
The Kerry Public Participation Network (PPN) is a network of 1,000+
community & voluntary, social inclusion and environmental groups in Kerry.

We connect Kerry County Council with our member groups facilitating
community participation in local government decision making. We work to

make sure our member groups have a say on local issues that concern
them. 

 

Kerry PPN Community
Newsletter Friday 1st August

2025
To all Kerry PPN members,

Please find the Kerry PPN community newsletter below.

It is important that the contact person who receives the newsletter shares it out to
all of their members and beyond.
 
To have your community event included in our upcoming newsletter please email
the details to ppn@kerrycoco.ie

Have a lovely weekend.

Kind regards, Máiréad and Kathy.

Máiréad
Kerry Public Participation Network Development Officer
Tel: 0874888360 / 0667183672

Kathy
Kerry Public Participation Support Worker
Tel: 0667183686

ppn@kerrycoco.ie
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Kerry PPN Updates

Kerry PPN invites
nominations for

Secretariat vacancies

Nominations are now being invited from PPN member groups to fill  vacancies on
the Kerry PPN Secretariat

We are currently seeking nominations to fill the following seats:
• Killarney MD Secretariat Seat X 1
• Environment Pillar Seat X 1

What skills and attributes are needed for the position?

• Good communication skills
• Experience of working and/or volunteering in the member group the candidate is
selected from.
• Team player
• Experience of working on boards or committees
• A keen interest and awareness of general issues in the pillar the candidate
represents.
• All PPN reps are required to sign the Representatives Charter and to adhere to
PPN reporting mechanisms, constitution, policies.
• A commitment to attend meetings and events and participate fully in the duties
of the Secretariat. One Secretariat meeting is held each month (travel expenses
are reimbursed for any travel to Secretariat meetings). Meetings are currently
held at 6.30pm on the last Thursday of each month.
Terms are for a maximum of 5 years.

Nominations Process

You can complete the online nomination form HERE

Closing date for receipt of nominations for is Tuesday 26th August at 6.00pm

Full Details Available Here

 

Training & Education
Opportunities

Social Media Tips
and Tricks for
Community

groups with Keelin
Riley, South West

Social

In July 2025 Keelin Riley, from South West Social,  delivered a fantastic practical
session for member groups on ‘Social Media Tips and Tricks for Community
Groups.’

Keelin talked us through some of her most successful social media campaigns for
Kerry based businesses, giving us a behind the scenes look at how some of her
viral videos came to life. This was followed by a practical demonstration on how to
use CapCut to create videos that can boost your community group’s social media
profile.

You can find out more about Keelin and her work here: https://southwestsocial.ie/

Keelin has put together a short social media guide for community groups which
can be downloaded below: 

Social Media Guide for Community Groups

 

 What is the Nature Restoration Law and
how will it apply to Ireland?

Information session for PPN Representatives
and Member Groups.  

The Nature Restoration Law (NRL) was enacted across the EU in July 2024 with
the goal of restoring degraded eco-systems. Ireland is now in the process of
figuring out how to apply the new law.

Join Irish Environmental Network (IEN) online August 25, 2025 at 7.00pm to
hear from Fintan Kelly, Agriculture and Land Use Policy and Advocacy Officer at
the Irish Environmental Network. Fintan has been working closely on the NRL
over the past few years and has great insight into what stage it is at here in
Ireland and where it is going.

He will introduce the NRL, explaining what it is, what the timelines are and how
the Irish Government plan to engage with stakeholders. This webinar will be a
perfect introduction to the law and the current plans in Ireland.

This webinar will be recorded, however IEN would encourage you to attend on the
night to take full advantage of the opportunity to ask Fintan any questions about
the NRL that you have.

Register Here

Grants & Funding
News

Save the Date: NDA Research
Promotion Scheme 2025-26

Save the Date! The 2025 to 2026 funding call for the National Disability
Authority’s Research Promotion Scheme will open on Monday, 18 August.

