
Kerry PPN Community
Newsletter Friday 21st March

2025

To all Kerry PPN members,

Please find  the Kerry PPN community newsletter below.

It is important that the contact person who receives the newsletter shares it out to
all of their members and beyond.

Have a lovely weekend.

Kind regards, Máiréad and Kathy.

Máiréad
Kerry Public Participation Network Development Officer
Tel: 0874888360/066-7183672

Kathy
Kerry Public Participation Support Worker
Tel: 066-7183686

ppn@kerrycoco.ie
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Community and Voluntary News

Tralee Municipal District
Settlements' Plan -

Submissions Closing Friday
21st March 2025

Kerry County Council is updating the Tralee Municipal District Settlements’ Plan,
and this is your chance to have a say on everything from housing and zoning to
transport and community spaces.

This plan will shape how your area grows and develops, including the Tralee
Local Transport Plan, including roads, cycle lanes and public transport.

The closing date for submissions is Friday 21st March

Submissions can be made online
here: https://consult.kerrycoco.ie/en/consultation/proposed-variation-no-1-kerry-
county-development-plan-2022-2028

or in writing to: Senior Planner, Planning Policy Unit, Planning Department, Kerry
County Council, County Buildings, Rathass, Tralee, Co. Kerry, V92H7VT. 

Submissions in writing are to be clearly marked with ‘Proposed Variation No. 1
to Kerry CDP 2022-2028’.

Easter Camps 2025

Where: Ballybunion Community Centre

When Week One: Monday April 14th to Thursday 17th April 2025

Week Two: Tuesday 22nd April to Friday 25th April 2025

Time: 10am to1pm

Age Groups: 5 -12 years old (Primary School Age)

Cost per week: €50 for one child, €75 for two children, €95 for three children from
one family.

Activities: Easter Hunt - Games - Arts & Crafts - Beach Time - Free Play

For more information or to book: Email: ballybunionchildcare@gmail.com or text
0870573384

Childminders: We Need Your
Voice!

Help Us Support Childminders Across Ireland. At Childminding Ireland, we are
committed to supporting childminders and advocating for a thriving, sustainable
childminding sector. Each year, we conduct a survey to hear directly from you
about your experiences, challenges, and the support you need.

By taking just 3 minutes to complete this survey, you will help us better understand
the issues you face, improve the services and support we offer, and strengthen our
voice when lobbying policymakers. Whether you are new to childminding or have
years of experience, your insights are invaluable to us.

To access the survey, please click rebrand.ly/xikuw62

Thank you for taking the time to contribute to this important survey.

Wellbeing Courses 2025

Courses to support your well being and personal development.

In 2025 the following FREE courses will be held:

- Steps to Success Personal Development Course.

- Managing Your Money, Building Your Future (Financial Literacy Programme)

- Gardening on a Budget.

- Family First Aid.

- Nature Based Herbal Medicine Wellbeing Programme.

*Dates and Locations to be confirmed.

*SICAP eligibility and registration restrictions apply.

For queries contact Carol Naughton, SICAP Education Officer, South Kerry
Partnership at 0879631935 or cnaughton@skdp.net

Free Film Making Workshop

Are you a teenager?

Do you enjoy film?

Want to try out film making as a fun activity?

For more information please contact us:

SKDP Killorglin - IRYNA PUZDRIA (SICAP Inter-Cultural Support Worker) at
0879949291 or ipuzdria@skdp.net

SKDP Cahersiveen - TETYANA OLKHOVSKA (SICAP Inter-Cultural Support
Worker) at 0873418606 or tolkhovska@skdp.net

Yorkie Book Club

The bookclub for men will take place on Tuesday March 25th at 6.30pm in
Tralee Library. Pop in for next months book. All welcome.

For more information please contact Tralee Library at tralee@kerrylibrary.ie or
0667121200

Location: Moyderwell, Tralee, Co.Kerry V92 X092

Opening Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Friday & Saturday 10am-5pm, Tuesday &
Thursday 10am-8pm.

Mother's Day Wreath Workshop

Celebrate Mother’s Day with Creativity! Looking for a unique and thoughtful way
to celebrate Mother’s Day? Join us at Tralee Bay Wetlands for a Wreath Making
Workshop – the perfect blend of crafting, fun, and quality time with loved ones! 

 Date: Sunday, 30th March

 Time: 11 AM - 12:30 PM

 Cost: €35 per person

Bring your Mum, Mother-in-law, bestie, or anyone who loves being creative and
make a beautiful Easter & Mother’s Day wreath to cherish! Plus, enjoy some
delicious homemade treats at the Lakeside Café. 

Limited spots available! Book now via 
 https://shop.beyonk.com/1c9pq8y3/experiences/vqz9ha8v

Heritage Iveragh - new Chair,
full moon walk, Skellig Coast

Dark Sky Festival

At the AGM in December (which was followed by a fascinating and gripping
lecture by historian Dr Peter O'Connor), we elected Dr Eoin O'Neill as Chair of
Heritage Iveragh. If you haven't already had a chance to meet him, Eoin will be
giving a Heritage Iveragh talk on 9 April - details to follow. Sheila Burns resigned
from the committee. We would like to thank Sheila for all her dedicated work
during the years she was Treasurer. Aoibheann Lambe (that would be me)
resigned as Chair and is now Treasurer. Speaking as Treasurer, it would be
wonderful if those who haven't already paid their 2025 Heritage Iveragh
membership dues would do so: €20 single, €30 couple/family, €5 student. Please
see membership form attached.

