
Kerry PPN Weekly Newsletter

Friday 13th February, 2026
 

Welcome to the Kerry PPN Weekly newsletter packed with funding opportunities,
community events and information about upcoming public consultations. Please
feel free to share this information with your group so all members can keep up to
date. 
 
If a group member would like to subscribe directly to the newsletter please ask
them to email their name and email address to ppn@kerrycoco.ie
 
To have your community event included in our upcoming newsletter please email
the details to ppn@kerrycoco.ie

Have a lovely weekend.

Kind regards,
Máiréad and Kathy.

Tel:0874888360 / 0667183672  Email: ppn@kerrycoco.ie
Website: www.kerryppn.ie
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Kerry PPN Updates

Housing Strategic Policy Committee
(SPC) Representative Nominations

Kerry PPN is now seeking nominations to fill two representative vacancies on the
Kerry County Council Housing Strategic Policy Committee (SPC)

What is the Housing Strategic Policy Committee (SPC)?

The role of a Kerry County Council Strategic Policy Committee (SPC) is to
develop, monitor and respond to Strategic Policy within an area of work of the
Council. The membership of an SPC is made up of Councillors, PPN
Representatives and Sectorial Interests (i.e. Chamber of Commerce, etc).

The areas of responsibility for the Kerry County Council Housing SPC include:

Monitor the implementation of objectives of Housing for All, and any
subsequent Government Housing Plan.
Monitor targets for delivery set by Department of Housing, Local Government
and Heritage, including delivery of social and affordable housing by both the
local authority and approved housing bodies.
Addressing Homelessness; including monitoring of objectives any
Homelessness Action Plan and any other relevant policies.
Review of policies relating to functions of the Housing Directorate e.g.
differential rent scheme
Traveller Accommodation Programme.
Monitor implementation of objectives of the Strategic Plan for Housing People
with a Disability, together with delivery of grants programme.

What roles are available? 

One available seat is for a representative from a group within the Community &
Voluntary pillar. The second seat is for a representative from a group withing the
Social Inclusion pillar.  

Closing date for receipt of nomination forms: Tuesday 24th February at
6.00pm

Further Information and Nomination Form

 

Kerry PPN Secretariat Nominations for
the Environmental Pillar

What is the Kerry PPN Secretariat?

The Kerry PPN Secretariat is the administrative body that oversee the operations
of the PPN.

What skills and attributes are needed for the position ?

Good communication skills
Experience of working and/or volunteering in the member group the candidate
is selected from.
Team player
Experience of working on boards or committees
A keen interest and awareness of general issues in the pillar the candidate
represents.
All PPN reps are required to sign the Representatives Charter and to adhere to
PPN reporting mechanisms, constitution, policies.
A commitment to attend meetings and events and participate fully in the duties
of the Secretariat. One Secretariat meeting is held each month (travel
expenses are reimbursed for any travel to Secretariat meetings). Meetings are
currently held at 6.30pm on the last Thursday of each month.

Closing date for receipt of nomination forms: Tuesday 24th February at
6.00pm

Further Informaion and Nomination Form

 

Saturday 14th - Kerry PPN
Environmental Linkage Group Meeting

Our next Environmental Linkage Group meeting will take place on Saturday 14th
February, 11.30am at Tralee Bay Wetlands.

This meeting will focus on agreeing the policy priorities for the group for 2026 and
deciding an action plan on how to progress them.

The meeting is open to all PPN members however please RSVP to
ppn@kerrycoco.ie or 0667183686  as soon as possible so we can make sure to
have sufficient seating and refreshments. 

Training & Education
Opportunities

Further Information

Community
Climate

Adaptation
Programme

How can communities prepare for a
changing climate?

