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Friday 10th April, 2026
 

Welcome to the Kerry PPN Weekly newsletter packed
with funding opportunities, community events and
information about upcoming public consultations. Please
feel free to share this information with your group so all
members can keep up to date. 
 
If a group member would like to subscribe directly to the
newsletter please ask them to email their name and
email address to ppn@kerrycoco.ie
 
To have your community event included in our upcoming
newsletter please email the details to ppn@kerrycoco.ie

Kind Regards
 
Máiréad and Kathy.

Tel:0874888360 / 0667183686  Email:
ppn@kerrycoco.ie
Website: www.kerryppn.ie
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Grants & Funding
News

Placemaking and
Community Activation Grant
Scheme 2026

Kerry County Council has announced details of the
allocation of €250,000 in funding support for projects
across the county under the Placemaking and
Community Activation Grant Scheme 2026.

The scheme is open to businesses, community and
voluntary groups based in Kerry, preferably in the
settlement where the project will be delivered. It is not
intended for profit organisations, but projects which
support community benefit/enhancement in a ‘free of
charge’ setting.

Project Types:

Projects must encourage or benefit the look, feel and
experience of a settlement in Kerry. Projects may look to
enhance awareness of biodiversity, culture and heritage,
e.g. greening of areas, sculptures, wall murals, arts
installations and amenity areas. Projects are not
restricted to these themes.

Funding Amount:

As a guide it is expected that projects will range from
€5,000 to €15,000.

Project Delivery:

Successful project applications will be contacted within 6
weeks of the application deadline 15 May 2026. All
funded projects will be delivered by the applicant
group(s). Projects must be completed by the end of
2026.

The closing date for receipt of completed applications at
5pm on Friday, 15 May 2026.

Queries should be referred by email to the Municipal
District Officer in each area as follows:

Eamon Cunningham Tralee MD:
ecunning@kerrycoco.ie 
Matthew Farrell Killarney MD:
Matthew.Farrell@kerrycoco.ie 
Patricia Greaney Listowel MD:
patricia.greaney@kerrycoco.ie 
Davina Griffin Kenmare MD:
davina.griffin@kerrycoco.ie 
Annemarie Lynch Castleisland-Corca Dhuibhne MD:
amlynch@kerrycoco.ie

Application Form & Further Information

 

Ireland’s EU Presidency
Culture Programme 2026
Irish Language Stream –

Call for Expressions
of Interest

Culture Ireland invites expressions of interest from Irish
language artists and touring companies to participate in a
cultural programme marking Ireland’s Presidency of the
Council of the European Union, which will take place
during the second half of 2026.

This is a unique opportunity to highlight the important
role of the Irish language in Ireland’s vibrant cultural
landscape and engage new audiences across Europe.
Proposals for multi-location tours are particularly
welcome. Events happening in Ireland that demonstrate
Irish creativity through the Irish language will also be
considered.

Applications are invited from professional artists and
companies and international presenters. Culture Ireland
provides grant funding to support costs directly related to
the international presentation of events, including travel,
transport, accommodation, and subsistence. Applications
are welcome from artists and companies across the
island of Ireland.

 Further Information

 

Community Services
Programme Open Call for

Applications 2026
The Community Services Programme is to support
community organisations that operate to deliver a social
purpose, to offer services that meet identified needs and
provide employment locally contributing to sustainable,
inclusive and empowered communities.

This successful programme is now being opened to new
entrants. It will provide community-based organisations
with an opportunity to access funding to support the
employment of staff, in line with the programme’s
objectives and principles.

Pobal will provide support to organisations interested in
making a preliminary application to join the CSP
Programme from today until the closing date for
applications on 8 May 2026.

Further Information

 

2026 LGBTIQ+ Community
Services Funding Call

The 2026 LGBTIQ+ Community Services Funding Call is
open for applications until Thursday 30 April 2026.

The Fund aims to promote inclusion, protect rights, and
to improve quality of life and wellbeing for LGBTIQ+
people in Ireland.

Two streams of funding are available, with applications
invited from existing LGBTIQ+ NGOs and community
organisations working with LGBTIQ+ people.

