
Kerry PPN Weekly Newsletter

Friday 20th March, 2026
 

Welcome to the Kerry PPN Weekly newsletter packed with funding opportunities,
community events and information about upcoming public consultations. Please
feel free to share this information with your group so all members can keep up to
date. 
 
If a group member would like to subscribe directly to the newsletter please ask
them to email their name and email address to ppn@kerrycoco.ie
 
To have your community event included in our upcoming newsletter please email
the details to ppn@kerrycoco.ie

Have a lovely weekend.

Kind regards,
Máiréad and Kathy.

Tel:0874888360 / 0667183672  Email: ppn@kerrycoco.ie
Website: www.kerryppn.ie
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Training & Education
Opportunities

Free Energy Efficiency Courses 
The Kerry County Council Climate Action unit are delighted to offer two free
energy efficiency courses available during the week of March 30th.

Join expert tutors from the National Construction Training Centre as they deliver
courses on ‘Nearly Zero Energy Buildings (NZEB) Fundamentals Awareness’
and ‘Retrofit for Homeowners’ onboard the innovative training rig which will be
located at the Tralee Bay Wetlands Centre.

No prior knowledge or technical expertise is required for either course. The
courses have been delivered around Ireland on this rig, and the feedback has
been excellent with participants welcoming the hands-on learning environment
where they can see a heat pump in operation, see and feel the insulation options
for building retrofits and learn about air tightness and ventilation.

There are two sessions available for each course. Please register using the link
below and select your preferred day.

Further information on the courses is available through the links below or by
contacting the Climate Action unit at climateaction@kerrycoco.ie

Where: Tralee Bay Wetlands

Monday, March 30th or Thursday,
April 2nd

Retrofit for Homeowners (2.5 hours
information course)

Tuesday, March
31st or Wednesday, April 1st

Nearly Zero Energy Buildings
(NZEB) Fundamental Awareness
Training(full day course)

Registration Link

 

Gardening and
Team Building
Workshops    

Green Thumbs Up would like to
welcome you to their workshops
starting in April

Workshop times:

Monday - Thursday
Morning: 11am - 12pm
Afternoon: 1:30pm -
2:30pm

Friday
Afternoon: 1:30pm -
2:30pm

Duration: 1 hour

Cost: €20 per session

Location: Kerry Parents &
Friends Day Centre, Listowel

Workshop Topics (Choose from):

Seed Sowing
Organic Vegetables and Plant Growing
Propagation - Increase your plant stock
Container and Hanging Basket Planting for Summer Colour
Gardening Hacks - Tricks for successful gardening

Book now by calling 087 2995337 / 087 2360406 or email
greenthumbsup@kpfa.ie

Grants & Funding
News

Small Scale Local Festivals and
Summer Schools 

The Small-Scale Local Festivals and Summer Schools Scheme is designed to
assist local cultural events which may not be eligible under funding criteria for
larger scale events such as those supported by Fáilte Ireland, the Arts Council
and similar bodies.

Closing date for applications is April 2nd, 2026.

Funding is allocated following a competitive application process, with a maximum
grant of €5,000 available.

Further Information

 

Commemorations Bursary Scheme
2026

The RIA Commemorations Bursary scheme for 2026-2027 is now open.
Supported by the Department of Culture, Communications and Sport, the scheme
aims to encourage new local research and local history studies (local, national
and regional) as a means of recognising the significant contribution of local
historians in furthering fields of study relating to the Commemoration of events
associated with the early years of the state as well as other significant historical
anniversaries, events and themes.

The purpose of this grant is to provide support for the direct costs of research up
to a maximum of €10,000.

The scheme is open for applications until 29 April 2026.

Any queries can be directed to grants@ria.ie

Further Information

 

CLÁR 2026-Funding for Small-Scale
Rural Projects

CLÁR (Ceantair Laga Árd-Riachtanais) is a targeted investment programme for
rural areas that aims to provide funding for small infrastructural projects in
designated rural areas that have experienced significant levels of de-population
and/or socio-economic disadvantage and geographic remoteness.

For 2026 the CLÁR programme has been expanded to include five additional
areas in Kerry: Ardfert, Arabela, Brewsterfield, Castleisland, and Scartaglin.