Find out how to build resilience for
you and your community with this
programme

Register by: Wednesday, 18th
February at
adaptationkerry@transitionkerry.org

Date: 1st session - 28th February
10:30am - 4:30pm

Location: Tralee Bay Wetlands

 

Exciting Part-Time, Post-Graduate
Opportunity in Applied Community-Led

Development
MTU’s (Munster Technological University) MSc in Applied Community-Led
Development for Wellbeing is a two-year (four semesters), part-time NFQ Level 9
programme. It is tailored for those passionate about community development and
wellbeing, with a focus on real-world application and alignment with the
Sustainable Development Goals 2030.

The programme which has been developed in consultation with community
development providers across the voluntary and public sectors. 

There are also programme options available with 60 credits, 30 credits and 15
credits.

APPLICATIONS ARE NOW OPEN. 

Further Information

 

Event Details

Kerry College
Open Week

Kerry College’s Open Week, taking
place from February 23rd-26th, 2026
across their campuses. Throughout the
week, they will be hosting a series of
events, information sessions, tours,
and demonstrations showcasing the
wide range of courses and pathways
available at Kerry College.

This week presents an excellent
opportunity to:

Visit the campuses and see their
facilities first-hand
Learn more about the courses,
apprenticeships, and progression
pathways on offer
Meet with their teachers and
instructors and ask questions about
options for learners

Grants & Funding
News

Festivals and participative events
grant scheme 2026

Kerry County Council are pleased to announce an open call for funding under
Fáilte Ireland’s Regional Festival & Participative Events Programme 2026.

To be considered for funding under this Programme, Festivals and Participative
Events must attract visitors to the area and have a minimum expenditure of
€7,500.

Closing date for receipt of fully completed online applications forms and
supporting documentation is 5pm Monday 16th February 2025.

If you have any queries regarding, please contact Economic Development and
Tourism Unit at  tourismoffice@kerrycoco.ie / 066 7183591.

Further Information

 

 Extension on Local Enhancement
Programme Deadline 

The closing date for receipt of applications under the Local Enhancement
Programme 2026 has been extended to Friday 27th February, 2026

The Local Enhancement Programme 2026 will provide capital supports that are
essential for many small not-for-profit community or voluntary groups and
organisations, particularly those who serve disadvantaged communities in rural
and urban areas.

Groups will be able to apply for funding to carry out necessary repairs and
improvements to their facilities, or purchase equipment such as tables and
chairs, tools and signage, laptops and printers, lawnmowers, canopies and
training equipment etc.
Groups should be aware that the Programme may be oversubscribed.
Therefore, in such circumstances, all applications fulfilling the conditions may
not be successful or may be for a lesser amount.

All applications for funding under this programme will be reviewed and assessed
to ensure consistency with the Kerry Local Economic and Community Plan
(LECP).

How To Apply

The Local Enhancement Programme 2026 application form is required to be
completed electronically, via an online portal. 

Please review the Scheme Guidelines in full for all information.
All questions on the form must be answered and supporting documentation
uploaded where specified.
Queries can be directed by email to community@kerrycoco.ie or by phone to
the Community, Climate Action & Operational Services Department at 066
7183680.

Apply Here Further Information

 

Better World
Books Literacy

Grants

Each year, Better World Books supports literacy-focused organizations through
their annual Literacy Grants. The 2026 Better World Books Literacy Grants are
guided by this belief and are themed Libraries & Literacy Access.

These Literacy Grants are designed to support public, school, and community
library programs, as well as organizations serving book deserts or underserved
communities.

Applications are now open and will be accepted through February 28, 2026.

Further Information

 

Age and
Opportunity

National Grant
Scheme 

The Age & Opportunity Active National
Grant Scheme is now open for
applications until 12 noon on Friday,
the 27th of February 2026.

For information speak to the Active
Programme team.

Phone: 01 913 3943

Email: active@ageandopportunity.ie

Further Information on How to Apply

 

When: 27th February at 11am

Where: Scott's Hotel, Killarney

Booking Link

Community
Energy Grant

(CEG) Information
Event

Community groups and businesses
across Kerry are invited to attend an
upcoming Community Energy Grant
(CEG) information event, hosted by
Energywise Ireland in partnership
with SEAI.

