
Kerry PPN Weekly Newsletter

Friday 27th March, 2026
 

Welcome to the Kerry PPN Weekly newsletter packed with funding opportunities,
community events and information about upcoming public consultations. Please
feel free to share this information with your group so all members can keep up to
date. 
 
If a group member would like to subscribe directly to the newsletter please ask
them to email their name and email address to ppn@kerrycoco.ie
 
To have your community event included in our upcoming newsletter please email
the details to ppn@kerrycoco.ie

Have a lovely weekend.

Kind regards,
Máiréad and Kathy.

Tel:0874888360 / 0667183686  Email: ppn@kerrycoco.ie
Website: www.kerryppn.ie
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Kerry PPN Updates

Would you like to know more about
PPNs and how they work?

This online only self-paced training programme for PPN stakeholders has been
developed with Social Justice Ireland. Registration for the training is now open.
Social Justice Ireland is providing this training on behalf of the Department
Community, Rural Development and the Gaeltacht.

This is online only and is intended for self-directed learning at the learner’s own
pace. Social Justice Ireland will provide some support via the webform on each
Module page. There are no scheduled classes as part of this training. This
training is available to all PPN Member Groups, Representatives, Local Authority
Staff and Elected Councillors.

An Introduction to the PPNs (2 Modules)
Local Government Budgets
PPNs and Local Government
Effective Participation in Consultations
Effective Facilitation
Strategic Planning
Measuring Outcomes and Impacts

Register Here

 

Grants & Funding
News

Non-Mainstream Music Education
Bursary Scheme

The purpose of the Non-Mainstream Music Education Bursary Scheme is to
provide support to established, smaller-scale, non-mainstream music education or
community music initiatives with limited or no access to other forms of public
funding, through a cash grant.

Grants can be used to purchase instruments, other equipment and tuition. Grants
are not intended for use on capital expenditure such as structural or building
costs.

Applications will be considered by the Committee for Non-Mainstream
Department of Education and Youth funded Music Education. Please note that the
Bursary grant award is for 2026 only and the scheme is currently run on an
annual basis. The total budget available in 2026 is €100,000.

Applications must be submitted as an attachment by email only
to: nmmebs@education.gov.ie

Closing date for applications is 6 April 2026.

Further Information

 

Community Sport Facility Fund 2026
The Community Sport Facility Fund 2026 is on the way. This fund is the primary
vehicle for government support for the development of sports and physical
recreation facilities and the purchase of non-personal sports equipment
throughout the country. 

There’s one simple thingyou can do now so your group doesn't miss out. 
Make sure your OSCAR account is fully up to date before 27 March 2026

It only takes a few minutes to check:

Your main contact details
A unique email for your organisation
Mobile number (for access & security)
Correct address & Eircode

The Department of Culture, Communications and Sport is moving to a new
Grants Management System (GMS), so your OSCAR account must be accurate
and up to date before the switch.

Log on today and make sure you’re ready using the link below.

Further Information

 

Rowntree’s – 'Free the Fund'
Community Grant Programme

Deadline: Tuesday 31 March 2026, 5pm

This year, four community projects in the UK and Ireland will receive funding of up
to £10,000 to host fun, summer activities in the local community for people aged
between 21 – 65 years old.

This can include transforming an outdoor space or community garden, running a
summer art festival or purchasing sports, arts, theatre or music equipment.
Projects must be delivered by the end of September 2026.

The fund is open to registered charities and not-for-profit organisations in the UK
and Ireland. Types of activities could include:

Arts and crafts
Dance
Music
Gardening
Sports and fitness

Further Information

 

Community Centres Investment Fund
2026 - Refurbishment Grant

The Community Centres Investment Fund 2026 - Refurbishment Grant is
providing funding for the improvement and refurbishment of existing community
centres in both urban and rural areas.

Funding is being made available under 2 Categories, with grants of between
€10,000 and €100,000 available:

Category 1: Small scale projects and improvements to facilities - €10,000 to
€25,000

Category 2 Larger scale projects - €25,001 to €100,000

The Portal for online application will open on May 29th, 2026, at MyPobal
Portal and will remain open until July 13th, 2026

Potential applicants are encouraged to register on the application portal in
advance of this date.

