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Welcome to the Kerry PPN Weekly newsletter packed
with funding opportunities, community events and
information about upcoming public consultations. Please
feel free to share this information with your group so all
members can keep up to date. 
 
If a group member would like to subscribe directly to the
newsletter please ask them to email their name and
email address to ppn@kerrycoco.ie
 
To have your community event included in our upcoming
newsletter please email the details to ppn@kerrycoco.ie

Kind Regards
 
Máiréad and Kathy.

Tel:0874888360 / 0667183686  Email:
ppn@kerrycoco.ie
Website: www.kerryppn.ie
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Grants & Funding
News

Placemaking and
Community Activation Grant

Scheme 2026

Kerry County Council has announced details of the
allocation of €250,000 in funding support for projects
across the county under the Placemaking and
Community Activation Grant Scheme 2026.

The scheme is open to businesses, community and
voluntary groups based in Kerry, preferably in the
settlement where the project will be delivered. It is not
intended for profit organisations, but projects which
support community benefit/enhancement in a ‘free of
charge’ setting.

Project Types:

Projects must encourage or benefit the look, feel and
experience of a settlement in Kerry. Projects may look to
enhance awareness of biodiversity, culture and heritage,
e.g. greening of areas, sculptures, wall murals, arts
installations and amenity areas. Projects are not
restricted to these themes.

Funding Amount:

As a guide it is expected that projects will range from
€5,000 to €15,000.

Project Delivery:

Successful project applications will be contacted within 6
weeks of the application deadline 15 May 2026. All
funded projects will be delivered by the applicant
group(s). Projects must be completed by the end of
2026.

The closing date for receipt of completed applications at
5pm on Friday, 15 May 2026.

Queries should be referred by email to the Municipal
District Officer in each area as follows:

Eamon Cunningham Tralee MD:
ecunning@kerrycoco.ie 
Matthew Farrell Killarney MD:
Matthew.Farrell@kerrycoco.ie 
Patricia Greaney Listowel MD:
patricia.greaney@kerrycoco.ie 
Davina Griffin Kenmare MD:
davina.griffin@kerrycoco.ie 
Annemarie Lynch Castleisland-Corca Dhuibhne MD:
amlynch@kerrycoco.ie

Application Form & Further Information

 

Community Services
Programme Open Call for

Applications 2026
The Community Services Programme is to support
community organisations that operate to deliver a social
purpose, to offer services that meet identified needs and
provide employment locally contributing to sustainable,
inclusive and empowered communities.

This successful programme is now being opened to new
entrants. It will provide community-based organisations
with an opportunity to access funding to support the
employment of staff, in line with the programme’s
objectives and principles.

Pobal will provide support to organisations interested in
making a preliminary application to join the CSP
Programme until the closing date for applications on 8
May 2026.

Further Information

 

Community Safety Fund
The Community Safety Fund is an annual grant fund
which allows for the proceeds of crime, seized by the
Criminal Assets Bureau (CAB) and An Garda Síochána,
to be directed back into communities, in order to fund
innovative local projects aimed at building stronger, safer
communities.

Grants range between €20,000 – €150,000.

Applications close on Monday 18 May at 5pm.

Applications are invited from community safety initiatives
as well as groups co-funded with local authorities, NGOs
and community organisations working on issues relevant
to community safety and youth justice..

Queries in relation to the Community Safety Fund should
be directed to communitysafetyfund@justice.ie.

Further Information

 

Information Webinar
 A webinar to support organisations in preparing their
applications will be held by the National Office for
Community Safety

When: Tuesday 21 April at 11am

Registration Link

 

Community Centres
Investment Fund 2026 -

Refurbishment Grant
The Community Centres Investment Fund 2026 -
Refurbishment Grant is providing funding for the
improvement and refurbishment of existing community
centres in both urban and rural areas.

Funding is being made available under 2 Categories,
with grants of between €10,000 and €100,000 available.

The Portal for online application will open on May 29th,
2026, at MyPobal Portal and will remain open until July
13th, 2026

Potential applicants are encouraged to register on the
application portal in advance of this date.

More Information

 

CLÁR 2026-Funding for
Small-Scale Rural Projects

CLÁR (Ceantair Laga Árd-Riachtanais) is a targeted
investment programme for rural areas that aims to
provide funding for small infrastructural projects in
designated rural areas that have experienced significant
levels of de-population and/or socio-economic
disadvantage and geographic remoteness.