The event will provide practical
guidance on how the scheme works,
available grants, eligible works, and
more.

The Community Energy Grant (CEG)
supports community‑led initiatives to
explore, plan, and deliver
sustainable energy projects.

This event is ideal for community
groups interested in reducing energy
costs, tackling climate action locally,
and building long‑term energy
resilience.

Attendance is free, and all community
groups are encouraged to come along
and learn more about how the CEG
can support their energy ambitions.

Food will be provided on the day.

 

New Solutions Pilot Grants
The New Solutions Pilot Grants is a two-year fund aimed at supporting social
innovation initiatives in the Republic of Ireland to trial or test new products,
services, practices or models to deliver better outcomes on at least one of the
social inclusion themes below:

Increasing access to employment for disadvantaged groups
Increasing access to education for disadvantaged groups
Personal and social development of young people most at risk of poverty and
social exclusion
Harnessing the potential of sport for social development and social inclusion of
disadvantaged groups.

What’s on offer:

Cash grants of €70,000 – €100,000 over two years
Access to the New Solutions Social Innovation Hub network and support
services
A chance to pilot real-world solutions with lasting social impact.

Deadline for applications: 13 March 2026 @ 6pm

Application Clinics

Join the application clinics on 18 February 2026 and 25 February 2026 to find
out more about the funding and answer any questions that you have. These one-
hour webinars will provide information on fund eligibility and the application
process and offer an opportunity to answer any questions you have.

Further Information and Register for Application Clinics

 

Childminding Development Grants for
2026 Launched

The Childminding Development Grant provides up to €1,000 to assist
childminders, who are providing a childminding service in their own homes. The
Grant scheme is open to all childminders, including registered childminders, those
that are yet to register, and those who are planning to open a childminding
business during 2026.

The Grant aims to support childminders to enhance quality and safety in their
service through the purchase of toys, childcare equipment, safety equipment,
equipment to support inclusion and STEM and the Arts education (Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Maths) as well as IT equipment to assist
childminders to engage with training and registration processes. 75% of the Grant
is paid in advance to help childminders with the upfront costs of purchasing
equipment.

Further Information

Upcoming Events

 Climathon in RDI
Hub 

Date: Wednesday, 18th February from
9am to 6pm

Where: RDI Hub, Killorglin

The RDI Hub is organising a one-day
event focused on tackling food waste in
Kerry through innovation

This is in partnership with Kerry County
Council and would be a great
opportunity to create a real solution.

Further Information

 

Date: Friday 6th March

Location: Foilmore Community Centre

Times: 10:00-2:30pm

Cost: Free

Booking Link

Active Ageing
Festival (Foilmore)
The Active Ageing Festival has been
an annual event in Kerry since 2022.

It aims to promote physical activity for
older adults by providing attendees a
chance to try activities such as Go For
Life Games, chair aerobics and
Activator Pole walking etc, on site.

The event boosts a keynote speaker
every year.

This year the speaker is (John
Lonergan) who will talk about how to
encourage people to stay active into
their later years.

The event also hosts stands allowing
local organisations such as the
charities like ALONE, and service
providers such as the HSE and SKDP,
Men's Sheds, Age Friendly Homes,
Local Link etc, to showcase their
services to attendees.

