
 

Kerry PPN Community
Newsletter Friday 19th of

December 2025
As we come to the end of 2025, we would like  to extend our warmest Christmas
wishes to all Kerry PPN Members and newsletter subscribers. 
 
We would like to thank you for welcoming us so warmly to our new roles in the
Kerry PPN. It has been a pleasure to meet so many of you at events throughout
the year and get to know you and the wonderful work you do in your
communities. 
 
We look forward to working with you all again in 2026. 
 
Wishing you a warm and restful Christmas. 

Kind regards,
Máiréad and Kathy.

Tel:0874888360 / 0667183672  Email: ppn@kerrycoco.ie
Website: www.kerryppn.ie
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Kerry PPN Updates

Kerry PPN Office Christmas Hours
The Kerry PPN Office will be closed from Monday 22nd December 2025 until
Friday 2nd January 2026 inclusive. For information about joining the Kerry PPN,
finding your PPN number, upcoming grant information or accessing training
resources please visit www.kerryppn.ie

The next newsletter will be issued on Friday 8th January 2026. To have your
community event / news included in the newsletter please email
ppn@kerrycoco.ie

 

How to find your group's
PPN Number

Did you know you can now look up your group's PPN membership number on our
website? 

Search for your group on our online members
directory (https://kerryppn.ie/members/) where you will find a short description of
your group, links to your group's Facebook and website pages and your PPN
membership number. 

If any of the details for your group need to be updated please contact Mairéad &
Kathy at ppn@kerrycoco.ie 

Search Our Member's Directory

Training & Education
Opportunities

Would you like to know more about
PPNs and how they work?

The online only self-paced training videos programme for PPN stakeholders has
been developed with Social Justice Ireland. Registrations for the online only
training is now open. Social Justice Ireland is providing this training on behalf of
the Department Community, Rural Development and the Gaeltacht.

This is online only and is intended for self-directed learning at the learner’s own
pace. Social Justice Ireland will provide some support via the webform on each
Module page. There are no scheduled classes as part of this training.
This training is available to all PPN Member Groups, Representatives, Local
Authority Staff and Elected Councillors.

An Introduction to the PPNs (2 Modules)
Local Government Budgets
PPNs and Local Government
Effective Participation in Consultations
Effective Facilitation
Strategic Planning
Measuring Outcomes and Impacts

This is online only and is intended for self-directed learning at the learner’s own
pace. Social Justice Ireland will provide some support via the webform on each
Module page. There are no scheduled classes as part of this training.
This training is available to all PPN Member Groups, PPN Representatives, Local
Authority Staff and Elected Councillors.

Register Here

Grants & Funding
News

Kerry County Council Community
Support Fund 2026

The Community Support Fund 2026 is now open and is offering supports to
community-based projects and initiatives in Kerry.

Applications are welcomed from voluntary and non-profit making groups and
organisations in County Kerry whose primary focus is the development or
promotion of the local community or the development of a project that will benefit
a group in the community. Applications for funding must come within the definition
of one of the following five categories of support:

Connected, Inclusive & Resilient Communities
Community Tidy Town Initiatives, Amenity Projects & Environmentally
Sustainable Projects
Community Economic Innovation
Community Based Tourism, Festivals and Events
Local Community Safety Initiatives

A total of €850,000 is being made available through this year’s scheme, which is
now in its twelfth year.

The closing date for receipt of completed applications is Monday 19th January,
2026.

Queries should be referred by email to the Municipal District community groups
are applying to or by contacting Community, Climate Action & Operational
Services on 066-7183680 or community@kerrycoco.ie

Tralee MD: csftralee@kerrycoco.ie

Killarney MD: csfkillarney@kerrycoco.ie

Listowel MD: csflistowel@kerrycoco.ie

Kenmare MD: csfkenmare@kerrycoco.ie

Castleisland-Corca Dhuibhne MD: csfcastlcorca@kerrycoco.ie

Further Information Terms & Conditions Application Form

 

Adult Literacy for Life Collaboration
and Innovation Fund 

Adult Literacy for Life (ALL) is a 10-year strategy that aims to:

ensure that every adult has the necessary literacy, numeracy and digital
literacy to fully engage in society and realise their potential
support organisations and services to be literacy friendly and fully accessible to
adults with unmet needs.

Who can apply?

