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Welcome to the Kerry PPN Weekly newsletter packed
with funding opportunities, community events and
information about upcoming public consultations. Please
feel free to share this information with your group so all
members can keep up to date. 
 
If a group member would like to subscribe directly to the
newsletter please ask them to email their name and
email address to ppn@kerrycoco.ie
 
To have your community event included in our upcoming
newsletter please email the details to ppn@kerrycoco.ie

Kind Regards
 
Caroline and Kathy.

Tel:0874888360 / 0667183686  Email:
ppn@kerrycoco.ie
Website: www.kerryppn.ie
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Kerry PPN Updates

Don't forget to re-register
your PPN membership!

By now the primary contact we have listed for each PPN
member group should receive an email from us asking
them to re- register the group's membership. 

If your group has not received an email please contact us
at ppn@kerrycoco.ie

We are required as per PPN National Guidelines to ask
all of our members to re-register. This process will
ensure we are GDPR compliant.

All you have to do is click on the link in the email you
receive and complete the relevant form.

When you click on the link you will have 3 options to
choose from. This will enable you to give us your
organisation's correct details. 

There is an opportunity to supply any new information, or
indeed, if your group is no longer in existence or does
not wish to be part of the PPN network, you can choose
the opt out option.

We will update, amend or remove accordingly

This re-registration process is very important and we
urge all members to submit it to us as soon as possible
to keep our records correct. 

We look forward to hearing from you and working with all
member groups as we continue to inform, strengthen and
empower community groups.

If you have any questions please don't hesitate to contact
Caroline or Kathy at ppn@kerrycoco.ie or 087 488 8360. 

 

Environmental Linkage
Group Meeting

The next meeting of the Kerry PPN Environmental
Linkage Group will take place on Monday 18th at
6.30pm, Tralee Bay Wetlands. 

The Kerry PPN Environmental Linkage Group brings
together all PPN members who are interested or involved
in environmental issues. All PPN members are welcome
to join the group. 

This meeting will focus on progressing the policy areas
agreed by the group at the start of the year. These
include Community Gardens & Allotments, Invasive
Species, Pesticide and Herbicide Uuse, Trees and
Hedgerows, Water Quality and Circular Economy. 

If you would like to attend the meeting please RSVP to
Caroline or Kathy at ppn@kerrycoco.ie or 066 7183686

 

An Introduction to AI for
Older Adults

No Jargon, no hype, just facts. 

Designed for older adults (over 55yrs+).

Join us over three mornings to explore what AI is, how it
already is impacting your life and how you can live a
more informed life in a world of technology.

A practical course with hands on experience delivered by
the Academy for Good (Maynooth University) in
partnership with Kerry Public Participation Network and
the Older People’s Council Kerry.

Date: 18th, 24th & 25th June  (Participants must attend
all three sessions)

Time: 10.30am- 2.30pm

Location: Listowel Family Resource Centre

To book contact Caroline or Kathy on 066 7183686 or
email ppn@kerrycoco.ie or use the booking link below

Booking Link

Grants & Funding
News

Sustainability Step-up Fund
The Sustainability Step-Up Fund is open for
applications until Thursday 28 May 2026 at 1pm!

The Sustainability Step-Up Fund is a €1.5 million, two-
year fund created by Rethink Ireland and supported
by Zurich in Ireland and the Department of Rural and
Community Development and the Gaeltacht.

The fund will support five innovative, community-led
initiatives that will have a social and environmental
impact on both urban and rural communities. 

Organisations including social innovations working in the
space of the circular economy, climate stewardship,
action and education, biodiversity restoration,
community development or sustainable
practices can apply to the fund. 

Further Information

 

Community Centres
Investment Fund 2026 -

Refurbishment Grant
The Community Centres Investment Fund 2026 -
Refurbishment Grant is providing funding for the
improvement and refurbishment of existing community
centres in both urban and rural areas.

Funding is being made available under 2 Categories,
with grants of between €10,000 and €100,000 available.

How to Apply:-

The scheme will be delivered in conjunction with Pobal.

All applicants must register as ‘users’ on the online portal
here in advance of the application process which will
open on 29th May, 2026. Community organisations that
applied for this fund previously will not need to register
again but should check that their details are still correct.

Community organisations are strongly advised to get
their application and paperwork ready in advance of the
application process opening.

The Portal for online applications will open on 29th May,
2026 at MyPobal Portal and will remain open until 13th
July, 2026.