Further Information

 

Rethink Ireland: Growth
Fund 2026-2029

The Growth Fund is a €3.6 million three-year fund that
aims to scale proven social innovations to achieve
widespread impact and transformative change in Ireland.

The Fund has been set up to support previous Rethink
Ireland awardees who have graduated from their Rethink
Ireland programme or are in the final year of a
programme.

What do successful applicants get? 

Up to a 50% uplift on funding secured*
A tailored non financial supports package to support
awardees to grow, on topics such as strategy, scaling,
impact management and financial resilience, designed
in consultation with awardees.
Access to Rethink Ireland’s networks

You can apply to Growth Fund via the online
application form here from 12th March 2026 to 20th
April 2026. 

Further Information

 

Community Centres
Investment Fund 2026 -

Refurbishment Grant
The Community Centres Investment Fund 2026 -
Refurbishment Grant is providing funding for the
improvement and refurbishment of existing community
centres in both urban and rural areas.

Funding is being made available under 2 Categories,
with grants of between €10,000 and €100,000 available.

The Portal for online application will open on May 29th,
2026, at MyPobal Portal and will remain open until July
13th, 2026

Potential applicants are encouraged to register on the
application portal in advance of this date.

More Information

 

CLÁR 2026-Funding for
Small-Scale Rural Projects

CLÁR (Ceantair Laga Árd-Riachtanais) is a targeted
investment programme for rural areas that aims to
provide funding for small infrastructural projects in
designated rural areas that have experienced significant
levels of de-population and/or socio-economic
disadvantage and geographic remoteness.

For 2026 the CLÁR programme has been expanded to
include five additional areas in Kerry: Ardfert, Arabela,
Brewsterfield, Castleisland, and Scartaglin. A map of all
eligbile areas in Kerry is available to view here 

The 2026 programme will be delivered through three
separate Measures as follows:

Measure 1: Developing Community Facilities &
Amenities

This measure is being administered by Kerry County
Council and the Portal for online applications will open on
Wednesday 15th April, 2026 through the Kerry County
Council website using CLÁR Funding 2026 | Kerry
County Council

and will remain open until 5pm on Friday 15th May,
2026.

All applicants must register as ‘users’ on
https://consult.kerrycoco.ie/ to apply.  Groups that have
already registered on https://consult.kerrycoco.ie/ will not
need to register again.  If your group is not registered,
please register as soon as possible (Select Organisation
for Registration Type).

Measure 2: Mobility, Cancer Care, Community First
Responder and Meals on Wheels Transport

This measure is administered directly by the Department.
Closing date for applications is 22nd May 2026.

Measure 3: ‘Our Living Islands’

This measure will fund interventions on inhabited
offshore Islands under:  Island Community Transport;
and Island Community Amenities.

This measure is administered directly by the Department.
Closing date for applications is 3rd July 2026. Further
information and application forms can be downloaded via
the link below. 

Further Information

 

Funding Opportunities
Closing Shortly

Grant Deadline
Date

Further
Information

Media Literacy
and Countering
Disinformation
projects in
2026

13th April Further
Information

Creative
Climate Action
fund III

15th April Further
Information

Overview of Funding Programmes from Kerry

County Council

Upcoming Events

Chime Outreach Clinic

Chime will hold a FREE Outreach clinic on Tuesday,
14th April 2026, from 11:00am to 2:00pm, at The
Marina, Cahersiveen.

This clinic is for people who are Deaf or have hearing
loss. You will have a private, one-to-one appointment.

Chime can help with:

Hearing loss and deafness
Ringing in the ears (tinnitus)
Cleaning and small repairs to hearing aids
Advice on hearing aids and equipment
Low-cost hearing-aid batteries
Information about supports and entitlements

Appointments are required. Please phone 087 374
7327 Call before Monday, 13th April.

Chime is the National Charity for Deaf and Hard of
Hearing People and provides free, confidential support.

 

Regening: Free
Sustainability Lunchtime

Chats

Regening, a Kerry-rooted eco-social enterprise, is
running a series of online Sustainability Lunchtime
Chats. Sustainability is widely used but rarely defined in
context. It is assumed to be self-evident and often
treated as a technical problem that simply needs to be
solved. And yet, what does it truly mean in practice? 