 

Animation is Art

When: Friday 27th February at 6pm

Where: Síamsa Tíre Art Gallery, Tralee

An exhibition curated and presented by Animation Dingle

The Exhibition will be officially opened by Minister for Children, Disability and
Equality, Norma Foley

About the Exhibition:

A collection of Original Hand-drawn works and production art connecting the initial
sketch to the final cinematic masterpiece. The exhibition features pieces on loan
from legendary artists and studios, including:

Nick Park (Wallace & Gromit)
Richie Baneham (The Iron Giant)
Dean DeBlois (Lilo & Stitch)
Bobby Podesta (Pixar)

Includes an interactive Children's area and a showcase of the Young Animator of
the Year winner

Exhibition Runs: 27 February - 19 March 2026

 

Upcoming NEWKD events

For more info, contact:

Dee - 087 6356353

Kristine - 086 6602147

Craft Circle 
Friendly, relaxed and creative social
space in 9 locations across North Kerry

There are spaces available in the
following groups:

Ballyduff
Mondays 7-9pm
Benmore, Ballyduff 

Ballybunion
Thursdays 10am -12pm
Ballybunion Community Centre 

Castleisland
Mondays 7-9pm
Family Resource Centre, 33A
Church Street

Tralee
Thursdays 7-9pm
Shanakill Family Resource
Centre, Monavalley

Ballyheigue
Tuesdays 7-9pm
Ballyheigue Family Resource
Centre, Sraid Thaidhg

Lyreacrompane
Thursdays 7-9pm
Lyreacrompane Resource
Centre

Listowel
Wednesdays 7-9pm
NEWKD Office, 20 William
Street

 

Together She Creates
Join for an evening of creativity,
connection, and celebration as groups
come together to share, create and
inspire...

When: Monday 2nd March at 6pm -
8pm

Where: Kerry Women's Centre, 65
Rath Oraigh, Rathass, Tralee,
V92PH32

Celebrating NEWKD Craft Circle's 3rd
Year Anniversary. They will have a craft
exhibition showcasing their groups'
creative writing from the Kerry
Women's Centre wiritng, drama group
and Kerry Women's Centre Book Club.

A joyous celebration with light
refreshments

 

Lecture on
Conservation of

Threatened
Species

When: 18th February at 8pm

Where: Halla Le Chéile, Brandon, V92
DK4C

Cost: Free

Dr. Alan McCarthy of UCC will present
the third lecture in the series.

His main research interests are
focused on the conservation of
threatened species, with particular
reference to birds of prey including
Barn Owls

 

If you have any questions about this
event, please call Morgan at 068
23584

Booking Link

 The Morning Melt
- Battling the

Morning Struggle
and Spotting

School Avoidance
Early in Primary

School 
Free event. Booking Essential

When: Wed 18th February at 7pm-9pm

Where: Listowel Community Family
Resource Centre

Guest Speaker: Margaret Gilbert - Life
& Parent Couch

Are your mornings full of delay
tactics, chaos, or rising anxiety? 

You are not alone

Make sense of what school
avoidance looks like, why it
happens, and how you can respond.
Learn how to support your young
person with calm, connection, and
confidence
Build practical strategies to reduce
morning conflict, respond to anxiety,
and rebuild healthy routines

 

 The Cost of
Breathing -
Exhibition 

A Self-Portrait Series

When: 10th - 20th February

Where: Killarney Library

A Collective Photography Exhibition by
Trevor O'Donoghue (Radharc) in
Partnership with Cystic Fibrosis Ireland

 

Soldiers of
Destiny:

Exhibition
The Early Years of Fianna Fáil in
Kerry 1926 - 1933

Presented by Owen O'Shea

Supported by the Royal Irish Academy
under its Commemorations Bursary
Scheme 2025 - 2026

Tralee Library 17th - 28th February

Killarney Library 10th - 31st March

 

Cahersiveen
Coffee 'n' Chat

The Alzheimer Society of Ireland are
excited to announce that Coffee 'n'
Chat is coming to Cahersiveen! 

Join them on Wednesday 11th of
March @ 11am in Franks Bar & Bistro
for our first meet up, with another
scheduled for Wednesday 25th of
March. 

The goal is to connect people, share
information and stories and provide
support -  all while enjoying a cup of
coffee/tea and a yummy home baked
scone! 