The Department will host a number of online information events during April and
May and check in clinics will be provided from April to June 2026 to support
committees in preparing and submitting an application under Community Centres
Investment Fund 2026: Refurbishment Grant. These information sessions will be
recorded and can be viewed here in due course.

Committees interested in attending these information sessions should register
their interest in advance. Links to the first 3 events are listed below.

8 April: Community Centres Investment Fund (CCIF) 2026: Refurbishment Grant
Information Event - 8th April 2026

9 April: Community Centres Investment Fund 2026: Refurbishment Grant- PAU
Registration event / check in clinic 9th April 2026

10 April: Community Centres Investment Fund 2026: Refurbishment Grant- PAU
Registration event / check in clinic 10th April 2026

More Information

 

Ballincollig Hill, Kerry, Wind Farm
Community Fund

Ballincollig Hill Wind Farm strives to operate in a responsible and sustainable
manner for the benefit of all their stakeholders, including those living close to the
wind farms they own. Through this fund you can start a new project or expand an
existing project to improve your community, school or neighbourhood.

The project must address at least one of the following themes: Energy, Health &
Wellbeing, Sports & Recreation, Culture & Heritage, Sustainability & Environment,
Inclusion, Diversity, & Equity, and Education & Access. 

Projects must take place within 10km of the Ballincollig Hill Wind Farm

Apply below by May 29, 2026

Further Information

 

CLÁR 2026-Funding for Small-Scale
Rural Projects

CLÁR (Ceantair Laga Árd-Riachtanais) is a targeted investment programme for
rural areas that aims to provide funding for small infrastructural projects in
designated rural areas that have experienced significant levels of de-population
and/or socio-economic disadvantage and geographic remoteness.

For 2026 the CLÁR programme has been expanded to include five additional
areas in Kerry: Ardfert, Arabela, Brewsterfield, Castleisland, and Scartaglin. A
map of all eligbile areas in Kerry is available to view here 

The 2026 programme will be delivered through three separate Measures as
follows:

Measure 1: Developing Community Facilities & Amenities

This measure is delivered by Kerry County Council and further information on
how to apply will be available in the coming weeks.

Measure 2: Mobility, Cancer Care, Community First Responder and Meals
on Wheels Transport

This measure is administered directly by the Department. Closing date for
applications is 22nd May 2026.

Measure 3: ‘Our Living Islands’

This measure will fund interventions on inhabited offshore Islands under:  Island
Community Transport; and Island Community Amenities.

This measure is administered directly by the Department. Closing date for
applications is 3rd July 2026. Further information and application forms can be
downloaded via the link below. 

Further Information

 

Funding Opportunities Closing Shortly

Grant Deadline Date Further Information

Music Capital Scheme
Piano Award

2nd  April 2026 Further Information

Open Call for Farmer
Safety, Health and
Wellbeing Projects

1st April 2026

Small Scale Local
Festivals and Summer
Schools Funding
Scheme 2026

2nd April 2026 Further Information

Overview of Funding Programmes from Kerry County Council

Upcoming Events

 Rathass Graveyard Committee Annual
Collection 

When: Thursday 2nd April & Friday 3rd April

Where: Manor Shopping Centre, both Dunnes Stores, Garveys Supervalue and
General Post Office from 9am to 11am.

Rathass Graveyard Committee will hold their Annual Collection for the upkeep of
the People’s Altar. They would greatly appreciate your support.

 

 Community
Walking Leader

Workshop
(Killarney) 

Date: Saturday 25th April

Location: Killarney Racecourse

Times: 10:00-4:00pm

Cost: Free

The aim of the training is to up-
skill individuals to lead a walking
group in their workplace or local
community and to give
participants tips and skills to
lead safe, enjoyable, health-
promoting walking programmes.

During the training you will gain:

A great understanding of the health benefits of walking
Learn to develop and lead a local walking session for mixed fitness levels
Receive advice on starting a new walking group or promoting an existing group
Gain a great understanding of posture, technique, stretching and safety issues
for a successful walk

Booking Link

 

 HeartBeat
Killarney Kerry

meeting:
Planning for

the future
healthwise 

Come & Join their next meeting!