For 2026 the CLÁR programme has been expanded to
include five additional areas in Kerry: Ardfert, Arabela,
Brewsterfield, Castleisland, and Scartaglin. A map of all
eligbile areas in Kerry is available to view here 

The 2026 programme will be delivered through three
separate Measures as follows:

Measure 1: Developing Community Facilities &
Amenities

This measure is being administered by Kerry County
Council and the Portal for online applications through the
Kerry County Council website using CLÁR Funding 2026
| Kerry County Council and will remain open until 5pm
on Friday 15th May, 2026.

All applicants must register as ‘users’ on
https://consult.kerrycoco.ie/ to apply.  Groups that have
already registered on https://consult.kerrycoco.ie/ will not
need to register again.  If your group is not registered,
please register as soon as possible (Select Organisation
for Registration Type).

Measure 2: Mobility, Cancer Care, Community First
Responder and Meals on Wheels Transport

This measure is administered directly by the Department.
Closing date for applications is 22nd May 2026.

Measure 3: ‘Our Living Islands’

This measure will fund interventions on inhabited
offshore Islands under:  Island Community Transport;
and Island Community Amenities.

This measure is administered directly by the Department.
Closing date for applications is 3rd July 2026. Further
information and application forms can be downloaded via
the link below. 

Further Information

 

Funding Opportunities
Closing Shortly

Grant Deadline
Date

Further
Information

Rethink
Ireland: Growth
Fund 2026-
2029

20th April 2026 Further
Information

Rethink
Ireland:
Disability
Participation
and Awareness
Fund 4.0

23rd April 2026 Further
Information

Overview of Funding Programmes from Kerry

County Council

Upcoming Events

Wheels On The Bus For
Kerry Mental Health

Association May Day
Fundraiser Sing-Song

KERRY’S biggest sing-song will take place at 5.15pm on
Friday 1st May when everyone sings The Wheels On
The Bus to help fundraise to purchase a ‘bus’ for a local
mental health day centre.

Kerry Mental Health Association is driving the campaign
for Leawood House, Killarney where a 9-seater vehicle
would facilitate greater social networking and easier
access to mental health appointments for clients.

The sing-song with a band of volunteer musicians and
singers will happen on Radio Kerry’s Afternoon Show
from Reidy’s Bar, Killarney and across social media
at 5.15pm on Friday 1st May.

It will coincide with a Wheel-a-thon that will involve
volunteers taking turns to roll a bus tyre along Main
Street in Killarney (outside Reidy’s Pub) for a few hours
on the same day.

Donations can be made via the bucket collection on the
day or online at https://KerryMentalHealth.ie/bus.

The mission of Kerry Mental Health Association is to
promote mental health to everyone in the county and to
support people with mental health challenges, their
families and carers through fundraising and educational
activities.

Lyrics for “The Wheels On The Bus” are available to
download from Kerry Mental Health Association’s
Facebook and Instagram pages and
https://KerryMentalHealth.ie/bus.

 

KIFF Film Club
The KIFF Film Club continues on Wednesday 22nd
April at 8pm at Cinema Killarney.

The club focuses on showcasing Irish films, bringing
audiences together to enjoy great stories from home in a
relaxed, welcoming setting.

This month’s film is Gerry Adams: A Ballymurphy Man, a
compelling documentary exploring the life and legacy of
one of Ireland’s most well-known political figures.

There will be free tea and coffee before the screening,
giving audiences a chance to settle in and have a chat
beforehand.

The KIFF Film Club is supported by Screen Ireland.
Tickets can be purchased at www.kerryfilmfestival.com 

All are welcome!

 

Killarney Library Sensory
Room

Come to experience the Pop-Up Open Sensory Room in
Partnership with Autism Friendly Killarney.

All Welcome.

You don't need to book.

Children must be accompanied by an adult at all times.

Where: Killarney Library, Co. Kerry

When: 8th to 25th April during library hours

 

Registration Link

Connect with MTU
When: Friday 24th April from 8:30am - 12pm

Where: An Cuan (MTU's newest Steam Building), MTU
Kerry North Campus, Tralee

An industry and community open day, offering an
opportunity to meet our academic departments, work
placement coordinators, researchers, lifelong learning
teams, and enterprise supports.