The next chat is at 1pm, Friday 17th April. 

Book your spot

 

Walking Leader Training
The HSE Health Promotion and Improvement
Department and Kerry Recreation and Sports
Partnership are hosting a one day Walk Leader Training
Day this April in Kerry.

The training is aimed at those wishing to lead a local
walking group in their community or workplace. The
training is facilitated by a trainer from fitWALK Ireland.

Location: Killarney, Co. Kerry

Date: Saturday 25th April 2026

Time: 10:00 – 16:00

Register Here

 

Killarney Alzheimer Café
Open to everyone!

Held the third Wednesday of every month

The cafe provides a warm welcoming place for people to
meet others also living with dementia/cognitive
impairment, their carers and health & social care
professionals

Location: Coill na Darrach Community, V93VXY8

Date: Wednesday, 15th April 2026 

Time: 11am - 1pm

Speaker: Michael Cahillane, Sage Advocacy

For further information, contact: Lynda Phillips at
0873556508 or lynda.phillips@alzheimer.ie

 

 

Kerry Parents and Friends
Garden Fete 2026

Location: Listowel Kerry Parents & Friends

Date: Sunday 24th May 

Time: 12:00 – 14:00

Kerry Parents and Friends Association ( KPFA) is a
voluntary organisation supporting adults with additional
needs throughout county Kerry.  

Listowel KPFA Day Service hosts an
annual garden fete every summer and the local
community have an open invitation to attend this
fundraising event.

 

Coffee 'n' chat 
Location: Kerry Coast Hotel, Frank's Bar & Bistro - 8/9
Church Street, Cahersiveen, Co. Kerry V23 RV07

When: Wednesday 22nd April 11am - 1pm

The Alzheimer Society of Ireland are excited to announce
that Coffee 'n' Chat has come to Cahersiveen!

Their goal is to connect people, share information and
stories and provide support -  all while enjoying a cup of
coffee/tea and a yummy home baked scone! 

 

Anam Cara's Kerry Parent
Support Evening

Anam Cara Support meetings for bereaved parents
continue monthly from September until June each
year. These peer group meetings offer a space of
compassion and understanding for those grieving their
child - at any stage.

When: Tuesday 14th April at 7:30pm

Where: Meadowlands Hotel, Tralee, Co. Kerry

No registration needed.

To find out more about the support we offer please email
us at info@anamcara.ie or call 085 288 8888. 

Anam Cara support services are free of charge for as
long as needed.

 

Upcoming events for St.
John's Theatre & Arts

Centre
Tickets for all events can be booked from the
website stjohnstheatre.ie or by calling the Box
Office 068 22566

If you have any queries regarding events or any other
questions please do not hesitate to contact
at info@stjohnstheatre.ie or the box office 068 22566 

 

 

Events Link

Discover Kerry - What's on!
Spring is one of the best times to explore Kerry outdoors
together — whether you’re travelling as a couple or with
a close friend. With quieter routes and ideal conditions
for walking, cycling, and time outside, there’s more space
to slow down and experience the landscape side by side.

It’s a season for unhurried travel — following coastal
paths, mountain trails, and open water views that define
the county, at a pace that suits the two of you or shared
time with a friend.

Community News

Volunteer with Foróige
Foróige is Ireland's largest youth development
organization with more than 5,000 volunteers and staff
around the country. We create spaces where young
people feel empowered to grow, connect, and unlock
their full potential. 

You SHOULD volunteer if you want to: 

1. Develop new skills that will make you attractive to
future employers 

2. Make a difference in your community and create
lasting connections

3. Share your talents and join a supportive team

They are looking for volunteers in Cahersiveen,
Foilmore, Valentia Island, Portmagee, and Waterville. 

If you are interested please contact Fiona O'Sullivan
at 0861083082 or fiona.osullivan@foroige.ie

Apply to Volunteer

 

Age Friendly Ireland
Newsletter

Download the latest edition of the Age Friendly Ireland
Newsletter: 27th March Edition

Download Newsletter Here

 

Reusable Party Pack!
“Borrow, Use, Return”, a reusable party‑pack initiative
designed to help reduce single‑use plastics and support
more sustainable celebrations.