Date: Tuesday 31st March at 8pm

Location: Church of the Resurrection, Parish Centre, Park Road (V93 WN32)

Guest Speaker: Michael Cahillane, Regional Advocate for the Kerry District of
SAGE ADVOCACY

There will also be a special section in the meeting on planning to create an
Advanced Healthcare Directive (AHD). This is a meeting not to be missed as
most people will get involved with this task, either directly or indirectly at some
stage in life. To plan and put in place an AHD could turn out to be the most
important thing you will ever do! People of all ages should get one done. 

There will be a Question and Answer session as well at the end of the
meeting, followed by refreshments & chat available after the meeting.

 

SportsAbility Day

Registration Link

Join Kerry recreation and Sports
Partnership for a FREE and fun
day to gather information and
try adaptive sports!  Local
sports clubs and organisations
will be offering Taster sessions
where you can get in and try
adaptive sports and activities
available in Kerry. 

Date: Sunday 12th April, 2025

Event: 11:00-3:00

Location: Killarney Leisure
Centre, Killarney

Cost: Free

Who:  This is a pan-disability
event geared towards adults
and children with disability and
their family members, local
clubs, support services and
anyone interested in learning
more about adaptive sport and
recreation.

Register online by Friday 10th
of April

 

 

Barrow & Fenit
Coastal

Workshop
When: Friday 27th March at
7pm

Where: Fenit Community Hall

Are you concerned about
erosion? Flooding?

Have you been impacted by
storms? 

What can be done to protect
and conserve the coast?

Fenit Coast Conservation and Tralee Golf Club have invited Professor Eugene
Farrell, UCG, along with 6 post graduate students to conduct an in-depth study of
Fenit Island tombolo, Barrow Harbour and their environs with a view to assessing
the risks they face from climate change.

A public meeting will be held to lay out the issues and impacts of climate change
on coastal communities and environments as well as consulting the local
community for their views.

All Welcome

 

 

Jobs Fair 2026
SAVE THE DATE!

When: Tuesday 14th April from
9:30am to 1pm

Where: The Rose Hotel, Tralee

Employers to book your place
contact Tara Begley at
tarabegley@newkd.ie or 066-
7180190

 

Kerry's Wildlife
Corridors

When: 23rd March to 9th April

Where: Tralee Library,
V92X092

No booking required - open to
all

Learn about hedgerows and
trees and explore art inspired by
Kerrys wildlife corridors

Please note the Exhibition will
be closed for events:

24th March 10am-2pm

26th March 5:30pm-8pm

31st March 10am-2pm

 

Knitting &
Crochet
Groups

The weekly knitting and crochet
groups are a great way to meet
new people, swap patterns,
share hints & tips and have a
chat in a relaxed setting.

Participants must bring their
own materials. New members
welcome. 

Tralee Library - Every Tuesday,
2:30pm - 4:30pm

Killarney Library - Every
Tuesday, 4:30pm - 6:15pm

Listowel Library - Every
Wednesday, 11am - 12pm

 

ERP Electrical
Recycling Drop

Off Event
It’s time to declutter and recycle
right!

Join ERP Ireland’s Electrical
Recycling Drop‑Off Day:

When: 18th of April from 10am
to 4pm

Where: The Mart, Tralee

If it has a plug, cable or battery
– bring it!

What to bring:

Household electrical appliances
Phones, laptops & earbuds
Power tools & battery‑operated gadgets
Farm fence batteries
Used batteries & vapes (support Batteries for Barretstown)

What not to bring:

No non‑electrical items

Remember: Never bin electricals or batteries.

 

Upcoming events for St. John's
Theatre & Arts Centre

Here We Are
Again Still

When: Friday 27th, Saturday
28th & Sunday 29th March at
8pm

Based on the real-life stories of
the residents of Walter Macken
Place in Galway city, 'Here We
Are Again Still' tells the stories
of three characters; widower
Paddy who sits on the same
bench outside his flat every
night, unable to sleep and
grieving the death of his wife;
his neighbour Imelda, a woman
who grew up in care, is doing
her best to save Paddy from
himself; and a troubled young
man called Tony, who arrives
into their world and has the
audacity to sit on Paddy’s
bench.

From there starts a journey
towards salvation through
connection, relationship and
caring.

Starring Kevin Barry, Tina
Enright and Darragh Brosnan.

 

Upcoming April
events

Tickets for all events can be
booked from the
website stjohnstheatre.ie or
by calling the Box Office 068
22566

If you have any queries
regarding events or any other
questions please do not hesitate
to contact
at info@stjohnstheatre.ie or
the box office 068 22566 

Further Information

 

Events Link

Discover Kerry -
What's on!