This year, they are continuing the 2023/24 theme of Disability in Marginalised
Groups and Communities. The funding is open to studies examining the
relationship between disability and all marginalised groups and communities but
in particular with Traveller and/or Roma populations.

The National Disability Authority anticipate awarding up to three grants and are
open to individual grant applications for varying amounts between €15,000 and
€40,000 with the total funding available not exceeding €80,000.

Applications that demonstrate meaningful involvement of disabled people in the
research process will be particularly welcome.

Further details will be available soon at National Disability Authority - National
Disability Authority

 

2025 European Social Fund+ Open
Call: Integration and Employment of

Migrants
On the 31st of July 2025, the Minister of State for Migration Colm Brophy TD,
launched a Call for Proposals seeking applications from suitably qualified
organisations for funding of projects under Priority 3-Social Inclusion “Integration
and Employment of Migrants” activity of the Programme for Employment,
Inclusion, Skills and Training (EIST) 2021-2027.

This Activity is aimed at legally resident migrants who are experiencing barriers to
participation and employment because of language difficulties, lack of training or
social exclusion. The Activity proposes to increase the levels of employability of
the participants.

The specific categories of persons targeted by this Activity are as follows:

EEA Nationals who are resident in Ireland

Third-Country Nationals (TCN) with permission to enter employment in Ireland,
including refugees fleeing the war in Ukraine.

Funding will be made available through the Department of Justice, Home Affairs
and Migration over the period of the programme.

Up to €2.7 million may be committed under this call, over 3 years.

The closing date for receipt of applications is 12 noon on Thursday the 11th
of September 2025

Further Information

 

What Works Enhancing Quality Fund
2025

Minister for Children, Disability and Equality, Norma Foley, TD has announced the
creation of a new fund under the What Works prevention and early intervention
initiative, which is funded through the Dormant Accounts Fund.

The What Works Enhancing Quality Fund has been established under the Quality
strand of the What Works initiative. The aim of the Quality strand is to align,
enhance and sustain quality in prevention and early intervention as it relates to
the development and delivery of policy, provision and practice for children and
young people.

The 2025 Enhancing Quality Fund aims to promote continuous improvement and
innovation using a process of problem-solving in prevention and early intervention
services for children and young people. Successful applicants will support
the What Works initiative to build on the development of implementation
structures and learning harnessed from over a decade of investment in prevention
and early intervention in order to improve outcomes for children, young people
and their families.

The fund is open to practitioners and service providers in not-for-profit
organisations working with children, young people and their families and
who have a strong emphasis on prevention and early intervention. The total value
of the fund is €300,000, and organisations may apply for funding up to a
maximum of €30,000.

The deadline for applications is 5pm, Friday, August 22nd 2025. 

Further Information

 

Funding Opportunities Closing Shortly

Grant Deadline Date Further Information

Rethink Ireland -
Inclusive Arts Fund

14th of August Further Information
Here

Community and
Voluntary News

O'Connell 250
  "250 years ago, a child was

born in Cahersiveen who
would grow to change

Ireland forever"
 

   Cahersiveen 
5th-7th August 
Honouring 250 years since 'The

Liberator' was born in 1775.

Event Highlights

Blue Plaque unveilings at heritage sites
Mass in the 18th century Penal Chapel
Civic Reception in The Old Abbey
Monster meetings and orations
Opera at The Old Abbey with Gavin and Nicola Ring
Drama tribute to Kerry playwrights and actors
Street parade led by 'Daniel O'Connell' and pipe band
Boat flotilla down River Fertha led by 'The Liberator'
Street party and family entertainment- bring a picnic
Daniel O'Connell Cup Football Tournament

Further information and updates available on Instagram at @danieloconnell250 or
on Facebook at O'Connell250

Full Programme Available Here

 

 Ballybunion
Community Coffee

Morning 
Pop in for a friendly community coffee
morning where everyone is welcome to
connect and share stories. Enjoy a
warm cup of coffee and delightful
pastries while meeting new friends and
neighbours.