A map of all eligbile areas in Kerry is available to view here

The 2026 programme will be delivered through three separate Measures as
follows:

Measure 1: Developing Community Facilities & Amenities

This measure is delivered by Kerry County Council and further information on
how to apply will be available in the coming weeks. 

Measure 2: Mobility, Cancer Care, Community First Responder and Meals
on Wheels Transport

This measure is administered directly by the Department. Closing date for
applications is 22nd May 2026.

Measure 3: ‘Our Living Islands’

This measure will fund interventions on inhabited offshore Islands under:  Island
Community Transport; and Island Community Amenities. 

This measure is administered directly by the Department. Closing date for
applications is 3rd July 2026.

Further information and application forms can be downloaded via the link below. 

Further Information

 

 Training Links 2026 – 2028

Training Links by The Wheel funds community and voluntary organisations to
form Training Networks — groups of organisations who come together to
undertake training that they may not have the opportunity to do individually. Since
2005, The Wheel’s Training Links Programme has supported the training and
upskilling needs of the community and voluntary workforce, including employees,
volunteers and board members.  

Training Networks are invited to apply for grants ranging from €10,000.00
to €50,000.00. There is a total fund of €240,000.00 available, and applications are
welcome from new, existing, previously funded networks who have completed
their programme or previously unsuccessful networks.  

The closing date for applications is Friday, 24 April 2026 at 5pm.  

Further Information

 

Funding Opportunities Closing Shortly

Grant Deadline Date Further Information

Clean Coasts Grants 27th March Further Information

Upcoming Events

 This weekend -
Skellig Coast Dark
Sky Festival 2026 

The fifth Skellig Coast Dark Sky Festival takes place 20–22 March - during Irish
Astronomy Week 20–28 March 2026. 

Fantastic talks and workshops are taking place across South Kerry (Castlecove,
Dromid, Ballinskelligs, Cahersiveen, Waterville) this weekend!

Purchase Tickets

 

Chime
Outreach Clinic

in Dingle

Dingle Outreach, a service of Chime – The National Charity for Deaf and Hard of
Hearing People, offers a free, confidential, appointment-only clinic providing one-
to-one support on deafness and hearing loss.

When: Wednesday, 25th of March, from 12–2 PM

Where: St Mary’s Temperance Hall, Main Street, Grove, Dingle, V92 DV74

Get clear, practical information and advice on:

Tinnitus
Assistive technology
Minor hearing-aid repairs
Low-cost hearing-aid batteries / filters

They're here to help and support you in any way they can.

Appointments required – please contact: Jerry Kelleher — 087 3747327

 

Coffee & Chat
The Alzheimer Society of
Ireland are excited to announce
that Coffee 'n' Chat has come to
Cahersiveen!

When: Wednesday 25th of
March @ 11am

Location: Franks Bar & Bistro,
Cahersiveen

The next meet up is scheduled
for the Wednesday 8th of April. 

Their goal is to connect people,
share information and stories
and provide support -  all while
enjoying a cup of coffee/tea and
a yummy home baked scone!

For more info, contact Niamh
Murphy
niamh.murphy@alzheimer.ie or
087 2165104

 

Booking Link

Community
Walking Leader

Workshop
(Killarney)

Date: Saturday 25th April

Location: Killarney Racecourse

Times: 10:00-4:00pm

Cost: Free

The aim of the training is to up-
skill individuals to lead a walking
group in their workplace or local
community and to give
participants tips and skills to
lead safe, enjoyable, health-
promoting walking programmes.

During the training you will gain:

A great understanding of the
health benefits of walking
Learn to develop and lead a
local walking session for
mixed fitness levels
Receive advice on starting a
new walking group or
promoting an existing group
Gain a great understanding
of posture, technique,
stretching and safety issues
for a successful walk

 

 Irish
Astronomy

Week 
Discover the night sky at this
FREE event

Astrophotography Talk

Night Sky Presentation

When: March 26th

Time: 6pm 

Location: Tralee Library,
Moyderwell, Tralee V92X092

 

WNOW
Programme –
Resource for

Men/Dads
A relaxed and welcoming
weekly men's group focused
on wellbeing, connection and
positive conversation in a
friendly, non-judgemental
space.