This Easter, step into a place where
the pace slows, the air is fresh, and
every family adventure feels yours
alone. Kerry is your oasis — trails to
wander, beaches to explore, and cozy
corners to reconnect.

Community News

KWD County
Clean-Up 2026

Celebrating its 14th anniversary
this year, the County Clean Up
will take place on Saturday
11th April.

This year individuals, families,
schools, sports clubs, and
community groups are asked to
get involved to help gather litter
on the day along major routes
and along our local country
roads through-out Kerry.

Volunteers can register for the
County Clean-Up day at
www.countycleanup.com or
email KWD offices at
countycleanup@kwd.ie and
volunteers will receive a
registration pack which includes
hi-vis vests and red KWD bags.

To register for litter pickers then please email environ@kerrycoco.ie. They will be
available for collection at KCC Environment Section located on Maine Street in
Tralee.

Register Here

 

 Pollinator
Project launch 

The Pollinator Project is Ireland's largest & longest running school pollinator
education programme. It is a schools-based initiative raising awareness of the
importance of pollinators and how they can be protected, has officially launched 
for 2026.

The project works with schools across Ireland to train young people as pollinator
ambassadors & assist in delivering bee-positive actions such as creating 'no-
mow' meadows and ending the use of sprays on school grounds. To date they
have trained almost 34,000 pollinator ambassadors. This year they have kits to
reach an additional 5,000 students in pre, primary, secondary and homeschools.

Simply take the pledge below to show your commitment to pollinators. We will
likely have more applications than resources so kits will be randomly assigned.
Closing date is 12 noon Friday 10th April 2026.

Even if you don't win you'll still receive our digital pollinator pack. Winners will be
contacted by email and kits sent in April, after Easter holidays. Please only submit
if you have the authority to represent the school, eg: teacher, principal, SNA,
secretary, administrator, caretaker, BOM, PA, etc.

Further Information

 

'My Favourite
Waterbody'

photo
competition

My Favourite Waterbody 2026 opens for entries on 22nd March to celebrate
World Water Day. Let’s bring home another Kerry winner!

The Local Authority Waters Programme (LAWPRO) invites people from across
Ireland to enter ‘My Favourite Waterbody’, a national photography competition
celebrating the country’s rivers, streams, lakes, and coastal waters. 

The overall winner will receive a €550 voucher to enjoy a luxurious stay in Sheen
Falls Lodge, Kenmare, Co. Kerry, along with an A3 framed print of the winning
photo. Three runners-up will also receive framed prints of their
entries. A selection of the best photos will also be curated for inclusion in the
publication of LAWPRO’s 2027 calendar. 

The competition opens on 22nd March to anyone from across Ireland. 
If you are under 18 years of age, your entry must be submitted by a
parent/guardian. 
If your photo features anyone aged under 18 years of age, only their
parent/guardian may submit the content.  
The closing date for entries is 5pm, Friday 22nd May 2026.  

Explore, capture and celebrate your favourite waterbody this World Water Day,
and share why it is important to you with the nation. 

Visit www.lawaters.ie/MyFavouriteWaterbody to learn more about this year’s
competition and to see the prize winners from previous years.

Submit your application here

 

ADAPT Kerry
Women’s Refuge

and Support
Service: Vacancies

ADAPT Kerry Women’s Refuge and Support Service supports women and
children affected by domestic abuse by providing 24-hour emergency
refuge accommodation and a range of other support services to improve
outcomes for women and children.

ADAPT Kerry Women’s Refuge and Support Service is an equal opportunities
employer and is inviting applications for:

Team Leader (Women’s Refuge) – Adapt Kerry
Relief Domestic Violence Support Workers (Women’s Refuge)

Closing Date for receipt of CV and detailed cover letter is Monday 30th March

Further Information

 

Is your group on the
map? Join Ireland's new

Nature Community

Nature Network Ireland is launching a Digital Hub. This will be a national home for
groups working together to reduce the impacts of climate change.

Funded by Community Foundation Ireland and the Department of Climate,
Energy and the Environment, the Digital Hub is a free-to-use directory, sharing
space, and interactive map. They are inviting you to join this collective movement
today.