Everyone is invited to come
together!

When: Tuesday, 23rd of September
11am to 12pm and will continue every
working Tuesday until the end of the
year

Where: Ballybunion Community Centre

Further information available
at +353-85-2009788

 

Sustainable
Development

Goals Week 2025

Ireland’s fourth SDG (Sustainable Development Goals) Week is taking place this
year from 19 – 28 September.

SDG Week forms part of the wider European Sustainable Development Week
(ESDW) which this year, will run from 18 September – 8 October. Last year,
ESDW saw over 4000 events taking place across 39 countries, with almost 200
events held across Ireland.

How to get involved

 

 Upcoming Events
at St. John's

Theatre & Arts
Centre this August

Sunday 17th at 8pm- Theatre - The Good Crank
A comedy Drama centered around an aging woman who is determined not
to go quietly into that good night. 

Monday 18th at 8pm - Drama workshop
Drama and Acting workshop in Irish Language with Dic Breathnach, St/
John's Theatre Artist-in-Residence

Friday 29th at 8pm - Crow's Old Gold
On a windswept rock near Dursey Island, where legend claims the great
blacksmithing god Goibhiú once forge his enchanted weapons past and
present collide in a story of myth, superstition, and personal reckoning

Further Information

 

Environmental News

Ballybunion Bean
Festival

The Barna Way, Ballybunion
16th August 2025

The Ballybunion Bean Festival promises to be one of the highlights of summer
2025. This brand new, unique festival focuses on the potential of beans as the
most fun and climate friendly food for the future.

The Ballybunion Bean Festival was born out of Brilliant Ballybunion, a Creative
Climate Action Initiative, supported by Creative Ireland. While growing food,
nurturing nature, and creating art together, the Brilliant Ballybunion team began to
imagine a new future for local food production and community resilience in the
face of the climate and biodiversity crises.

The future is beans! Beans are an amazing source of protein, perfect for a plant
based or a climatarian diet. Beans fix nitrogen in the soil and help local
ecosystems to thrive. Beans also provide an opportunity for a new model of food
production - from home and community gardens to small and big farmers alike.
Growing beans can happen at any scale.

The Ballybunion Bean Festival is a blueprint for what is possible - by bringing
together local artists, collaborators, chefs, and businesses, it demonstrates how
community action can be intentional, meaningful, and fun!!

For the last few months, the community has been growing beans for a feast,
which will be followed by a concert with Sailhym. The Festival will take place
within the beautiful woodlands, gardens and organic meadows of The Barna Way.

Come join this truly slow food feast. This brand new festival will be gas craic, full
of beans and other corny puns.

Further Information & Book Tickets Here

 

Killarney Coffee
Cup Project: 

Information Kit for
Community

Groups and Local
Businesses 

The Killarney Coffee Cup Project is a standout example of grassroots leadership
driving meaningful environmental change. With over 70 local businesses
participating, the initiative showcases how communities can take action to reduce
single-use waste.

A case study of the project, commissioned by the Department of the Environment,
Climate and Communications, is now available as part of a comprehensive
Information Kit. This resource includes an Insights document outlining strategic
goals for Killarney and offering guidance for towns across Ireland interested in
adopting similar approaches.

Community groups, local organisations, and businesses are encouraged to
explore the kit and consider how its insights might support sustainable practices
in their own areas.

Access Information Kit Here

 

StreamScapes
Lunchtime Talk:

Aquatic
Invertebrates &

Dragonflies

August 19th, 12pm - 2pm: Online

Join StreamScapes for a fascinating lunchtime exploration of Ireland’s freshwater
ecosystems. Discover how tiny aquatic invertebrates act as powerful indicators of
water quality through the hands-on method of kick sampling. Learn how these
often-overlooked creatures play a vital role in the web of life and reflect the health
of our rivers and streams.