Each party pack contains reusable cups, plates, bowls,
cutlery and jugs and caters for up to 30 people. It also
includes colourful bunting created by Community Reuse
Network Ireland (CRNI) using upcycled textiles. All items
are washable, durable and designed for repeated use
within the community. The packs can support any type of
gathering, from birthday parties and coffee mornings to
sports celebrations and school events and can be shared
among families and neighbours to maximise community
benefit. In addition to providing reusable supplies, the
initiative encourages greener party planning with
practical tips.

The initiative is open to a wide range of community and
voluntary groups, including tidy towns groups, community
voluntary groups, parent associations, active age groups
and sports clubs. Participation from primary or secondary
schools, colleges and universities, family resource
centres or other types of community centres or settings is
also welcome.

Kerry County Council has 10 reusable party packs to
give to community and voluntary groups. To take part
in the initiative in Kerry:

1. Please email breda.moriarty@kerrycoco.ie before
Friday 24th April, 2026, with “Circular Communities  -
Borrow, Use, Return Party Pack” in the subject line
and type of group that you are.

2. The initiative is seeking a variety of different types of
groups across the Southern Waste Region to ensure
broad community reach and engagement. Packs will
be allocated based on the type of groups.

3. The Party Pack is provided free of charge, and the
community group must commit to sharing it within their
community and providing feedback to Kerry County
Council. 

Training & Education
Opportunities

Upcoming free training in
Suicide Prevention,

Understanding Self-Harm,
Suicide Bereavement

The HSE is offering FREE training during February,
March, April and May.

For more information on the training courses, please
email sp.enquiries@hse.ie

When Where Training Event

Wednesday,
29th April,
6:30pm –
9:30pm

Kenmare
Further
Education &
Training
Centre, Bell
Height,
Kenmare,
Kenmare, Co.
Kerry, V93
K5CV

Suicide
Alertness
Training

Thursday, 30th
April, 6pm –
9:30pm

Buds FRC,
Ballyduff Family
& Community,
Benmore
Ballyduff,
Tralee

Suicide
Alertness
Training

Full List of Upcoming Training/Registration Link

 

Human Rights and
Equality: 2 Day Workshop

Location: 65 Rath Óraig, Rathass, Tralee

Date: 30th April and 1st May 2026     

Time: 9:30am – 1:00pm

Join NEWKD for a practical workshop exploring the role
of Human Rights and Equality in Ireland today, and how
these principles apply in community work and public
services. Participants will explore topics such as
prejudice and discrimination, Irish equality legislation,
international human rights law, and practical ways to
apply equality and human rights approaches to their work

 

Register Here

 

NALA Free Online Course
for Staff and Volunteers

National Adult Literacy Agency (NALA) have a range of
free online professional development courses suitable for
staff and volunteer inductions and training.

In general, the courses will take about 45 minutes to 1
hour to complete. You will get a NALA Professional
Development Certificate on completion of the course.

Courses include: 

Understanding literacy, numeracy and digital literacy

Becoming literacy friendly 

Introduction to integrating Literacy

Cancer health literacy

Further Information

 

Further Information

Approaching application
date for exciting new level

9 programme
The application date (April 15th) for the new Masters
in Applied Community-Led Development for
Wellbeing is fast approaching.

This part-time, Level 9, two-year programme has a focus
on real-world applications and alignment with the
Sustainable Development Goals 2030.

The programme, which has been developed in
consultation with community development providers
across the voluntary and public sectors, has the following
design features

You will leverage real-life WORK-BASED
challenges to address module assessment
requirements and share learning across
organisations to build capacity and enhance
community well-being.
Using RESEARCH-BASED learning methods, you will
explore and address relevant and interesting
challenges to develop innovative and sustainable
approaches to enhance community well-being.
This programme is suited to GRADUATES FROM A
RANGE OF DISCIPLINES (business, social sciences,
creative arts, engineering and science), given the
multi-disciplinary nature of community development
and wellbeing.

There are also programme options available with 60
credits, 30 credits and 15 credits.

APPLICATIONS ARE NOW OPEN.

 

Further Information

Introduction to Politics 1:
Active Citizenship

When: April 21st from 1pm to 2pm

Their aim in this SHE Academy foundation course is to
demystify local politics.