Why should your group join the Hub?

1. Increase Your Visibility: Pin your location on their national map so the public,
stakeholders, and partners can uncover the work happening in their own
backyards.

2. Share and Access Resources: From event spaces and restoration sites to
technical biodiversity training and collaborative campaigns, the Hub is a space
to give and get support.

3. Work Together, Not Alone: Move from isolated local effort to a national network.
By sharing knowledge and supporting each other, they can work collectively to
reduce the effects of climate change across Ireland.

Registration is free. Join the Digital Hub today and help them strengthen the
national movement for nature

Registration Link/Further Information

 

Age Friendly
Ireland Newsletter

Download the latest edition of the Age
Friendly Ireland Newsletter: 20th March
Edition

Download Newsletter Here

 

NOW Group: JAM
Card and JAM App

The JAM Card and JAM App is the FREE, easy and discreet way to let others
know that you need ‘Just A Minute’ of patience and support.

The JAM Card is useful when on public transport, in a retail or any other customer
facing environment. You can also download the JAM Card App directly to any
smart phone.

The JAM Card© was created by NOW Group, a social enterprise that supports
people with learning difficulties and autism into jobs with a future.

Find out more about JAM Card© at www.jamcard.org and NOW
at www.nowgroup.org.

More about NOW More about JAM Card

 

Training & Education
Opportunities

Gardening and
Team Building
Workshops  

Green Thumbs Up would like to
welcome you to their workshops
starting in April

Workshop times:

Monday - Thursday
Morning: 11am - 12pm
Afternoon: 1:30pm -
2:30pm

Friday
Afternoon: 1:30pm -
2:30pm

Duration: 1 hour

Cost: €20 per session

Location: Kerry Parents &
Friends Day Centre, Listowel

Workshop Topics (Choose from):

Seed Sowing
Organic Vegetables and Plant Growing
Propagation - Increase your plant stock
Container and Hanging Basket Planting for Summer Colour
Gardening Hacks - Tricks for successful gardening

Book now by calling 087 2995337 / 087 2360406 or
email greenthumbsup@kpfa.ie

 

Ripple Effects Toolkit: How local actors
can drive change from the ‘in-between’
Horizon Europe project SHARED GREEN DEAL supports communities in driving
local level change on topics like energy, biodiversity, food, circular economy, and
mobility.

On 31st March, 10.30am-11.00am they invite you to co-create, test, and
experiment with the Ripple Effects Toolkit, which builds on experience gained
from working in communities all around Europe in the space between individual
action and wider institutional change.

This toolkit helps community organisations and public actors work in the spaces
where local action connects individuals and system. It shows why change can be
facilitated when community action works in these areas, rather than focusing only
on individual behaviour or on large-scale systems alone.

Through the SHARED GREEN DEAL project, researchers found that lasting
change often grows from the connections that emerge where people,
organisations, and wider structures meet. When community action deliberately
works in the ‘in-between’,  it can create ripple effects that help connect everyday
practices with organisational and policy change.

Who can participate?

Community organisations and initiatives (e.g NGOs, local businesses) working
on sustainability and social innovation
Local and regional authorities (e.g. municipalities) engaging with communities,
pilots, or participatory processes
Practitioners and facilitators involved in experimentation, co-creation, or living
lab–type approaches
Educators, intermediaries, and community workers supporting collective
learning and change
Researchers and project partners working closely with practice and policy

Participants will receive:

A certificate of participation in this capacity-building initiative (upon request) 
Early and privileged access to the final Ripple Effects Toolkit and its training
materials (in English)

Register Here

Public Consultations

Have Your Say
on the Next

Healthy Ireland
Framework

A nationwide online public
consultation has been launched
to help inform the development
of the next Healthy Ireland
Framework.

Building on the solid
foundations laid by the Healthy
Ireland Framework 2013–2025,
this consultation offers an
opportunity for the public to
collaboratively reimagine what
health and wellbeing can mean
for every individual and
community across the country.  

It is an opportunity for people from all walks of life to share their views,
experiences and ambitions as Ireland creates a new roadmap towards greater
health equality, with a particular focus on supporting minority and disadvantaged
groups.

Closing date: 22nd of April 

Have your say by completing the survey at the link below. 

