
Kerry PPN Weekly
Newsletter

Friday 6th March, 2026
 

Welcome to the Kerry PPN Weekly newsletter packed
with funding opportunities, community events and
information about upcoming public consultations. Please
feel free to share this information with your group so all
members can keep up to date. 
 
If a group member would like to subscribe directly to the
newsletter please ask them to email their name and
email address to ppn@kerrycoco.ie
 
To have your community event included in our upcoming
newsletter please email the details to ppn@kerrycoco.ie

Have a lovely weekend.

Kind regards,
Máiréad and Kathy.

Tel:0874888360 / 0667183672  Email:
ppn@kerrycoco.ie
Website: www.kerryppn.ie
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Kerry PPN Updates

Kerry PPN Representatives
Update

We recently opened nominations for a number of vacant
Kerry PPN representative positions on the Secretariat
and for the Kerry County Council Housing Strategic
Policy Committee. 

Following the process we are delighted to announce that
Silvia Martín, nominated by Tralee Tidy Towns has been
nominated to fill the Kerry PPN Secretariat Environment
seat and Nora Lucid nominated by Bud's Family and
Community Resource Centre will fill the Housing
Strategic Policy Committee Social Inclusion seat. 

We received 4 eligible nominations for the Housing
Strategic Policy Committee Community seat. An online
election will now take place to select a candidate to fill
the seat. 

All groups registered with the Kerry PPN Community &
Voluntary pillar for longer than than six months will have
one vote in the election. The election will be run online
using the Election Buddy platform between Friday 6th
March & Sunday 22nd March.

The registered primary contact for eligible groups would
have received an email on Friday 6th March 2026 with
voting instructions. We would ask that the primary
contact for the group to please follow the instructions in
the email to cast the vote for their group’s preferred
nominee. 

If any member group has any queries please contact
Máiréad or Kathy at ppn@kerrycoco.ie/ 066 7183672/
087 488 8360

Kerry PPN Representatives

Training & Education
Opportunities

Free Energy Efficiency
Courses 

The Kerry County Council Climate Action unit are
delighted to offer two free energy efficiency courses
available during the week of March 30th.

Join expert tutors from the National Construction Training
Centre as they deliver courses on ‘Nearly Zero Energy
Buildings (NZEB) Fundamentals Awareness’ and
‘Retrofit for Homeowners’ onboard the innovative
training rig which will be located at the Tralee Bay
Wetlands Centre.

No prior knowledge or technical expertise is required for
either course. The courses have been delivered around
Ireland on this rig, and the feedback has been excellent
with participants welcoming the hands-on learning
environment where they can see a heat pump in
operation, see and feel the insulation options for building
retrofits and learn about air tightness and ventilation.

There are two sessions available for each course. Please
register using the link below and select your preferred
day.

Further information on the courses is available through
the links below or by contacting the Climate Action unit at
climateaction@kerrycoco.ie

Where: Tralee Bay Wetlands

Monday, March 30th or
Thursday, April 2nd

Retrofit for
Homeowners (2.5 hours
information course)

Tuesday, March 31st or
Wednesday, April 1st

Nearly Zero Energy
Buildings (NZEB)
Fundamental
Awareness Training(full
day course)

Registration Link

 

Free training in Suicide
Prevention, Understanding

Self-Harm, Suicide
Bereavement 

The HSE is offering FREE training during February,
Marc, April and May.

For more information on the training courses, please
email sp.enquiries@hse.ie

When Where Training Event

24th March at
9:30am - 5pm

Listowel Family
Resource
Centre

FREE - 1 Day
Suicide
Bereavement
Training for
Professionals
and Key
Contacts to
Support Those
Bereaved or
Affected by
Suicide Loss 

28th & 29th
March at
8:45am - 5pm

Cardiac
Response Unit
Killarney

2 Day ASIST
(Applied
Suicide
Intervention
Skills Training)

Full List of Upcoming Training / Registration Link

Grants & Funding
News

Katharine Howard
Foundation ‘Children’s

Promise’ Grants
Programme

The ‘Children’s Promise’ Grants Programme aims to
support community-based organisations working with
young children and their families, who may not reach
their potential due to the corrosive impact of poverty.

The Programme supports organisations in the following
categories:

1.  Early years / young children projects, within
community-based settings.

2. Parental support programmes
3. Research into promising programmes or gaps in

provision that may help to build policy support in those
areas.  

4. Capacity building within an organisation.

Application for the 2026 Grants Programme is now open
for application online and will close on 19 March at 1pm.

Further Information

 

Small Scale Local Festivals
and Summer Schools
Funding Scheme 2026

During 2026 the Department of Culture, Communications
and Sport will operate a fund for Small Scale Local
Festivals and Summer Schools Scheme. The maximum
amount of funding per applicant is €5,000.