More Information

 

Upcoming Events
 

Managing and keeping
your money safe 

AIB & MABS are jointly hosting a free Financial Literacy
Event in the Ashe Hotel on Friday 22nd May. Tea / coffee
at 10.30am, with an 11am start. The event theme is
about managing your money and avoiding fraud. The
other mainstream banks and credit union will also be in
attendance.

The format of the event is quick introduction followed by
40 mins Q&A with a panel speakers from AIB , MABS,
Guards and other agencies.

 

Registration Link

Save the Date: Literacy and
Wellbeing Conference

When: 11th June (Half Day Conference)

Where: The Rose Hotel, Tralee

Supporting the Unmet Literacy Needs of Service
Users

Literacy and wellbeing are deeply interconnected, yet
unmet adult literacy needs remain largely hidden across
health, education and community services. One in five
Irish adults experience difficulties with literacy including
reading, numeracy, digital skills, health and financial
literacy.

What This Conference Provides

Clear Communication

Practical guidance on using plain language
Tools to make forms, leaflets and digital content easier
to understand
Strategies to help staff recognise hidden literacy
challenges

Increased Awareness Among Services

Insight into how literacy affects access,
decision‑making and wellbeing
Real examples of barriers adults face
Opportunities to learn from local and national
initiatives

Focus on Five Key Literacy Areas

Literacy — reading, writing, understanding information
and building confidence
Financial Literacy — budgeting, bills, banking,
financial decision‑making
Family Literacy — supporting children’s learning and
engaging with schools
Digital Literacy — using online services, forms, apps
and digital tools
Health Literacy — understanding medical information,
appointments and care pathways

Collaboration & Innovation

Networking across health, education, community and
voluntary sectors
Shared resources and practical examples
Support for joint projects under the Adult Literacy for
Life Strategy

Full programme details to be circulated closer to the date

Please contact Mairem.oleary@hse.ie for further
information

 

Book Online

Kerry Biodiversity
Conference

When: Friday 22nd May at 9am to Saturday 23rd May at
3pm

Where: An Cuan Building, MTU North Campus, Tralee,
Co. Kerry

Organisers: MTU Kerry Wildlife Biology Programme and
Kerry County Council

The Conference includes three biodiversity themes:

1. Coastal and Marine
2. Terrestrial
3. Wetlands

Guest speakers will present their work on selected
wildlife projects or species and updates on their
conservation throughout the county. Discussion panels
will provide active participation by all attendees
throughout the day.

 

THE BARNA WAY Farm
Biodiversity Walk

When: Tuesday 19 May 11am-1pm

Where: Barnadarrig, Ballybunion, V31 YK68

The Barna Way is an eco-social arts project organic farm
and native woodland near Ballybunion Co Kerry

The Barna Way is an eco-social arts project, organic
farm and wild life sanctuary near Ballybunion, Co Kerry.
We support wild meadows/woodland and are home to
creative projects like www.brilliantballybunion.com
and www.lisafingleton.com

Booking Link

 

Kenmare Memory Café
When: Tuesday 26th May 2026 11am-12:30pm

Where: The Lansdowne Hotel Kenmare, Main Street,
V93 YRC8

With Guest Speaker: Fiona Doyle - Reflexologist.

Exploring Reflexology and its many benefits. Fiona is
happy to include a demonstration if there is interest.

Followed by refreshments and a singsong with the
talented Suzanne & Tracy - song requests welcome!

For more information, contact Niamh Murphy at
niamh.murphy@alzheimer.ie or 087 216 5104

 

Activator Pole Pop Up
Workshop (Kenmare)

Description: This free 2 hour session will take place in
Kenmare Further Education Training Centre in
association with Kerry Library. This workshop will be led
by a qualified Activator Pole tutor who will teach
participants how to adjust the poles and will also
demonstrate the "Activator Technique," which involves
keeping the poles vertical and pressing down on the
ergonomic "resting shelf" of the handle as people walk to
engage core muscles. Participants may be taken on a
gentle walk, weather depending.

Note: People can drop in any time between 10:30-12:30
for the demonstrations.

Date: Wednesday 20th May

Location: Kenmare Further Education Training Centre

Times: 10:30-12:30pm

Cost: Free

No need to register just pop along!

If you have Activator Poles please bring them along,
otherwise poles will be provided on the day.

 

Join us for our Ladies’
Crafting Group, Killarney

Join us for our Ladies’ Crafting Group!
We’ll be meeting on the 4th Monday of each month at
10.30am. This group is for women who are hard of
hearing, and offers a fun, supportive, and inclusive space
to learn new skills, enjoy great conversation, and make
connections. Come along for company, creativity, and a
cup of tea!