Complete the Survey

 

Kerry County
Council Beach
(Amendments)
Bye-Laws 2026

Kerry County Council proposes to amend the Kerry County Council Beach Bye-
Laws 2022 for the purposes of regulating and controlling the provision of sauna
services and related commercial activities on specified beaches in County Kerry
and providing for the imposition of fixed payments in accordance with Section 206
of the Local Government Act 2001.

The draft amendments will be available for public inspection, during normal
working hours, to Monday, 27th April 2026 at the following locations:

Environmental Services Department, Maine Street, Tralee, Co. Kerry
Each Kerry County Council Municipal District Office
Each Kerry County Council Branch Library
And online through
https://consult.kerrycoco.ie/en/browse and/or www.kerrycoco.ie

Alternatively, you may request a copy (free of charge)
from environ@kerrycoco.ie or phone 066 7162000.

Written submissions are invited by Kerry County Council and will be taken into
consideration by the council before the amendments are made and implemented.
Submissions may be made, in writing, and clearly marked Draft Kerry County
Council Beach (Amendment) Bye-Laws 2026, by 5.00 p.m. on Tuesday, 5th
May 2026, as follows:

By post to Liam Brosnan, A.O., Environmental Services, Maine Street, Tralee,
Co. Kerry, V92 AP2W
By e-mail to environ@kerrycoco.ie
Or online through https://consult.kerrycoco.ie/en/browse

Further Information

 

Testing of Irish Rail Customer App:
Participants Needed

Iarnród Éireann is seeking participants for their Customer Accessibility
Solution and Indoor navigation solutions. 

The Customer Accessibility Solution is designed to provide a seamless and
independent way for customers to request assistance when travelling by rail.
Accessibility support is available at every station, and this new solution enables
customers to request the help they need without having to contact Iarnród
Éireann staff directly. 

Through the solution, customers can easily submit, amend, or cancel their
accessibility assistance requests at any time, giving them greater independence,
convenience, and confidence when planning their journey. Irish Rail are now
looking for participants to test the new solution. If you are interested in taking part,
please click the link below. 

Seperately testing will be undertaken to evaluate two complementary indoor
navigation technologies at Connolly Station, commencing in June,
2026. Technologies under evaluation:

Bluetooth Low Energy (BLE) beacon–based navigation Supplier: Mapsted
Camera/LIDAR–based navigation Supplier: GoodMaps

Testing will assess each solution across key dimensions, including, ease of use,
accessibility, and suitability for customers with diverse needs, safety
considerations, and overall user experience.

Findings from the trial will directly inform recommendations for future investment
and a potential phased rollout across the wider Iarnród Éireann network.

Irish Rail are seeking participants to help us test both indoor navigation solutions
at Connolly Station in a controlled, supervised environment.

Your feedback will play an important role in shaping the future of accessible
navigation across our network. If you are interested in taking part, please click the
link below

Participation Link

 

Kerry County Council's Open Public
Consultations:

Section 38 Proposed Traffic Calming Measures and Enhanced Pedestrian
Facilities at Killeen Road, Tralee, Co. Kerry
Section 38 Proposed Traffic Calming Measures at The Wood, Dingle, Co.
Kerry
Section 38 Proposed Raised Zebra Pedestrian Crossing at Woodlawn Road,
Killarney
Public Notices - Section 38 Proposed Uncontrolled Raised Pedestrian
Crossings at Woodlands Industrial Estate, Killarney
Proposed Variation No 3 of the Kerry County Development Plan 2022-2028
Material Alterations
Residential Zoned Land Tax Annual Draft Map 2027

More Information

Have you news or an event
you would like to share? 

Our newsletter comes out weekly and is designed to keep you up-to-date with
Kerry PPN news, local and national funding opportunities, open consultations,
training and webinars, local events and our PPN member vacancies.

If your group has an upcoming event or news you would like shared in our
newsletter please email the details, with any images and registration links to
ppn@kerrycoco.ie before 3pm on Thursday to be considered for inclusion. 

The Kerry Public Participation Network (PPN) is a network of 1,000+
community & voluntary, social inclusion and environmental groups in Kerry.

We connect Kerry County Council with our member groups facilitating
community participation in local government decision making. We work to

make sure our member groups have a say on local issues that concern
them. 

 

Áras an Chontae, Ratass, Tralee, Co. Kerry, V92H7VT
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