The scheme is designed to support small local cultural
festivals and summer schools which are not in receipt of
other central Government monies and which may not be
eligible under funding criteria for larger scale events
supported by Fáilte Ireland, the Arts Council and similar
bodies. Events which are funded by the Arts Council
and Fáilte Ireland are not eligible.

The closing date for receipt of applications for
funding under the Scheme is 1pm on 2nd April 2026

Applicants must read the scheme guidelines before
starting the application. The application form is available
here - https://artsandculture.submit.com/show/49 . You
will need to register before commencing the application.

Register and Apply Here

 

The Ireland Funds: Heart of
the Community Fund 2026

This year, The Ireland Funds will award $1 million in
grants through two targeted rounds of the Heart of the
Community Fund.

For the first open call grant round of the Heart of the
Community Fund 2026 they will prioritise applications
from organisations working in two areas: education and
innovation

Education: This priority focuses on organisations
providing access to learning, both formal and informal,
across all age levels.

Innovation: This priority supports organisations taking
innovative approaches to address a problem, either by
creating something new or enhancing an existing
solution.

Deadline: Friday, 20th March 2026

Round 2: Arts and Culture - Will open September
2026
Further details for this round will be available later in the
year. 

Further Information

 

Creative Climate Action
Fund

Creative Ireland is delighted to announce the launch of a
new €6.5 million Creative Climate Action Fund. It will
support imaginative, large-scale, creative, cultural and
artistic initiatives that support communities around
climate change and empower people to make meaningful
behavioural change.

The fund will support ambitious, durational projects that
bring together expertise from the creative sectors,
climate science, and community engagement.

They are seeking proposals that respond creatively to
Ireland’s key national climate priorities, including those
set out in the Climate Action Plan 2025, the National
Dialogue on Climate Action, and the work of the Just
Transition Commission. 

Funding between €400,000 and €750,000 is available for
large-scale, public engagement projects, running from
2026 to 2029.

Applications close on April 15, 2026.

Further Information

 

Childminding Development
Grants for 2026

The Childminding Development Grant provides up to
€1,000 to assist childminders, who are providing a
childminding service in their own homes. The Grant
scheme is open to all childminders, including registered
childminders, those that are yet to register, and those
who are planning to open a childminding business during
2026.

The Grant aims to support childminders to enhance
quality and safety in their service through the purchase of
toys, childcare equipment, safety equipment, equipment
to support inclusion and STEM and the Arts education
(Science, Technology, Engineering, and Maths) as well
as IT equipment to assist childminders to engage with
training and registration processes. 75% of the Grant is
paid in advance to help childminders with the upfront
costs of purchasing equipment.

Applications for the 2026 Childminding Development
Grant close on Wednesday, 15th April 2026.

If you would like to obtain further information and an
application form, please contact Kerry Childcare
Committee Childminding Development Officer, Amy
on: 087 7885114 or E-mail:
amy@kerrycountychildcare.com

 

Funding Opportunities
Closing Shortly

Grant Deadline
Date

Further
Information

Cruinniú na
nÓg 2026

Thursday 12th
March 

Further
Information

New Solutions
Pilot Grant

Friday 13th
March 

Further
Information

Toy Show
Appeal

Friday 13th
March 

Further
Information

Community
Heritage Grant
Scheme 2026

Friday 20th
March 

Further
Information

Upcoming Events

Feeling Stuck? Ready to
feel better and Move More?
Your Journey to a Healthier, More Active You Starts
Here

When: First Session 11th March 2026 at 11am-1pm

Where: Ballybunion Community Centre

What is it?

A programme to help you make positive changes to
move more and feel better.

You will discover what motivates you and how you make
a plan to get more active.

How it works:

Led by HSE Health Promotion Officers

5 Sessions
2 Hours Each
Small Group Setting
Local Community Venues

Who is it for:

Any adult who is not currently active

To register contact Grainne Woulfe at 087 1880962 or
grainne.woulfe3@hse.ie

 

Celebrate National Tree
Week 2026

When: Two workshops - Saturday 14th March at
11:30am and 2pm

Where: Tralee Bay Wetlands

Join for a FREE 1-hour hands on Tree Planting
Workshop to celebrate National Tree Week from Sunday
8th March to Sunday 15th March.

You will receive a number of native bareroot saplings
along with guidance on how to plant and care for your
saplings.

Bookings can be made online or by calling 066 7126700

National Tree Week organised by the Tree Council of
Ireland in partnership with Coillte, is Ireland’s largest
celebration of trees, inviting communities to come
together and appreciate the beauty, value, and
importance of our woodlands. This year’s
theme, “Growing a Greener Future
Together" highlights the vital role of planting, protecting,
and caring for trees in strengthening climate action,
supporting biodiversity, and enhancing wellbeing across
our communities and schools.