Learn how MTU student work placements and
internships operate
Hear how our research community is supporting local
industry through innovative solutions
Explore part-time and blended learning opportunities
through Springboard+
Discover how MTU can support start-ups and scaling
companies

 

Roger Casement Talk
When: Tuesday 21st April at 7pm

Where: Tralee Library

'Captured in Kerry, Lost to History: Remembering the life
and legacy of Roger Casement'- A talk by historian Dr.
Angus Mitchell

 

Roma Cultural Awareness
Discussion

Celebrate International Roma Day!

Learn about the Roma Community

When: Monday 20th April from 12pm - 1:45pm

Where: MTU North Campus, Kerry Sports Academy,
Room W217, Dromtacker, Tralee

Lunch will be served

Everyone is welcome

Confirm Attendance Here

 

A Young Storyteller
Returns: Danny Lawlor

Launches His Third Book
in Listowel

A young creative voice continues to grow in Listowel as
13-year-old author and illustrator Danny Lawlor prepares
to launch his third book, Easter of the Bunny Hunter, at
Kerry Writers’ Museum on Saturday, April 18 at
2:30pm. This latest instalment in his adventure trilogy
sees the return of Robby the Rabbit in a fast-paced story
filled with mysterious meteorites, hidden microchips,
inventive gadgets, and a new villain threatening the
multiverse.

Officially launched by Godfrey Coppinger and published
with the support of JM Agency Publishing & Design, the
event promises a warm and welcoming afternoon with
refreshments and Easter treats. All are invited to come
along and support this inspiring young local talent and
celebrate the power of creativity within the community.

 

Write Club for Teens in
Kerry Writers’ Museum

A new rhythm of writing returns to Kerry Writers’ Museum
this April, as Write Club continues as a fortnightly FREE
creative writing club for teens aged 13–18, taking
place on Saturday 18th April from 1.00–2.30pm.
Delivered in partnership with Fighting Words, it offers a
welcoming space where young writers can explore ideas,
stories, and imagination at their own pace.

No experience is needed—just curiosity and a
willingness to put words on the page. Everything is free
to attend, and all are welcome. It’s a chance to step into
a room where stories are shaped together, supported by
guidance, conversation, and creative play.

 

Coffee 'n' chat 
Location: Kerry Coast Hotel, Frank's Bar & Bistro - 8/9
Church Street, Cahersiveen, Co. Kerry V23 RV07

When: Wednesday 22nd April 11am - 1pm

The Alzheimer Society of Ireland are excited to announce
that Coffee 'n' Chat has come to Cahersiveen!

Their goal is to connect people, share information and
stories and provide support -  all while enjoying a cup of
coffee/tea and a yummy home baked scone! 

 

Official Opening of Féile na
Bealtaine

Féile na Bealtaine would like to invite you to its official
opening by Sláine Ní Chathalláin!

When: Thursday 30th April at 1pm

Where: the Diseart Gardens,Green Street, Dingle

 

The Art of Nature:
Protecting our Forests and

Oceans

Smashing Times International Centre for the Arts and
Equality presents The Art of Nature: Protecting our
Forests and Oceans, a unique project using the arts,
creative methodologies and digital technologies in the
Cahersiveen and South Kerry area to celebrate the
beauty of forests and oceans, the importance of
biodiversity and the deep connections to nature. 

Activities:

Creative Art Workshops: Science-based creative art
workshops take place with schools and communities
to promote biodiversity, sustainability and links to
social justice.
Live Performances and Talks: Activities consist of
two public environmental-themed performances and
post-show panel discussions. 
Training: In addition to the performances and panel
discussions, a series of science-based creative art
workshops take place with schools and communities
to promote biodiversity, sustainability, and
environmental justice. A Sustainable Event
Management Training Workshop, open to the public,
takes place to promote sustainable event
management and eco-friendly practises for organising
a community-based arts event or festival. Places
limited to 20, on a first-come, first-served basis.
Contact Freda at Smashing Times on 087 2214245,
for further details.

Public Events:

The Art of Trees by Mary Moynihan is a live,
immersive, environmental performance blending theatre,
poetry, and music to celebrate and reflect on the beauty
of trees and forests, the importance of biodiversity, and
the deep connections to nature. Each show is followed
by a town-hall style community meet-up to discuss
creative ways to protect the environment and human
rights. The guest speaker is environmental expert Elis
Martinelli from Sea Synergy Marine Awareness Centre.