Then, take flight with ecologist Julia Cooper on a virtual dragonfly safari, where
you'll meet some of the dazzling dragonfly and damselfly species that make their
home in Ireland. From the depths of freshwater habitats to the skies above, this
event will leave you with a deeper appreciation for the interconnected life of our
waterways.

Free & open to all nature enthusiasts – bring your lunch and curiosity!

Register Here

 

 ‘What you need to know about
nitrates’ with An Taisce's Head of

Advocacy, Dr Elaine McGoff. 
Webinar recording

This recorded webinar explores what nitrates are, how they can negatively impact
ecology and why this continues to be an issue in Ireland. 

Water quality has been in the news a lot lately, from the giant algal blooms of
Ireland’s largest lake, Lough Neagh, to the recent EPA report citing the dire
ecological status of Lady's Island Lake in Wexford. Most recently, nitrates
pollution in our waterways & Ireland's farming derogation is under further scrutiny
from the EU.

Watch back to get a deeper understanding of why Ireland’s south and southeast
are the worst affected when it comes to nitrate pollution, and why this overlaps
with the highest number of derogation farms.

Watch Webinar Here

 

Social Inclusion News

Her Outdoors Week:11th-17th August
2025

HER Outdoors Week takes place nationally from 11th-17th August 2025. This
week aims to celebrate and encourage more females to get out and enjoy the
benefits of being in the outdoors while bringing visibility to the opportunities for
females to get involved in outdoor physical activity.

HER Outdoors: Fishing Taster Session

Tralee Bay Sea Angling Club in association with the
Irish Federation of Sea Angling are inviting girls and
women of all ages to try out their 'Let’s go fishing'
event !

A taster morning full of fishy fun.  Come meet some
of the Irish Ladies Shore Angling Team who will show
you the ropes and all the basics you need to get
fishing and catching !  If you have ever wondered
what all this fishing on the pier is about, well now is
your chance !!! They will show you what equipment
you need to get started and then we will go have
some fun catching some fish on the pier. 

Date: Sunday 17th August 2025    Location: Fenit Pier (beside RNLI building)

Times: 10:00-2:00 pm     Cost: FREE

Booking Link

 

 Social Dancing in
Knocknagoshel 

In aid of Knocknagoshel over 55's
services

When: 3pm - 6pm on Sunday 21st of
September 

Where: Knocknagoshel Community
Centre

Music by Noreen Nash. Light
refreshments provided, raffle on the
day

Entry €10

 

Age Friendly
Ireland Newsletter

Download the latest edition of the Age
Friendly Ireland Newsletter: 25th July
Edition

Download Newsletter Here

 Call for Volunteers to
join the UNCHR Irish

Refugee Advisory Board 

Are you a refugee interested in advocating for your rights and the rights of
refugees living in Ireland? Are you interested in deepening and broadening
your knowledge and expertise for advocacy on asylum, inclusion and
integration? Are you a beneficiary of temporary protection, or hold refugee
status or subsidiary protection in Ireland?  

The UNHCR is seeking to engage 7 individuals to join UNHCR Refugee Advisory
Board for a period of one year with the possibility for extension for up to 3 years.

This is a voluntary and unpaid position, ideal for someone who wants to
contribute their time, skills, and voice towards change.

If you are interested in applying please send a CV and motivation letter
apply by 4 August 2025 to  secretary@irishrefugeeadvisoryboard.org

Further Information

Public Consultations

Tralee Integrated Urban
Strategy Public Consultation

View Draft Plan Here

Kerry County Council is in the final stages of preparing the heritage-led Integrated
Urban Strategy for Tralee, developed as part of the THRIVE Town Centre First
Heritage Revival Scheme. 

As part of this process, a number of heritage buildings, streets and public spaces
in the town centre have been identified as having significant potential for
regeneration. 

These assets present valuable opportunities not only for adaptive reuse, but also
for conservation, public realm improvements, and new uses that can reduce
vacancy and dereliction while enhancing the overall vibrancy and appeal of the
town centre. The strategy also supports a funding application for the
conservation-led restoration and upgrading of the Ashe Memorial Hall, a landmark
heritage building in the heart of Tralee. 