Only open to community groups and schools.
Registration essential and spaces are limited to adults
only. 

Workshops are supported by Kerry County Council.

Book Online

 

Anam Cara Kerry Parent
Support Evenings

When: Tuesday 10th March at 7:30pm

Where: Meadowlands Hotel, Tralee

Anam Cara Support meetings for bereaved parents
continue monthly from September until June each
year. These peer group meetings offer a space of
compassion and understanding for those grieving their
child - at any stage.

If you know any bereaved parents who could benefit from
this meeting, please let them know. No registration is
needed. 

To find out more about the support we offer please email
at info@anamcara.ie or call 085 288 8888. 

Anam Cara support services are free of charge for as
long as needed.

 

Kerry Mental Health
Association to Host

Volunteer Information &
Recruitment Events

KERRY Mental Health Association (KMHA) is inviting
members of the public to attend a series of Volunteer
Information & Recruitment Events in Listowel, Killarney,
Tralee and Killorglin.

The initiative aims to expand KMHA’s volunteer network
and strengthen community support throughout the
county.

Pre-booking is preferred.

Monday 9th March in Listowel (Kerry Writers
Museum)
Tuesday 10th March in Killarney (Kerry Mental
Health Association / Ross Café)
Wednesday 11th March in Tralee (Meadowlands
Hotel)
Thursday 12th March in Killorglin (KCYMS) 

All events will run from 7pm to 7.45pm and are open to
both existing volunteers and those interested in
becoming involved with the organisation for the first time.

Kerry Mental Health Association works to support people
in Kerry who are experiencing mental health challenges,
as well as their families and carers.

KMHA is currently seeking adults who may be interested
in:

General fundraising events
Outdoor church gate and street collections – Tralee,
Killarney, Killorglin, Listowel and Castleisland
Raffle and event ticket sales at upcoming
concerts/fashion shows/events
Carpark attendants for GAA fixtures at Fitzgerald
Stadium
Painting and decorating KMHA offices
Offering professional services free of charge, where
possible 

Booking Link

 

NEWKD Craft Circle
Friendly, relaxed and creative social space in 9 locations
across North Kerry!

For more info, contact Dee at 087 635 6353 or Kristine at
086 660 2147

NEWKD Craft Circle Facebook

Weekly groups:

Mondays 7pm - 9pm
Benmore, Ballyduff
Family Resource Centre, 33a Church Street,
Castleisland

Tuesday 7pm - 9pm
Ballyheigue Family Resource Centre, Sraid
Thaidhg

Thursday 10am - 12noon
Ballybunion Community Centre

Thursday 7pm - 9pm
Shanakill Family Resource Centre,
Monavalley, Tralee
Lyreacrompane Resource Centre

 

Kerry Choral Union concert
The Chester River Chorale are a visiting choir from
Maryland, USA. Kerry Choral Union is delighted to be
performing with them at a one of a kind concert at St
Mary's Church of Ireland, Killarney on Thursday
March 12th at 8pm. 

Admission to the concert is free. All welcome to attend.

Donations invited in aid of St Francis Special School
Beaufort.  so we are hoping for a good audience. 

 

Muay Thai for Teen Girls
Date: starts Tuesday, 10th March 2026

Location: Tralee Muay Thai Club, Prembroke Street,
Tralee

Times: 5:00-6:00pm

Cost: Only €10 for full 8-week programme (plus booking
fee)

To celebrate Women in Sport Week, the Kerry
Recreation and Sports Partnership have teamed up with
Tralee Muay Thai Club to deliver a beginner Muay Thai
classes for teen girls aged between 13yrs-16yrs.

These Muay Thai sessions will be a high-energy,
supportive environment that focuses on the "Art of Eight
Limbs"—using punches, kicks, elbows, and knees for
both fitness and self-defence 

This 8-week programme is specifically structured to
target physical strength and coordination, while fostering
mental resilience and confidence in a safe, female-led
space.

Booking Link

 

Chime Outreach Clinic –
Killorglin

Chime will hold a FREE Outreach clinic on Thursday,
12th March 2026, from 2:00pm to 4:00pm at The Day
Care Centre, Market Street, Killorglin.

This clinic is for people who are Deaf or have hearing
loss. You will have a private, one-to-one appointment.

Chime can help with:

Hearing loss and deafness
Ringing in the ears (tinnitus)
Cleaning and small repairs to hearing aids
Advice on hearing aids and equipment
Low-cost hearing-aid batteries
Information about supports and entitlements

Appointments are required. Please phone 087 374
7327Call before Wednesday, 11th March. 