Friday 17th April 2026 at 8pm
Tech Amergin Arts and Education Centre,
Waterville, County Kerry V23 A243 
Booking: 066 9478956.
Admission Free. Booking Essential.

Saturday 18th April 2026 at 7pm
St John the Baptist Church, School Road,
Valentia Island, County Kerry V23 TY72.
Booking: 087 2214245 or email
freda@smashingtimes.ie.
Booking Essential.

Further Information

 

Kenmare Memory Cafe
*New Location*

Location: The Lansdowne Hotel Kenmare, Main St. V93
YRC8

When: Tuesday 28th April from 11am - 12:30pm

Guest Speaker: Michelle Foley - HSE Health Promotion
Officer 

Ways to look after your health & wellbeing workshop

This workshop will focus on the benefit of self-care and
how you can add a little bit more self-care into your day
to day routine.

Followed by refreshements and music by the talented
Suzanne & Tracy - song requests welcome!

For more information, contact Niamh Murphy,
niamh.murphy@alzheimer.ie or 087 2165104

Community News

Working with Nature
Awards 2026

The Working with Nature Awards 2026 has just launched.

The Working with Nature Awards recognise
individuals, community groups and organisations across
Ireland who are actively protecting, restoring and
reconnecting people with nature.

Now in its second year, the Awards celebrate impactful
work across three categories:

1. Biodiversity & Rewilding
2. Nature Media
3. Nature Education & Wellbeing.

Open to projects of all sizes, the Awards aim to highlight
real, on-the-ground action while providing a platform to
share stories that inspire wider change.

Nominations are now open until 25 May, with the Awards
Ceremony taking place on 2 July at Powerscourt Estate.

More information and entry details

 

Shine
 

Support| Advocacy|
Education| for mental illness

 

Shine are a Mental Health Charity with these services
available in Kerry: 

Information & Support Service - A national phone and
email service providing you with information and support
relating to mental health recovery, your local mental
health and community supports, your rights, and
accessing Shine's services.  

This service operates Monday to Friday, from 9am to
5pm, and can be contacted by phone on 018601610
or 0860407701, or by email at support@shine.ie.  

Individual Recovery Planning Support - Meet regularly
with a Mental Health Recovery Support Worker, either in-
person, online, or by phone, who will support you to
recognise your personal strengths and needs, define
your own mental health and life goals, develop a plan to
help you achieve these, and identify services, supports,
skills, and tools that may help. This service is available to
both people experiencing mental health difficulties and to
individual relatives/supporters of someone experiencing
mental health difficulties. (Due to the popularity of this
service, in some regions it may be some time between
you registering for this service and a Mental Health
Recovery Support Worker contacting you to arrange your
first appointment). 

Peer Support Groups – Join one of Shine’s community-
based, recovery-orientated, and peer-facilitated support
groups where you can explore your challenges with
peers and learn from each other's experiences. They
offer support groups for people experiencing mental
health difficulties, and support groups for
relatives/supporters. All of Shine’s support groups
provide participants with a sense of connection, hope,
identity, meaning and empowerment, and decrease
feelings of isolation and stigma.  

Recovery Education Programmes - Shine provides a
variety of workshops, talks, and mental health recovery
education programmes, which aim to support you as
either a person experiencing mental health difficulties or
as a relative/supporter, to gain knowledge and develop
skills to support your own well-being. These can be
provided to groups on request, or to the public. (Their
public events are advertised locally and via Shine’s
social media channels).  

More information

 

Volunteer with Foróige
Foróige is Ireland's largest youth development
organization with more than 5,000 volunteers and staff
around the country. We create spaces where young
people feel empowered to grow, connect, and unlock
their full potential. 

You SHOULD volunteer if you want to: 

1. Develop new skills that will make you attractive to
future employers 

2. Make a difference in your community and create
lasting connections

3. Share your talents and join a supportive team

They are looking for volunteers in Cahersiveen,
Foilmore, Valentia Island, Portmagee, and Waterville. 