The WNOW Programme is
currently running at the
Ballybunion Community and
Family Centre. This programme
may be of interest to men,
fathers, or families who may
benefit from additional support
focused on wellbeing and self-
care.

For more information, please
call 085 7352196 / 085 2009788

 

Soccer
Memories Café

When: Saturday 28th March
2026 from 11am to 1pm

Where: Clann Housing, Coill na
Darrach, Killarney, V93VXY8

The Killarney Soccer Memories
Café aim to bring soccer fans of
all ages together to relive
favourite moments from the
game.

The event forms part of the
Alzheimer Society of Ireland’s
Sporting Memories initiative,
which supports people living
with dementia and older adults
by using sport to
spark memories, build
connections, and enhance
wellbeing

For more information, please
contact soccermemoriescafe@g
mail.com

 

GYM Gals-
Fitness classes

for teenage
girls

(Castlemaine)
This 8-week teen physical
activity programme is
suitable for teen girls aged
between 13yrs and 18yrs.

Date: Starts Tuesday
31st March (8-week prog)

Location: Castlemaine Gym

Times: 6:00-7:00pm

Cost: Free

Booking Link

 

World Meteorological
Day. "Observing
today, protecting

tomorrow"

When: 23th March 2026 at 7:30pm to 8:30pm

Where: Online (A link will be sent near to the event)

As weather patterns shift and seasons become harder to predict, many of us are
wondering how these changes will affect Ireland’s landscapes, wildlife and coasts.

Join on World Meteorological Day for an engaging online webinar exploring the
impacts of climate change on Ireland’s physical environment and natural world.

They are delighted to welcome:

Bernadette Connolly from The Environmental Forum, who will discuss the
physical impacts of climate change on Ireland, particularly along our coasts.
Topics will include coastal erosion, tidal flooding, and what these changes may
mean for local areas.
John Armstrong, ecologist with Nature Network Ireland, who will explore how
climate change is affecting our natural environment, including changes in
species ranges and the risk of extinctions.

This promises to be a thought-provoking and informative talk, with time at the end
for questions and discussion. If you have burning questions about climate change
and its impacts, they would love you to join them.

Get your FREE ticket

 

Introduction to
Astronomy 

When: Thursday 26th March at
6:30pm

Where: Listowel Library

Join in the Listowel Library for
an engaging evening exploring
the wonders of the universe
and learning about practical
astronomy with Paddy
Stack, Kerry Astronomy Club

ALL WELCOME

Under 16 to be accompanied by
an adult.

 

 Upcoming events at Halla Le Chéile 

Tinteán Ceoil
When: Every Monday 7:30pm -
9:30pm

Where: Halla Le Chéile V92
DK4C

€5.00 

The Tinteán Ceoil is a relica of
the traditional old Irish Cottage
kitchen from bygone days and
calls to mind the old tradition of
"bothántaíocht" when
neighbours and friends would
gather together for an evening
of storytelling and song to pass
the night

 

Ciorcal Comhrá
(Conversation

Circle)
When: Every Wednesday at
12pm

Where: Halla Le Chéile V92
DK4C

Everyone welcome!

For more informaiton, contact
Barry at 087 3769538

Community News

 Volunteer with
Foróige 

Foróige is Ireland's largest
youth development organization
with more than 5,000 volunteers
and staff around the country.
We create spaces where young
people feel empowered to grow,
connect, and unlock their full
potential. 

You SHOULD volunteer if you
want to: 

1. Develop new skills that will
make you attractive to future
employers 

2. Make a difference in your
community and create lasting
connections

3. Share your talents and join a
supportive team

They are looking for volunteers in Cahersiveen, Foilmore, Valentia Island,
Portmagee, and Waterville. 

If you are interested please contact Fiona O'Sullivan at 086 1083082
or fiona.osullivan@foroige.ie

 

Age Friendly
Ireland Newsletter

Download the latest edition of the Age
Friendly Ireland Newsletter: 13th March
Edition

Download Newsletter Here

 

ADAPT Kerry
Women’s Refuge

and Support
Service: Vacancies

ADAPT Kerry Women’s Refuge and Support Service supports women and
children affected by domestic abuse by providing 24-hour emergency
refuge accommodation and a range of other support services to improve
outcomes for women and children.