When: Monday 25th May

Time: 10.30am-12.30pm 

Location Chime unit 1b Park place, High Street
Killarney V93 CDP9

Contact: 064 6620052 or 0860105200

 

Wildlife Friendly Gardening
Workshop in Kerry Writers
Museum in Listowel
Kerry Writers’ Museum is delighted to host a National
Biodiversity Week event on Friday 22nd May at 7pm. 

The museum will welcome environmental scientist
Anneke Vreiling O'Connor for a talk titled Wildlife Friendly
Gardening. The event will explore how everyday garden
spaces can be transformed to support biodiversity, with a
particular focus on pollinators and hedgehogs. Anneke,
originally from the Netherlands and now based in
Abbeyfeale, has extensive experience in biodiversity and
river ecosystems and has contributed significantly to
local conservation initiatives, including the Abbeyfeale
Community Biodiversity Action Plan 2023–2027. 

This event forms part of National Biodiversity Week and
is supported by Kerry County Council and the National
Parks and Wildlife Service.

 

ERP Electrical Recycling
Drop Off event - Listowel
Mart- May 23rd
Join us for ERP Ireland’s Electrical Recycling Drop Off
Day and recycle your old household electrical items -
responsibly.

 Saturday 23rd May

⏰ 10am - 4pm

📍 Listowel Mart, Tanavalla Industrial Estate, Listowel

♻What to bring:

💻Old electronics (phones, laptops, earbuds etc.)

📺 Household appliances (fridges, microwaves, etc.)

🎮Old power tools & gaming equipment

🔌 Anything with a plug, cable or battery!

🪫Used batteries to support Batteries for Barretstown.

Spread the word - bring your electrical items, and recycle
right!

Non electrical items will not be collected. Never bin
batteries. 

 

 

Killarney Alzheimer Café
Open to everyone

Held the third Wednesday of every month

Where: Coil na Darrach Community Room V93 VXY8

This Month's Session: Wednesday, 20th May 2026
11am-1pm

Speaker: Cathy Murphy - Community Garda

For Further Details, Contact: Lynda Phillips at 087 355
6508 or lynda.phillips@alzheimer.ie

 

LAWPRO Nature
Based Solutions

Conference

LAWPRO are pleased to invite you to the upcoming
Nature-based Solutions (NbS) Conference, taking place
in Dundalk IT on 10th and 11th of June 2026.

This is a 2-day event including practical approaches to
protecting urban, rural, coastal, and riverine
environments.

Featuring international and Irish speakers.

This event is to support people to plan for and deliver
Nature-based Solutions in the context of their work
showcasing practical examples and innovative
approaches for the delivery of Nature-based Solutions in
the Irish and international context.

There will be a focused discussion on integrating Nature-
based Solutions and Rainwater Management Planning /
Water Sensitive Urban Design into the new County
Development Plans and Nature Restoration Law.

The programme has been designed to reflect the
feedback needs of the various professionals working in
the private and public sector.

You can choose to attend in person for the full 2-day
event or online for day 1only.

To confirm your attendance, please register using the link
below:

Register for Nature Based Solutions Conference - 10th &
11th June 2026 | Online Consultation Portal of the
Waters and Communities
Officehttps://consult.watersandcommunities.ie/en/content
/register-nature-based-solutions-conference-10th-11th-
june-2026

 

 

Community News

Information Sessions -
Expansion of the Vacant
Property Refurbishment

Grant
Vacant Property Refurbishment Grants

Following the recent announcement by the Department
of Housing of the expansion of the Vacant Property
Refurbishment Grant, Kerry County Council will hold a
series of information evenings for property owners
across the county over the coming weeks.'

A maximum grant of €50,000 is available for a property
vacant for 2 or more years. Where the refurbishment
costs are expected to exceed the standard grant of up to
€50,000, a maximum top-up grant amount of up to
€20,000 is available where the property is confirmed by
the applicant(s) to be derelict (i.e. structurally unsound
and dangerous) or if the property is already on the local
authority’s Derelict Sites Register, bringing the total grant
available for a derelict property up to a maximum of
€70,000.

From 31st March 2026, the Grant is being expanded to
support bringing more vacant and derelict properties into
use as homes. The expansion of the scheme will
facilitate the conversion of above the shop unused space
and vacant commercial buildings into residential use.
Three additional schemes have been announced:.