If you are interested please contact Fiona O'Sullivan
at 0861083082 or fiona.osullivan@foroige.ie

Apply to Volunteer

 

Age Friendly Ireland
Newsletter

Download the latest edition of the Age Friendly Ireland
Newsletter: 10th April Edition

Download Newsletter Here

 

 Run the 2026 Dublin City
Marathon for Recovery

Haven 
Would you like to take part in this year’s Irish Life Dublin
City Marathon, but have missed the deadline for the
event’s hugely competitive ballot system for places?

Well, the good news is that cancer support charity,
Recovery Haven Kerry, has TWO final places up for
grabs for those wishing to take on the challenge and
raise vital money for a great cause.

The charity has two FREE places available for the
October 25th event, with those applying asked to commit
to raising a minimum of €1,500 for Recovery Haven
Kerry.

Link for final two FREE places

 

Reusable Party Pack!
“Borrow, Use, Return”, a reusable party‑pack initiative
designed to help reduce single‑use plastics and support
more sustainable celebrations.

Each party pack contains reusable cups, plates, bowls,
cutlery and jugs and caters for up to 30 people. It also
includes colourful bunting created by Community Reuse
Network Ireland (CRNI) using upcycled textiles. All items
are washable, durable and designed for repeated use
within the community. The packs can support any type of
gathering, from birthday parties and coffee mornings to
sports celebrations and school events and can be shared
among families and neighbours to maximise community
benefit. In addition to providing reusable supplies, the
initiative encourages greener party planning with
practical tips.

The initiative is open to a wide range of community and
voluntary groups, including tidy towns groups, community
voluntary groups, parent associations, active age groups
and sports clubs. Participation from primary or secondary
schools, colleges and universities, family resource
centres or other types of community centres or settings is
also welcome.

Kerry County Council has 10 reusable party packs to
give to community and voluntary groups. To take part
in the initiative in Kerry:

1. Please email breda.moriarty@kerrycoco.ie before
Friday 24th April, 2026, with “Circular Communities  -
Borrow, Use, Return Party Pack” in the subject line
and type of group that you are.

2. The initiative is seeking a variety of different types of
groups across the Southern Waste Region to ensure
broad community reach and engagement. Packs will
be allocated based on the type of groups.

3. The Party Pack is provided free of charge, and the
community group must commit to sharing it within their
community and providing feedback to Kerry County
Council. 

Training & Education
Opportunities

Biodiversity in the
Community Course

Location: Blennerville Windmill, Blennerville, Tralee

Type: Part-time

Duration: 6 weeks

Certificaiton: City & Guilds

Fees: €200

Start Date: 27th May 2026

Kerry College are offering a new ‘Biodiversity in the
Community’ Course.

This is a certified, part-time course for anyone interested
in developing real skills in biodiversity, community
planting, and urban forestry.

Delivered over six weeks, the course combines practical
learning with recognised training in how to plan and
manage green spaces in towns, villages, and community
settings. You’ll learn how to select and plant appropriate
species, support wildlife and pollinators, and contribute to
long-term, sustainable environmental projects.

This course will run on Wednesday evenings 6.30 pm to
9.30 pm and Saturdays 9.00am to 4.15pm for 6 weeks in
Blennerville Windmill, Blennerville, Tralee

Further Informaiton

 

 Make More Direct
Bookings in 2026

Workshop 
When: Wednesday 22nd April 9am - 1pm

Where: Dingle Skellig Hotel

An in-person Workshop specifically designed for those in
the Accommodation & Tourism Sector who want to
reclaim their profits from the likes of Booking.com,
AirBnB and other Online Travel Agents (OTAs)

Spaces are limited and those who attend will learn how
to:

Appear highly on Google Maps (Local SEO)
Get recommended AI Tools (e.g. ChatGPT/Google
Gemini)
Protect their brand on Google Ads from OTAs bidding
on them

Your investment in this Workshop is part funded by South
West Gnó Skillnet (T&Cs apply), now offered at €130
instead of the full €195pp. Register today and recieve a
free 121 website review (one hour online) prior to the
Workshop!

Registration Link

 

Dune Action Training Event
Location: Ballyroe Lodge Hotel, Tralee, Co. Kerry, V92
HT91

Date: Saturday 25th April

Time: 10:00am – 3:00pm (Lunch included)

ACT (Accelerating Change Together) in partnership with
Clean Coasts, Climate Action Regional Office (CARO),
Leave No Trace Ireland, University College Dublin, and
University of Galway, and is funded by the SSE Airtricity
Generation Green Fund, is delivering training in all
coastal counties throughout 2026.