For further information contact Niamh
Murphy

Phone: 0872165104

Email: niamh.murphy@alzheimer.ie

Community News

Age Friendly
Ireland Newsletter

Download the latest edition of the Age
Friendly Ireland Newsletter: 6th
February Edition

Download Newsletter Here

 

Integreat App
The Integreat app is a new one-stop
information hub for migrants living in
County Kerry. 

It provides clear guidance on local
services, supports, rights and
opportunities. 

Download here

Make sure to select the region 'Kerry
County' 

Developed by Local Authority
Integration Team Kerry

Public Consultations

Kerry Age Friendly Strategy 2025-2030:
Community Consultation Session

Kerry County Council is developing a new Age Friendly Strategy. 

If you are aged 55 years and over, come share your ideas and experience on
growing old in Kerry. 

Help us make Kerry an even better place in which to grow older

In person consultations will take place: 

The Rose Hotel Tralee, Tuesday 24th February, 6.30pm-9pm
Benners Hotel Dingle, Wednesday 25th February, 6.30pm-9pm
The Listowel Arms, Listowel, Thursday 26th February, 6.30pm-9pm

More Dates to be Announced! 

Further information available at agefriendlykerry@kerrycoco.ie

 

The National Office have tried to make
this survey accessible as possible. If
you experience any difficulties and
require accessibility assistance, please
contact accessofficer@justice.ie or call
01 602 8632.

If you have any queries in relation to
this process, contact the National
Office for Community Safety at: 

strategy@communitysafety.ie.

National
Community Safety
Survey
The National Office
for Community Safety is leading on the
development of the
first National Strategy for
Improving Community Safety, on behalf
of the Department of Justice, Home
Affairs and Migration. For more
information on this Office click here.

They are inviting the public to
contribute to the development of this
new National Strategy by taking part in
the National Community Safety
Survey which is open until 27 February
2026.

Click here for more information and
to take part in the survey.

People have different experiences
of community safety.
The National Office want to hear from
people of all ages, backgrounds, and
experiences living in the Republic of
Ireland today. It takes just 10 to 15
minutes and is your opportunity to
share your experience and to help
public service agencies and
communities to work together to make
communities safer.

Take the Survey

 

Framework for Collaboration - Design
Workshops 

Department of Rural and Community Developmeninvite you to workshops to help
shape a new Framework for Collaboration between philanthropy, government,
and the wider sector.

These workshops form part of the implementation of the National Philanthropy
Policy 2024–2028, launched in December 2023. The Policy aims to deepen
understanding of philanthropy, create an enabling environment, and accelerate
engagement for social good across Ireland.

To ensure that this Framework reflects real-world experience, the Department is
hosting a series of workshops designed to place sector voices at the centre of
its design.

What to Expect from the Workshops

Participants will take part in structured exercises that:

explore decision-making, risk, pace and governance across sectors
surface opportunities, tensions and practical needs
share examples of successful and challenging collaborations
directly inform the development of a practical, usable Framework.

Workshop Dates and Locations

 

Open Public Consultations:
Facility Centre for Water Based Activities at Magherabeg Beach,
Castlegregory, Co. Kerry
Residential Zoned Land Tax Annual Draft Map 2027
N70 Waterville to Ballybrack Road Improvement Scheme

Have you news or an event
you would like to share? 

Our newsletter comes out weekly and is designed to keep you up-to-date with
Kerry PPN news, local and national funding opportunities, open consultations,
training and webinars, local events and our PPN member vacancies.

If your group has an upcoming event or news you would like shared in our
newsletter please email the details, with any images and registration links to
ppn@kerrycoco.ie before 3pm on Thursday to be considered for inclusion. 

The Kerry Public Participation Network (PPN) is a network of 1,000+
community & voluntary, social inclusion and environmental groups in Kerry.

We connect Kerry County Council with our member groups facilitating
community participation in local government decision making. We work to

make sure our member groups have a say on local issues that concern
them. 

 

Áras an Chontae, Ratass, Tralee, Co. Kerry, V92H7VT
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