Vacant Above the Shop Grant (funding up to €135,000)

VPRG – Conversion of former Commercial/ Public Use
Buildings (additional top-up funding up to €40,000)

Expert Advice Grant (funding up to €5,000)

For further details, visit https://www.kerrycoco.ie/vacant-
property-grants/

 

 

Road Closures
Road Closure – Dingle Adventure Race 2026 – Notice of
Intention

Road Closure – L-3009 Toornanaunagh, Gneeveguilla,
Co. Kerry – Notice of Intention

Road Closure – Rookery Rd, Killarney, Co. Kerry –
Notice of Decision

 

 

 

Grab your camera and explore the wild things around
you this May! The Biodiversity Photographer of the Year
competition begins May 1st!

They are also delighted to announce this year's Ocean
Category with support from Fair Seas. Whether you are a
diver, a fisherman, or love the coastline, this category is
for you!

All amateur photographers are invited to take part,
whether you are a seasoned photographer, or are
completely new to the hobby. It's a wonderful way to
actively immerse yourself in nature and they would love
to see what you find!

Read more about the competition here

https://biodiversityweek.ie/photo-competitions/

Crafting Connections
This is an initiative from the Activities Subgroup of the
Kerry Community Integration Forum. They are inviting
craft circles and community groups to contribute pieces
to a shared exhibition celebrating craft and community
across the county.

They are interested in hearing about what you are
making, what projects are inspiring you, and the stories
behind your work.

Get involved

If your group would like to take part get in touch by 22nd
May 2026 at integration@kerrycoco.ie or 087 134 8142

 

Age Friendly Recognition
and Achievement Awards
2026

The call for submissions to the 2026 National Age
Friendly Recognition and Achievement awards is now
live and the closing date is 29th May 2026.

Age Friendly Ireland is thrilled to announce that we are
now open for applications to the National Age Friendly
Recognition and Achievement Awards 2026. Each year a
local authority hosts the awards event, and they are
excited to reveal that Limerick City and County
Council are hosting this year’s event
in The Limerick Strand Hotel on Thursday, October
8th, 2026.

They are seeking innovative projects from across this
range of areas that have real impact on the lives of older
people and have the potential to be showcased and
replicated. We will be welcoming initiatives at both local
and national level.

Further Information

 

HSE South West Patient
and Service User
Partnership Groups |
Recruitment Support 

Recruitment for a Regional Patient and Service User
Partnership Council

HSE South West is setting up a Patient and Service User
Partnership Council to represent the patient, service user
and carer voice and provide advice and guidance to the
health region. The Council will be made of adults who
have used, or supported someone else to use, health
and social care services in Cork or Kerry.

It is important that the Patient and Service User
Partnership Council is diverse. We want people with
different experiences and perspectives.

In addition, HSE South West is setting up a Patient and
Service User Partnership Panel and a Patient and
Service User Partnership Mailing List.

We are carrying out a recruitment campaign inviting
people living in the HSE South West region to apply.

poster (with link/QR code to the online Expression of
Interest Form),

Applications are open for the HSE South West Patient
and Service-User Partnership Groups and close on May
26th 2026.

 Contact details 

We are most grateful for your possible assistance and if
you have any queries, please contact Jimmy Burke,
Regional Patient and Service User Experience Lead for
HSE South West by emailing
partnership.southwest@hse.ie.

 

Training & Education
Opportunities

Upcoming free training in
Suicide Prevention,
Understanding Self-Harm,
Suicide Bereavement
The HSE is offering FREE training during February,
March, April and May.

For more information on the training courses, please
email sp.enquiries@hse.ie

When Where Training Events

14th May,
Thursday &
15th Friday       
8:45am-5pm

Tralee
Education
Centre,
Dromthacker,
Tralee, Co.
Kerry, V92
HK52

Applied Suicide
Intervention
Skills Training

14th May,
Thursday
9:30am-5pm

Rathoonane
Community
Centre, Tralee,
Co. Kerry, V92
D9HF

Understanding
Self-Harm
Training

19th May,
Tuesday
9:30am-5pm

Torc
Community &
Family
Resource
Centre CLG,
Ballyspillane
Estate,
Killarney, Co.
Kerry, V93
FD1H

Suicide
Bereavement
Training for
Professionals
and Key
Contacts to
Support Those
Bereaved or
Affected by
Suicide Loss

21st May,
Thursday
10am-1:30pm

TORC
Community &
Family
Resource
Centre,
Ballyspillane,
Killarney, Co.
Kerry,
V93FD1H

safeTALK
suicide
alertness
training

26th May,
Tuesday 3pm-
6pm

South West
Kerry Family
Resource
Centre, 18
Main Street,
Cahersiveen,
Co. Kerry, V23
A393

safeTALK -
suicide
alertness
training

Full List of Upcoming Training/Registration Link

 

SHE Talks with Fiona
Buckley: ‘It’s not you; it’s

the system’
They are delighted to welcome Dr Fiona Buckley of UCC,
for a free, online talk on Monday 18th May, 7pm to
8pm.