Organisations that work in the public, not-for-profit, community and voluntary
sector can apply for the Collaboration and Innovation Fund. Individuals and
private sector organisations cannot apply for the Fund.

You need a minimum of two organisations working in partnership to apply for the
Fund. One organisation is the lead applicant, and the other organisation or
organisations are the partner applicants.

The lead organisation will need a tax clearance access number, tax reference
number, and charity number, if applicable.

How much funding is available?

In 2026, the total funding available in the Collaboration and Innovation Fund is €1
million.

The funding will be divided into three strands as follows:

€700,000 for local and national projects that provide innovative and
collaborative ways to:

support adults with unmet literacy, numeracy and digital literacy needs,
and
create a more literacy friendly and equal society.

€200,000 for local and national projects that support innovative and
collaborative ways to:

improve financial literacy skills for adults with unmet literacy, numeracy
and digital literacy needs, and
create a more literacy friendly approach to accessing financial services.

€100,000 for projects that:
engage parents with unmet literacy, numeracy or digital literacy needs
in family literacy projects in the community
support parents to support their child’s literacy skills in the home.

The closing date is 12pm on Thursday 22 January 2026.

Further Information

 

Community Monuments Fund 2026
The Community Monuments Fund 2026 is now open for application. The core
aims of this Fund are the conservation, maintenance, protection and presentation
of archaeological monuments. The fund will:

enable conservation works to be carried out on monuments which are deemed
to be significant and in need of urgent support
build resilience in our monuments to enable them to withstand the effects of
climate change
encourage access to monuments and improve their presentation.

Full details on the fund, eligibility criteria and application documentation can be
found at Community Monuments Fund 2026 – Call for Projects

Applications should be forwarded to the County Archaeologist by email
at mconnoly@kerrycoco.ie no later than Monday 30th January 2026

Further Information

 

Creative Communities
Grant Scheme 2026

Deadline: 5pm, Thursday 22nd January 2026

Need help? Join the Online Info Session on
Wednesday 7th January from 12.30 to 1.30pm by
contacting arts@kerrycoco.ie
or 066-7183895

The Creative Ireland Kerry programme, coordinated by the Kerry Arts Office,
supports the county’s unique creative sector, while providing meaningful
opportunities for citizens and local communities to engage with the sector, and
developing pathways to enhanced creativity.

The focus of this scheme is to deliver creative projects that will enable our citizens
to counteract isolation, create connections with the community, generate joy and
above all enable all to realise their creative potential

Funds amounts for a minimum of €1,000 and a maximum of €6,000

Apply Here

 

Funding Opportunities Closing Shortly

Grant Deadline Date Further Information

Community Climate
Action Programme

22nd December Community Climate
Action Programme |
kerrycoco.ie

Peatlands and Natura
Community
Engagement Scheme

9th January 2026 Peatlands and Natura
Community
Engagement Scheme
2026 | National Parks &
Wildlife Service

Rethink Ireland Impact
Fund 2025

16th January Rethink Ireland Impact

Historic Structures
Fund (HSF)

16th January Historic Structures
Fund

Community Water
Development Fund

20th January

SPARK €300 Mini-
Grant Scheme

21st January SPARK €300 Mini-
Grant Scheme

Heritage Organisations
Support Fund

26th January Heritage Organisations
Support Fund

Upcoming Events

Fenit Coast Conservation Christmas
Raffle

Raising funds for the protection of the Fenit Island Tombolo! 

Fenit Coast Conservation (FCC), a member of Kerry PPN, is a local, not-for-profit,
voluntary group dedicated to the preservation and restoration of the tombolo. 
This is the narrow strip of sand dunes connecting Fenit Island to the mainland. It
is a natural barrier protecting Barrow Harbour and its environs. It is also a bridge
for Islanders and farmers to access their homes and farms.

In the past 125 years, approximately 90% of the tombolo has been lost to erosion
mainly caused by human activity. The last in a series of breaches occurred in
2019. The breach was filled and shortly afterwards FCC was formed. They have
been doing minor protection work since then. The fundraising will go towards the
cost of further sea defences

The raffle prizes are: 1st €500 Voucher for SuperValu, Rock St., Tralee. 2nd is a
lunch voucher for 4 worth €200, at the Oyster Tavern, The Spa. The 3rd prize is
a€100 voucher for Spa Seafoods.