This session is for anyone who wants to start to build up
a bit of knowledge about what their council does and
the different ways you can get involved in the decisions
your council makes.

Their classes are informative and relaxed and are led by
Michelle Maher. 

They start by having a look at the idea of active
citizenship. It’s a phrase you hear all the time when
people talk about ‘getting involved’. But what does
it actually mean, and how can you do it in real life? 

They’ll explore the Public Participation Network (PPN),
discover what it’s all about. They will chat about the
opportunities it offers, including how being in the PPN
can lead you to seats on committees that help shape
what happens in your county.

Join them, and become an active citizen. 

Public Consultations

Have Your Say on the Next
Healthy Ireland Framework

A nationwide online public consultation has been
launched to help inform the development of the next
Healthy Ireland Framework.

Building on the solid foundations laid by the Healthy
Ireland Framework 2013–2025, this consultation offers
an opportunity for the public to collaboratively reimagine
what health and wellbeing can mean for every individual
and community across the country.  

It is an opportunity for people from all walks of life to
share their views, experiences and ambitions as Ireland
creates a new roadmap towards greater health equality,
with a particular focus on supporting minority and
disadvantaged groups.

Closing date: 22nd of April 

Have your say by completing the survey at the link
below. 

Complete the Survey

 

Lough Guitane Catchment
Protection Project

The Lough Guitane Catchment Protection Project is
being undertaken by VESI Environmental, commissioned
by Streamscapes, funded by Leader and was initiated by
Kerry County Council Water Services Capital Office.

The project aims to develop a feasibility study and
strategy for identifying specific long- and short-term plans
and actions to reverse the ecological decline and water
quality degradation of Lough Guitane and Owgarriff
River. This plan will be aimed at sensitive and
sustainable land-use practices to protect the catchment.
The ultimate aim of this project is to restore and protect
the catchment so that minimal or zero treatment needed
for the drinking water supply.

As part of this study, they have developed a public
survey, which be live until April 30th, with the findings
collated for use in their study.

Survey Link

 

Curriculum Consultation:
Leaving Certificate

Agricultural Science
The Draft Specification for Leaving Certificate Agricultural
Science has been approved for public consultation. The
consultation period runs from Monday the 9th of
February until Friday the 17th of April 2026.

Leaving Certificate agricultural science involves the study
of the science and technology underlying the principles
and practices of agriculture. It aims to develop
knowledge, skills and attitudes that promote the
sustainability of agricultural resources, and places
emphasis on the managed use of these resources.
Plants and animal types associated with agriculture are
studied, and investigations are undertaken into such
aspects as soil, ecology, plant and animal physiology,
farm crops, farming practices, genetics and microbiology.

Take part in the Consultation

 

Kerry County Council's
Open Public
Consultations:

Section 38 Proposed Traffic Calming Measures and
Enhanced Pedestrian Facilities at Killeen Road,
Tralee, Co. Kerry
Section 38 Proposed Traffic Calming Measures at The
Wood, Dingle, Co. Kerry
Section 38 Proposed Raised Zebra Pedestrian
Crossing at Woodlawn Road, Killarney
Proposed Variation No 3 of the Kerry County
Development Plan 2022-2028 Material Alterations
Bus Stop Enhancement Programme - Kit Ahern Road
(L-6202), Ballybunion
Draft Kerry County Council Beach (Amendments)
Bye-Laws 2026

More Information

Have you news or an event
you would like to share? 

Our newsletter comes out weekly and is designed to
keep you up-to-date with
Kerry PPN news, local and national funding
opportunities, open consultations,
training and webinars, local events and our PPN member
vacancies.

If your group has an upcoming event or news you would
like shared in our
newsletter please email the details, with any images and
registration links to
ppn@kerrycoco.ie before 3pm on Thursday to be
considered for inclusion. 

The Kerry Public Participation Network (PPN) is a
network of 1,000+ community & voluntary, social

inclusion and environmental groups in Kerry.

We connect Kerry County Council with our member
groups facilitating community participation in local

government decision making. We work to make sure
our member groups have a say on local issues that

concern them. 
 

Áras an Chontae, Ratass, Tralee, Co. Kerry, V92H7VT
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