The title of our first SHE Talks is ‘It’s not you; it’s the
system’: navigating gendered norms, rules and
expectations of political institutions that you didn’t create.

Fiona will discuss why challenges women face in political
life are an outcome of the gendered nature of political
institutions. Drawing from academic research Fiona will
unpack the invisible rules and norms that shape women’s
navigation of political life. Using the concept of gendered
institutions and employing feminist institutionalism theory,
she will discuss the structures and expectations that
shape behaviour, impact confidence, but also presents
opportunities for change within political institutions.

This talk presents a great opportunity to understand the
reality of Irish political systems. Sign up now! 

Registration Link

 

Engage Connecting with
Men training

Health Promotion are running Engage Connecting with
Men training in Killarney on Monday the 18th May.

The aim of this workshop is to assist a broad range of
practitioners and service providers to explore the world of
males, and to develop practical strategies for effectively
engaging with them around health and wellbeing issues.

Booking is essential and places are limited.

Registration Link

 

Biodiversity in the
Community Course

Location: Blennerville Windmill, Blennerville, Tralee

Type: Part-time

Duration: 6 weeks

Certificaiton: City & Guilds

Fees: €200

Start Date: 27th May 2026

Kerry College are offering a new ‘Biodiversity in the
Community’ Course.

This is a certified, part-time course for anyone interested
in developing real skills in biodiversity, community
planting, and urban forestry.

Delivered over six weeks, the course combines practical
learning with recognised training in how to plan and
manage green spaces in towns, villages, and community
settings. You’ll learn how to select and plant appropriate
species, support wildlife and pollinators, and contribute to
long-term, sustainable environmental projects.

This course will run on Wednesday evenings 6.30 pm to
9.30 pm and Saturdays 9.00am to 4.15pm for 6 weeks in
Blennerville Windmill, Blennerville, Tralee

Further Informaiton

 

For more information call Diarmuid on 087 448 2138 or
email diarmuid.brennan@kerrycoco.ie

Booking Link

First Aid workshop -
Castleisland 

Location: An Riocht, Castleisland

Date: Saturday, 30th May 2026

Time: 10:00am – 4:00pm

Cost: €50 + booking fee

This Basic Sports First Aid course is aimed at anyone
involved in sport, including coaches, players, teachers,
volunteers and parents. The course focuses on real-life,
sport-specific scenarios and practical skills that can be
applied in a club setting.

Course Content Includes:

CPR & AED use
Choking (adult, child & baby)
Sprains, strains & fractures
Wound care & bleeding control
Asthma, diabetes, epilepsy & shock
Chain of survival and emergency response

Participants who complete the course will receive
a Basic First Aid Certificate (valid for 2 years).

Suitable for participants aged 18+

Public Consultations

Barriers to Accessing Bank
Accounts for Small
Community Groups

Social Justice Ireland is an independent social justice
think tank. After consulting with small community groups
last year they became aware of the difficulties many
groups have trying to open bank accounts so that they
can apply for and recieve small grants and funds. 

They’re conducting a short survey to better understand
how community groups access basic financial services,
and where gaps may exist. By sharing your perspective,
you’ll contribute to research that aims to improve access
to basic financial products for community groups. It is
hoped that this research will bring the issue to the
attendtion of the Irish Banking sector. The survey
is quick, anonymous, and open to everyone.

The Survey is open until 31st October 2026.

Survey Link

 

Open Consultations
Section 38 Notice - Provision of Bus Stops & Shelters
to be located at various locations in Co. Kerry.
Part 8 Public Notice - R878 Laharn, Tralee, Co. Kerry
Part 8 – Cloghanelinaghan Section of South Kerry
Greenway
Proposed Variation No 4 of the Kerry County
Development Plan 2022-2028
2026 Historic Town Initiative Fund Application Castle
Street

Have you news or an event
you would like to share? 

Our newsletter comes out weekly and is designed to
keep you up-to-date with
Kerry PPN news, local and national funding
opportunities, open consultations,
training and webinars, local events and our PPN member
vacancies.

If your group has an upcoming event or news you would
like shared in our
newsletter please email the details, with any images and
registration links to
ppn@kerrycoco.ie before 3pm on Thursday to be
considered for inclusion. 

The Kerry Public Participation Network (PPN) is a
network of 1,000+ community & voluntary, social

inclusion and environmental groups in Kerry.

We connect Kerry County Council with our member
groups facilitating community participation in local

government decision making. We work to make sure
our member groups have a say on local issues that

concern them. 
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