Tickets are €5 each or 5 for €20. The draw will be held Sunday 21st December. A
local benefactor has kindly agreed to match funds raised by the raffle up to the
tune of €3,000. So, every ticket sold for €5, up to a total of €3,000 will benefit FCC
to the tune of €10.

Click the link below or scan the QR code to get you tickets now

Get your tickets

 

Christmas Concert:
Ukrainian and Irish
Traditional Music &

Dance

When: Friday 19th December, 5pm

Where: Tintean Theatre, Church road, Ballybunion, Co. Kerry V31Y198

You will enjoy a delightful mix of Ukrainian, Irish, and global Christmas music and
hits!

Featuring Performances by: 

Dingle Choir
Ballybunion Choir
Ukrainian Code Choir
Zhyhogray Chilrdren's Choir
Vilni Ensemble
Soloists and Musicians

 

Killarney Soccer Memories Café
December Gathering

After an enjoyable series of meet ups throughout the year, the Killarney Soccer
Memories Café is delighted to announce its final event of 2025, taking place on
Saturday, the 20th of December, at Clann Housing, Coill na Darrach, Killarney.

The café’s earlier gatherings were filled with laughter, memorabilia, and treasured
recollections. Attendees have shared stories of great matches, memorable teams,
and personal experiences that reflect the rich history of soccer in Kerry.

This December event promises to bring all that spirit together once again, with a
special festive atmosphere to close out the year. Participants are invited to bring
photographs, match programmes, old jerseys, or simply their favourite soccer
memories to share over a cup of tea or coffee.

The Soccer Memories Café forms part of the Sporting Memories initiative,
supported by The Alzheimer Society of Ireland. The programme uses sport as a
bridge to support people living with dementia and older adults, providing a
welcoming space where memories are valued and community bonds are
strengthened.

As always, new and returning participants are warmly welcomed, whether you
grew up playing the game, supported local teams, coached, or simply love the
sport.

Date: Saturday, 20th December 2025
Time: 11.00am – 13.00pm
Location: Clann Housing, Coill na Darrach, Killarney, V93 VXY8

Anyone wishing to attend can visit the Killarney Soccer Memories Café Facebook
page or email soccermemoriescafe@gmail.com for more information.

 

2025 New Years
Eve Show

When: Wednesday 31st December,
Show starts 7pm - 9pm

Where: Halla Le Cheile

Family Friendly Show

Tickets - Adults €20 Children (Over
12) €10 Children (Under 12) Free

Call 066 7138137 or 087 2372241 to
pre-book tickets

 

 

A Mistletoe
Christmas

When: Sunday 28th of December at
7:30pm

Where: Halla Le Chéile, Brandon,
V92DK4C

Admission Fee - €15

Call 087 2372241 to pre book your
tickets

Hy-Breasal Presents 'A Mistletoe
Christmas' Written & Directed by Frank
Houlihan

John Creagh appears in all plays

1. 'Arlaban' with John Scroope, Ewan Morris and Farren Ní Dhálaigh
2. 'Perfect' with Mary Ross, and Sorcha Uí Shúilleabháin
3. 'Fantasy' with Gillian Wharton, and Kay Dowling
4. 'Love' with Martin Grealish, and David Smith
5. 'Book Club - Friends' with Judy Costello, Helen Fitzgerald, Rhona Johnston,

and Sorcha Uí Shuilleabhain

 

Upcoming Events in Kenmare Family
Resource Centre

Nutrition Talk: Autism and
Food 
When: Saturday 17th January 10am - 11:30am

Where: Kenmare Family Resource Centre, Kerry

Speaker: Aisling Mangan, Registered Dietitian
(H.S.E).

A nutrition talk for parents/guardians focusing on dietary issues, particularly in
relation to Neurodiversity.

We'll explore common eating challenges e.g. with a limited variety of foods or a
sensitivity with textures etc.

We'll discuss ways to ensure each child is meeting their key nutritional needs -
especially protein, energy, iron, calcium and vitamin D.

Parents will leave with practical tips and ideas to support their child's growth and
nutrition.
 

Making Space for Autism
A Parent/Guardian Talk

When: Friday 23rd January from 3pm - 5pm & Friday
13th February from 3pm - 5pm

Where: Kenmare Family Resource Centre, Kerry

Please contact Claire Healy on 086-8885958 to
secure a place. 

€15 contribution per person, with thanks.