The public consultation period is open until 4pm, 18th August 2025.

The draft plan can be viewed online and at the following locations:

Kerry County Council, County Buildings, Rathass, Tralee, Co. Kerry V92 H7VT

Kerry County Council, Tralee Municipal District Office, Princes Quay, Tralee, Co.
Kerry V92 YX54

Submissions and observations can be made via the online portal or by emailing
townregenerationunit@kerrycoco.ie.

Alternatively, send your comments to Town Regeneration Unit, Kerry County
Council, County Buildings, Rathass, Tralee, Co. Kerry V92 H7VT. Please use
subject heading: Comments on Draft Tralee Integrated Urban Strategy.

Make a Submission Here 

 

Tralee - Listowel
Greenway - Public

Consultation - Preferred
Option

View Drawings Here

Kerry County Council  in partnership with Transport Infrastructure Ireland
propose to develop a greenway between Tralee and Listowel.

This Public Consultation presents the Preferred Option for the Greenway. The
Project Team would like to hear your views in relation to the Preferred Option
along with any information that you would like the Project Team to consider. This
information will inform the development of the Preliminary Design of the
Greenway.

How To Make A Submission

Submissions can be made using the feedback form below.  You can also make a
submission by:

Post: Tralee to Listowel Greenway, Kerry National Roads Office, Kerry County
Council, The Island Centre, Castleisland, Freepost FKY 7494, Co. Kerry, V92
T0CP.

Email: tlgreenway@kerrycoco.ie

Please make submissions by Friday 29th August 2025.

Make a Submission Here 

 

Local Democracy Taskforce
Targeted Stakeholder

Consultation

The Programme for Government commits to reforming and strengthening local
government which is the “beating heart of our democracy” and provides many of
the essential services on which we all depend.

Earlier this month, the Government agreed the Terms of Reference of a Local
Democracy Taskforce which has been convened with the Local Government
sector to finalise a programme for the reform and strengthening of local
government. The full terms of reference for the taskforce are available here: Local
Democracy Taskforce 

Each PPN has been invited by the Taskforce to take part in a consultation offering
its position on a series of questions. The questions are based on the four key
pillars that Government has asked the Taskforce to focus on, relating to the
structures, functions, finance and governance of local government in Ireland.

In order to respond to this we are asking you the PPN member groups to consider
the questions posed below and send us your responses to any questions that are
relevant to your group and its work. Please forward all responses to this
consultation to ppn@kerrycoco.ie before Monday 11th August 2025

Consultation Questions

 

Open Public Consultations:
Public Consultation: New Strategy to Support the Community and Voluntary
Sector: Make a Submission Here
Climate Conversations 2025 Consultation: Open until 22nd September:
Complete Survey Here
Kerry County Council: Part 8 - N70 Creamery Cross Road Project: Further
Information Available Here
Kerry County Council: Public Consultation - Section 38 Traffic Calming - Sunhill
Road, Killorglin: Further Information Available Here

 

Kerry County Council adopts
new Tralee Municipal District

Settlements' Plan

Kerry County Council, at their meeting on the 21st of July 2025 adopted Variation
No. 1, (Tralee Municipal District Settlements' Plan) of the Kerry County
Development Plan 2022-2028. This plan covers the areas of Tralee, Fenit, Ardfert,
Blennerville & The Spa. 

The settlements’ plan includes a written statement and mapped objectives to
provide a comprehensive local planning framework with clear policies and
objectives including land use zoning, in the interests of the common good. The
settlements’ plan completes the planning framework for the area and complement
the current National, Regional and County policies and objectives. The Settlement
Plan for Tralee is informed by a Local Transport Plan

A copy of the variation and associated documents will be available in due course
for viewing on the Kerry County Development Plan 2022-2028 website,
https://cdp.kerrycoco.ie/

Áras an Chontae, Ratass, Tralee, Co. Kerry
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