Chime is the National Charity for Deaf and Hard of
Hearing People and provides free, confidential support.

 

Upcoming events for St.
John's Theatre & Arts

Centre
Tickets for all events can be booked from the
website stjohnstheatre.ie or by calling the Box
Office 068 22566

If you have any queries regarding events or any other
questions please do not hesitate to contact
at info@stjohnstheatre.ie or the box office 068 22566 

Community News

Call out for Volunteers
(Dingle)

West Kerry Community Hospital are looking for
volunteers to pilot a Trishaw electric bike to take one or
two residents out on short spins around the town of
Dingle.

Training will be provided and volunteers will need to
undergo Garda Vetting.

For more information please contact Tom:
tomc.leonard@yahoo.ie

 

Kerry International Film
Festival announces The

KIFF Film Club

Kerry International Film Festival (KIFF) is delighted
to launch the KIFF Film Club. Supported by Screen
Ireland through the Audience Development Fund, the
KIFF Film Club brings the best modern Irish films
and documentaries to the big screen in Killarney.
Tickets for the first two screenings are on sale now
at kerryfilmfestival.com

The Film Club will kick off in March with Christy, which
recently won the IFTA for Best Film and Best Director.
Set in the northside of Cork city, Christy follows the titular
character as he moves in with his estranged brother.
What follows is a compelling and heartfelt drama, as
Christy integrates himself into the community and comes
into his own.

The Film Club will kick off in March with Christy, which
recently won the IFTA for Best Film and Best Director.
Set in the northside of Cork city, Christy follows the titular
character as he moves in with his estranged brother.
What follows is a compelling and heartfelt drama, as
Christy integrates himself into the community and comes
into his own.

Christy screens March 25th, 8pm at Cinema
Killarney.

For documentary-lovers, the April screening, Gerry
Adams: A Ballymurphy Man provides a unique
perspective on the Northern Irish conflict and fight for
unity through unseen photographs and footage, as well
as exclusive interviews with the man himself.

Gerry Adams: A Ballymurphy Man screens April
22nd, 8pm at Cinema Killarney.

Tickets are €8 pp (plus booking fee). Attendees will be
able to enjoy a complimentary cup of tea or coffee before
each screening.

Further Information

 

Age Friendly Ireland
Newsletter

Download the latest edition of the Age Friendly Ireland
Newsletter: date Edition

Download Newsletter Here

 

Public Consultations

Kerry Age Friendly
Strategy - Public

Consultation Survey

Kerry County Council has opened an online survey
in relation to the development of a new Age Friendly
Strategy for County Kerry. 

Anyone aged 55 and over is invited to complete the
survey using the links below: 

Irish Version

English Version

A paper copy of the survey is available at the nine
libraries across the county.

A paper copy of the survey can also be requested from
agefriendlykerry@kerrycoco.ie or by calling 066 979
6713.

Completed surveys can be returned to the libraries or via
a FREEPOST address listed on the survey.

This survey is an addition to the public consultation
sessions currently underway across the county. The
survey and consultation sessions draw on the lived
experience of older people and provide an opportunity to
contribute ideas for the development of the new Age
Friendly Strategy.

You can also join the conversation in person by attending
one of the consultation events taking place throughout
March: 

Tuesday, 10th March  – Coláiste Na Sceilge,
Caherciveen
Wednesday, 11th March – Brehon Hotel, Killarney
Thursday, 12th March – Currow Community Centre,
Castleisland
Wednesday, 24th March – Killorglin Area Service
Centre, Killorglin
Thursday, 25th March – Pobalscoil Inbhear Scéine,
Kenmare

All sessions start at 6.30pm. All welcome

 

Open Public
Consultations:

Facility Centre for Water Based Activities at
Magherabeg Beach, Castlegregory, Co. Kerry
Residential Zoned Land Tax Annual Draft Map 2027

Have you news or an event
you would like to share? 

Our newsletter comes out weekly and is designed to
keep you up-to-date with
Kerry PPN news, local and national funding
opportunities, open consultations,
training and webinars, local events and our PPN member
vacancies.

If your group has an upcoming event or news you would
like shared in our
newsletter please email the details, with any images and
registration links to
ppn@kerrycoco.ie before 3pm on Thursday to be
considered for inclusion. 

The Kerry Public Participation Network (PPN) is a
network of 1,000+ community & voluntary, social

inclusion and environmental groups in Kerry.

We connect Kerry County Council with our member
groups facilitating community participation in local

government decision making. We work to make sure
our member groups have a say on local issues that

concern them. 
 

Áras an Chontae, Ratass, Tralee, Co. Kerry, V92H7VT
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