This training event on sand dunes is due to take place in
Banna on Saturday 25th April, 2026.

Why You Should Attend

Understand how dune systems function as natural
coastal infrastructure
Explore Nature-Based Solutions as viable alternatives
or complements to hard engineering
Gain insight into balancing access, recreation and
ecological protection
Strengthen cross-departmental alignment in
responding to coastal erosion challenges
Learn practical frameworks (e.g. 3Ss – Sand, Species,
Space) for assessing and managing dune systems

Register Here

 

FREE upcoming webinar -
'Understanding Physical

Literacy'.
Sport Ireland Coaching Unit are hosting
a FREE upcoming webinar - 'Understanding Physical
Literacy'.

Regular physical activity offers a wide range of benefits
for overall health and wellbeing.

By providing positive and meaningful movement
experiences, we can empower individuals to truly thrive.

Developing physical literacy helps people build the
confidence, skills, and motivation to value and engage in
physical activity as part of their daily lives.

Date: Wednesday, 22nd April 2026

Time: 7:00 PM – 10:00 PM

Booking Link

 

For more information call Diarmuid on 087 448 2138 or
email diarmuid.brennan@kerrycoco.ie

Booking Link

First Aid workshop -
Castleisland 

Location: An Riocht, Castleisland

Date: Saturday, 30th May 2026

Time: 10:00am – 4:00pm

Cost: €50 + booking fee

This Basic Sports First Aid course is aimed at anyone
involved in sport, including coaches, players, teachers,
volunteers and parents. The course focuses on real-life,
sport-specific scenarios and practical skills that can be
applied in a club setting.

Course Content Includes:

CPR & AED use
Choking (adult, child & baby)
Sprains, strains & fractures
Wound care & bleeding control
Asthma, diabetes, epilepsy & shock
Chain of survival and emergency response

Participants who complete the course will receive
a Basic First Aid Certificate (valid for 2 years).

Suitable for participants aged 18+

 

National Heritage Week
Training Days 2026

Join for one of the free Training & Networking Days this
May for anyone thinking of organising a National
Heritage Week Event in 2026.

These events will feature a host of speakers with
knowledge and expertise in organising events and will
provide great tips for planning your own events.

This year there will be two online events.

Dates:

Tuesday, 5th May from 11am to 1pm - Online.
Wednesday, 13th May 7pm to 9pm - Online.

If you are planning a National Heritage Week event or
just interested in what it involves, be sure to join to learn
from other event organisers and get inspiration for your
event for 2026.

Register Here

 

 Upcoming Lunch time
sessions with SHE (See

Her Elected) 

The aim of the SHE Academy foundation course is to
demystify local politics.

These sessions are for anyone who wants to start to
build up a bit of knowledge about what their council does
and the different ways you can get involved in the
decisions your council makes.

Introduction to Politics 1: Active
Citizenship

When: April 21st from 1pm to 2pm

Register Here

Introduction to Politics 2: Your
County Council

When: April 28th from 1pm to 2pm

Register Here

Public Consultations

Listowel Municipal District
Settlements' Plan

Kerry County Council is updating the Listowel Municipal
District's Settlement Pland and this is your chance to
have a say on everything from housing and zoning to
transport and community spaces. 

This plan will shape how your area grows and develops.
The plan will cover Ballybunion, Listowel, Ballyheigue,
Ballylongford, Tarbert, Abbeydorney, Ballyduff,
Causeway, Duagh, Kilflynn, Lixnaw, Moyvane, Asdee,
Finuge, Kilmoyley, Knockanure and Lisselton. 

Members of the public and interest groups are invited to
atttend public consultation open days at the following
locations: 

Ballybunion Community Centre: Thursday 23rd
April from 4pm-9pm
Tarbert Community Centre: Thursday 30th April
from 4pm to 9pm
Listowel MD Office: Thursday 7th May from 4pm
to 9pm 

This is your opportunity to ask questions, share your
thoughts with the planners and make your voice heard. 

The draft plan is also available online at
consult.kerrycoco.ie/.

Submissions can be made online or in writing until Friday
15th May 2026. 

