Waterford City &
County and Wexford, working together to deliver on
targets set out in the National Waste Management Plan
for a Circular Economy.

 

Age Friendly Recognition
and Achievement Awards
2026

The call for submissions to the 2026 National Age
Friendly Recognition and Achievement awards is now
live and the closing date is 29th May 2026.

Age Friendly Ireland is thrilled to announce that we are
now open for applications to the National Age Friendly
Recognition and Achievement Awards 2026. Each year a
local authority hosts the awards event, and they are
excited to reveal that Limerick City and County
Council are hosting this year’s event
in The Limerick Strand Hotel on Thursday, October
8th, 2026.

They are seeking innovative projects from across this
range of areas that have real impact on the lives of older
people and have the potential to be showcased and
replicated. We will be welcoming initiatives at both local
and national level.

Further Information

 

Minister Calleary
announces over €485,000 to
upgrade walking and hiking

trails across rural Ireland

Minister for Rural and Community Development and the
Gaeltacht, Dara Calleary TD, announced further
investment of over €485,000 for 52 small capital projects
on Walks Scheme trails across the country.

Focused specifically on trails that are part of the
Department’s Walks Scheme, this funding is being
provided to resurface, re-route and enhance these
walking trails. In keeping with Embracing Ireland’s
Outdoors, the national outdoor recreation strategy, the
investment is designed to ensure that these trails are
maintained to a high standard, benefitting local
communities and alike.

https://assets.gov.ie/static/documents/4f5d0cac/2026_W
alks_Scheme_Development_Fund.pdf

 

How the Circular Economy
Strategy 2026–2028

Supports Smarter Laptop
Procurement

What the Strategy Says

The national strategy identifies electrical and electronic
equipment (EEE) as a priority sector due to its high
environmental impact and embedded carbon. To address
this, the Strategy commits Government and public bodies
to:

Prioritise reuse, repair, and remanufacturing over
recycling

Extend the useful life of ICT equipment

Use public procurement as a lever to drive circular
demand

Focus on lifecycle emissions, not just purchase price

Lead by example in adopting second‑life products

https://assets.gov.ie/static/documents/7484ab1d/Circular-
Economy_Strategy-2026-2028-en.pdf

Training & Education
Opportunities

Biodiversity in the
Community Course

Location: Blennerville Windmill, Blennerville, Tralee

Type: Part-time

Duration: 6 weeks

Certificaiton: City & Guilds

Fees: €200

Start Date: 27th May 2026

Kerry College are offering a new ‘Biodiversity in the
Community’ Course.

This is a certified, part-time course for anyone interested
in developing real skills in biodiversity, community
planting, and urban forestry.

Delivered over six weeks, the course combines practical
learning with recognised training in how to plan and
manage green spaces in towns, villages, and community
settings. You’ll learn how to select and plant appropriate
species, support wildlife and pollinators, and contribute to
long-term, sustainable environmental projects.

This course will run on Wednesday evenings 6.30 pm to
9.30 pm and Saturdays 9.00am to 4.15pm for 6 weeks in
Blennerville Windmill, Blennerville, Tralee

Further Informaiton

 

For more information call Diarmuid on 087 448 2138 or
email diarmuid.brennan@kerrycoco.ie

Booking Link

First Aid workshop -
Castleisland 

Location: An Riocht, Castleisland

Date: Saturday, 30th May 2026

Time: 10:00am – 4:00pm

Cost: €50 + booking fee

This Basic Sports First Aid course is aimed at anyone
involved in sport, including coaches, players, teachers,
volunteers and parents. The course focuses on real-life,
sport-specific scenarios and practical skills that can be
applied in a club setting.

Course Content Includes:

CPR & AED use
Choking (adult, child & baby)
Sprains, strains & fractures
Wound care & bleeding control
Asthma, diabetes, epilepsy & shock
Chain of survival and emergency response

Participants who complete the course will receive
a Basic First Aid Certificate (valid for 2 years).

Suitable for participants aged 18+

Public Consultations
Social Justice Ireland is an independent social justice
think tank. After consulting with small community groups
last year they became aware of the difficulties many
groups have trying to open bank accounts so that they
can apply for and recieve small grants and funds. 

They’re conducting a short survey to better understand
how community groups access basic financial services,
and where gaps may exist. By sharing your perspective,
you’ll contribute to research that aims to improve access
to basic financial products for community groups. It is
hoped that this research will bring the issue to the
attendtion of the Irish Banking sector. The survey
is quick, anonymous, and open to everyone.

The Survey is open until 31st October 2026.

Survey Link

 

Have you news or an event
you would like to share? 

Our newsletter comes out weekly and is designed to
keep you up-to-date with
Kerry PPN news, local and national funding
opportunities, open consultations,
training and webinars, local events and our PPN member
vacancies.

If your group has an upcoming event or news you would
like shared in our
newsletter please email the details, with any images and
registration links to
ppn@kerrycoco.ie before 3pm on Thursday to be
considered for inclusion. 

The Kerry Public Participation Network (PPN) is a
network of 1,000+ community & voluntary, social

inclusion and environmental groups in Kerry.

We connect Kerry County Council with our member
groups facilitating community participation in local

government decision making. We work to make sure
our member groups have a say on local issues that

concern them. 
 

Áras an Chontae, Ratass, Tralee, Co. Kerry, V92H7VT
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