Parent, advocate, lecturer and Co-Author of the hugely successful book, 'Making
Space for Autism,' this talk will be delivered by Sharon McCarthy

Are you parenting an autistic young person? Do you have an autistic daughter?

Yes. Then this is for you! Join to discuss ways you can support your young person

Topics covered will include:

Supporting your child in education
Advocating for your child
Empowering your child to self-advocate
How to discuss feelings of vulnerability, anxiety & overwhelm
Energy management and self-care
And importantly, parental/guardian self-care

 

Booking Link

MenoWell 2 Kerry
Kerry Recreation & Sports Partnership
are delighted to bring 'MenoWell 2’ to
Kerry, an exercise and health
education programme in association
with EduFit and their partners the Bon
Secours Hospital Tralee.

‘MenoWell 2’ is A FREE 6-week online
expert-led and evidence-based
women-specific exercise and lifestyle
medicine programme to help women
thrive in midlife and beyond.

**Please note, women are welcome to
sign-up to ‘MenoWell 2’ without having
completed ‘MenoWell’ .

Start Date: Wednesday 21st January
2026

Location: Online

Times: Live exercise classes:
Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays
and one live health education
workshop on Wednesdays at 1:00pm
for 6 weeks.

Cost: Free

 

Childhood Anxiety
and School
Refusal: A

Workshop for
Parents

Date: Thursday, 22nd January and
Thursday 29th January 2026
Time: 6:30-8pm
Location: Shanakill Family Resource
Centre, Tralee. V92 PF30

Booking required! Contact 083-3872727 Shielagh Griffin

This workshop is designed to help parents understand school-based anxiety and
learn practical ways to support their child. No judgment, just real strategies and
professional guidance.

Community News

Age Friendly
Ireland Newsletter

Download the latest edition of the Age
Friendly Ireland Newsletter: 12th
December Edition

Download Newsletter Here

 

Climate Connected Launches
A major new national resource for community climate action,
ClimateConnected.ie, was officially launched this week in Galway, marking a
significant step forward in empowering local groups, households and
organisations to take practical, measurable climate action.

Developed to support communities across Ireland in understanding and reducing
their carbon footprint, ClimateConnected.ie provides an accessible, user-friendly
web tool that guides people through their home energy use, transport habits,
shopping patterns, diet and waste management—helping users identify their
biggest emission sources and explore realistic pathways to reduce them, both as
individuals and as part of community action.

The ClimateConnected.ie team emphasis that the platform is not only a calculator,
but a hub for collaboration—offering resources, guidance, and links to national
and regional supports. The goal is to strengthen Ireland’s growing network of
climate-active communities and ensure that every local group, no matter its size
or starting point, has access to clear, practical information.

Further Information

Public Consultations

Public Consultation on the
development of Ireland's third

Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) National Implementation Plan

The aim of this consultation is to gather stakeholder feedback on the preparation
of Ireland's Third Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) National
Implementation Plan (NIP).

Third Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) National Implementation Plan -
Consultation Document

Anyone wishing to submit observations can do so by email or post.

The closing date for submissions is 5.30pm on Friday, 16 January 2026.

All valid submissions received will be published on the Department of Climate,
Energy and the Environment website.

Submissions should be sent by email to SDGs@dcee.gov.ie or post to:

SDGs National Implementation Plan Consultation, SDGs Team, EU and
International Environment and Circular Economy Section, Department of Climate,
Energy and the Environment, Tom Johnson House, Haddington Road, D04 K7X4

 

Open Kerry County Council Public
Consultations

N70 Waterville to Ballybrack Road Improvement Scheme
Part 8 Application N70 Drimna More Culvert Replacement, Sneem Co. Kerry

Further Information

Have you news or an event
you would like to share? 

Our newsletter comes out weekly and is designed to keep you up-to-date with
Kerry PPN news, local and national funding opportunities, open consultations,
training and webinars, local events and our PPN member vacancies.

If your group has an upcoming event or news you would like shared in our next
newsletter please email the details, with any images and registration links to
ppn@kerrycoco.ie before 3pm on Thursday 8th January to be considered for
inclusion. 

The Kerry Public Participation Network (PPN) is a network of 1,000+
community & voluntary, social inclusion and environmental groups in Kerry.

We connect Kerry County Council with our member groups facilitating
community participation in local government decision making. We work to

make sure our member groups have a say on local issues that concern
them. 

 

Áras an Chontae, Ratass, Tralee, Co. Kerry, V92H7VT
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