Further Information

 

Ireland’s Government
Digital Wallet

The Minister for Public Expenditure, Infrastructure, Public
Service Reform and Digitalisation (DPER), Jack
Chambers, and the Minister of State at the Department
of Public Expenditure, Infrastructure, Public Service
Reform and Digitalisation, Frank Feighan, have
announced the launch of a public consultation and
testing phase to help shape Ireland’s new Government
Digital Wallet.

The Department of Public Expenditure, Infrastructure,
Public Service Reform and Digitalisation is leading on the
digitalisation of the majority of public services including,
for example, applying for social housing, obtaining a
marriage certificate or registering for key welfare
supports, such as the working family payment.

The Government Digital Wallet is a key part of this plan
and is being developed to provide the public with a quick
and easy way to store important documents on their
phone.

It will mean that people can have digital versions of their
birth cert, driving license, European health card, and
other official documents stored safely and securely in a
digital wallet on their mobile. This will make it much
easier to access public services and verify identity both
online and in person.

As well as being a safe and secure way to store
documents, it will reduce the need to repeat the same
information to different government departments and
make everyday interactions with government
departments, more seamless.

As part of the initial phase of the consultation members
of the public can have their say and register to be part of
the testing phase.

More information/Testing registration link

 

Have Your Say on the Next
Healthy Ireland Framework

A nationwide online public consultation has been
launched to help inform the development of the next
Healthy Ireland Framework.

Building on the solid foundations laid by the Healthy
Ireland Framework 2013–2025, this consultation offers
an opportunity for the public to collaboratively reimagine
what health and wellbeing can mean for every individual
and community across the country.  

It is an opportunity for people from all walks of life to
share their views, experiences and ambitions as Ireland
creates a new roadmap towards greater health equality,
with a particular focus on supporting minority and
disadvantaged groups.

Closing date: 22nd of April 

Have your say by completing the survey at the link
below. 

Complete the Survey

 

Lough Guitane Catchment
Protection Project

The Lough Guitane Catchment Protection Project is
being undertaken by VESI Environmental, commissioned
by Streamscapes, funded by Leader and was initiated by
Kerry County Council Water Services Capital Office.

The project aims to develop a feasibility study and
strategy for identifying specific long- and short-term plans
and actions to reverse the ecological decline and water
quality degradation of Lough Guitane and Owgarriff
River. This plan will be aimed at sensitive and
sustainable land-use practices to protect the catchment.
The ultimate aim of this project is to restore and protect
the catchment so that minimal or zero treatment needed
for the drinking water supply.

As part of this study, they have developed a public
survey, which be live until April 30th, with the findings
collated for use in their study.

Survey Link

 

AI Discovery Survey for
social enterprises &

nonprofits
DEADLINE EXTENDED TO WEDNESDAY 22
APRIL - Take the survey to be in with a chance to win
a €200 One4All voucher!

Help them discover the challenges and opportunities of
AI for Good - Take their 6-minute AI Discovery Survey!

Irish language version of the survey is available here.

Rethink Ireland is developing a new capacity-building
initiative to empower the nonprofit, social enterprise,
community, and voluntary sectors in Ireland.

Your invaluable insights will help shape how AI can be
harnessed in ethical, inclusive, and impactful ways. The
survey is open to all workers and volunteers across the
nonprofit, social enterprise, community, and
voluntary sectors in Ireland. Multiple staff from the
same organisation can complete the survey.

Each person who takes the survey will be entered
into a draw to win a €200 One4All voucher. The
giveaway winner will be selected at random from the list
of completed responses after the survey closes. Those
who have already completed the survey are included in
the draw.

Survey respondents will also have the opportunity to
register interest in our “Discovery Days” — a series of
free, hands-on AI learning workshops taking place
across Ireland in 2026.

Survey Link

Have you news or an event
you would like to share? 

Our newsletter comes out weekly and is designed to
keep you up-to-date with
Kerry PPN news, local and national funding
opportunities, open consultations,
training and webinars, local events and our PPN member
vacancies.

If your group has an upcoming event or news you would
like shared in our
newsletter please email the details, with any images and
registration links to
ppn@kerrycoco.ie before 3pm on Thursday to be
considered for inclusion. 

The Kerry Public Participation Network (PPN) is a
network of 1,000+ community & voluntary, social

inclusion and environmental groups in Kerry.

We connect Kerry County Council with our member
groups facilitating community participation in local

government decision making. We work to make sure
our member groups have a say on local issues that

concern them. 
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