ADAPT Kerry Women’s Refuge and Support Service is an equal opportunities
employer and is inviting applications for:

Team Leader (Women’s Refuge) – Adapt Kerry
Relief Domestic Violence Support Workers (Women’s Refuge)

Closing Date for receipt of CV and detailed cover letter is Monday 30th March

Further Information

 

County Clean Up
2026

Celebrating its 14th anniversary this
year, the County Clean Up will take
place on Saturday 11th April.

This fantastic county-wide community
event which is facilitated by KWD
Recycling and supported by Kerry
County Council. Last year
approximately 4,000 volunteers took
part in the event throughout Kerry with
over 3,400 bags of litter collected from
the roadside. This year individuals,
families, schools, sports clubs, and
community groups are asked to get
involved to help gather litter on the day
along major routes and along our local
country roads through-out Kerry.

Volunteers can register for the County Clean-Up day at www.countycleanup.com
or email KWD offices at countycleanup@kwd.ie where KWD staff will be happy to
help you out and volunteers will receive a registration pack which includes hi-vis
vests and red KWD bags.

To register for litter pickers then please email environ@kerrycoco.ie. They will be
available for collection at KCC Environment Section located on Maine Street in
Tralee.

Public Consultations

Age Friendly
Strategy for

County Kerry:
Public

Consultation

Kerry County Council are currently engaging in a public consultation to form an
Age Friendly Strategy for County Kerry. 

As part of this consultation they have opened an online survey to allow members
of the public and community groups to share their views. Link to the
survey: https://consult.kerrycoco.ie/en/content/kerry-age-friendly-strategy-public-
consultation-survey

A paper copy of the survey is available at the nine libraries across the county.
A paper copy of the survey can also be requested
from agefriendlykerry@kerrycoco.ie or by calling 066 979 6713.
Completed surveys can be returned to the libraries or via a FREEPOST address
listed on the survey.

If you'd like to join the consultation in person there are two further consultation
sessions happening throughout the county. The sessions are open to all, no
booking necessary.
 
These sessions will be held as follows:

Killorglin on Tuesday, 24th March 2026 from 6.30 pm to 9.00 pm in Killorglin
Area Services Centre, Library Place, Killorglin V93 R2NP
Kenmare on Wednesday, 25th March 2026 from 6.00 pm to 8.30 pm in
Pobalscoil Inbhear Scéine V93 K580

Complete the survey

 

Have Your Say
on the Next

Healthy Ireland
Framework

A nationwide online public
consultation has been launched
to help inform the development
of the next Healthy Ireland
Framework.

Building on the solid
foundations laid by the Healthy
Ireland Framework 2013–2025,
this consultation offers an
opportunity for the public to
collaboratively reimagine what
health and wellbeing can mean
for every individual and
community across the country.  

It is an opportunity for people from all walks of life to share their views,
experiences and ambitions as Ireland creates a new roadmap towards greater
health equality, with a particular focus on supporting minority and disadvantaged
groups.

Closing date: 22nd of April 

Have your say by completing the survey at the link below. 

Complete the survey

 

Open Public Consultations:
Proposed Variation No 3 of the Kerry County Development Plan 2022-2028
Material Alterations
Residential Zoned Land Tax Annual Draft Map 2027

Have you news or an event
you would like to share? 

Our newsletter comes out weekly and is designed to keep you up-to-date with
Kerry PPN news, local and national funding opportunities, open consultations,
training and webinars, local events and our PPN member vacancies.

If your group has an upcoming event or news you would like shared in our
newsletter please email the details, with any images and registration links to
ppn@kerrycoco.ie before 3pm on Thursday to be considered for inclusion. 

The Kerry Public Participation Network (PPN) is a network of 1,000+
community & voluntary, social inclusion and environmental groups in Kerry.

We connect Kerry County Council with our member groups facilitating
community participation in local government decision making. We work to

make sure our member groups have a say on local issues that concern
them. 

 

Áras an Chontae, Ratass, Tralee, Co. Kerry, V92H7VT
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