If you don't know already, the Skellig Coast Dark Sky Festival is taking place 27–
30 March. Great work is being done by our team which includes Leonie
Woodward of SCTN and Dalia Alnajjar from Gaza who are doing sterling work
publicising the event. I am director of the festival. 

Anyone with weekend tickets for the festival is invited to this evening's full moon
walk with Mary McGillycuddy. it will be in Irish and in English and starts at 8pm at
Derrynane Lifeguard's Carpark: https://maps.app.goo.gl/7mReZchHjX2KGam86?
g_st=com.google.maps.preview.copy.

The full moon hike had sold out but due to demand, we have made a few more
places available. Full moon hike as well as festival tickets may be purchased
here: https://events.humanitix.com/skellig-coast-dark-sky-festival-2025

Mock the Mike is taking place in Sneem on Saturday
evening: https://www.instagram.com/sneemfestivals/p/DGiTM54og6h/.

AnamCara - Bereavement
Information Evening

AnamCara - Supporting Parents after Bereavement

Join Us Online

Thursday 10th April 2025

7pm - 8:30pm

Register for link by contacting AnamCara at info@anamcara.ie or 0852888888 or
014045378

For more information, please visit www.anamcara.ie

Guest Speaker: David Trickey 

David is a Consultant Clinic Psychologist with extensive clinical experience of
trauma and traumatic bereavement.

Easter Chocolate Games

ralee Bay Wetlands Ecology & Activity Park is the place to be this Easter. With our
annual Easter Chocolate Games now returning again this year. We are delighted
to bring all the families and their children together on Easter Sunday and Easter
Bank Holiday Monday for some fun activities through the Wetlands!

‘Hopping’ Good Fun this Easter Sunday and Easter Monday with games suitable
for children 4yrs - 12yrs. It is not to be missed!

 Dates: Sunday, 20th April & Monday, 21st April 2025
Times: 11am, 12:30pm & 2pm
Cost: €12 per child (accompanying 2 Adults Free)

Age: suitable for Children 4 -12 years. Please note that all children must be
supervised about by an accompanying adult or guardian.

The minimum requirement is one adult ticket when booking this experience.

Book now via   https://shop.beyonk.com/1c9pq8y3/experiences/1gtuoqhf

South Kerry Social Enterprise
Network

Calling Social Enterprises!

You are invited to join our South Kerry Social Enterprise Network.

Joining South Kerry Social Enterprise Network will provide access to the
following:

Funding Opportunities Training and Mentoring

Promotion of your social enterprise Become part of the SKDP Social
Enterprise Directory

Social Enterprise Toolkit Networking Events

For further details and to register your interest contact Clare O'Shea on
0873567874 or coshea@skdp.net

Kerry County Council -
Temporary Closing of Roads

The Rose Hotel Kerry Circuit of Kerry Stages Rally

Kerry County Council has decided to close to public Traffic the roads to facilitate
the holding of The Rose Hotel Kerry Circuit of Kerry Stages Rally on Sunday 30th
March 2025.

For a full breakdown of roads affected, please visit
http://docstore.kerrycoco.ie/KCCWebsite/roads/closures/DecisionCircuitOfKerryR
ally.pdf

Irramore to Ballyhorgan East, Listowel

Kerry County Council has decided to close to public traffic the following road:

Road Closed: L-6055 Irramore to Ballyhorgan East, Listowel.

Road Closing Times: from 8am Monday 31st March to 6pm Friday 11st April
2025.(Daily Closure 8am to 6pm, Road will open at weekends)

For more information, please visit:
http://docstore.kerrycoco.ie/KCCWebsite/roads/closures/irramore.pdf

Ballyhorgan East to Crecora Mills, Listowel

Kerry County Council is proposing to close to public traffic the following road:

Road Closed: L-6056 Ballyhorgan East to Crecora Mills, Ireland.

Road Closing Times: From 8am on Monday 14th April to 6pm on Friday 9th
May 2025 (24hr daily road closure - Road will be open at weekends)

Any person having an objection to the above proposal should lodge same, in
writing, marked Road Closure, with the Administrative Officer, Roads and
Transportation Department, County Buildings, Tralee, County Kerry or by email to
roads@kerrycoco.ie not later than 4pm on Monday 24th March 2025.

For more information, please visit:
http://docstore.kerrycoco.ie/KCCWebsite/roads/closures/IntentionL-
6056BallyhorganEastListowel.pdf

Social Inclusion News

Age Friendly Ireland Newsletter
14th March 2025

Please see Newsletter below for Age Friendly Ireland Week ending 14th March
2025

Age Friendly Ireland - Newsletter

EPIC Programme: FREE
Employment and Integration
Training for Asylum Seekers,

Refugees & Vulnerable
Migrants

EPIC helps unemployed and job-ready asylum seekers, refugees and migrants
living in Ireland to increase their chances of finding a job through online training,
individual support and partnering with businesses. EPIC is a free online
programme focused on career development and integration.

Upcoming Training dates

Tuesday 1st April (morning course)

Tuesday 29th April (afternoon course)

More information/how to sign up

Lote 4 Kids - Language books
for Children

Kids can now enjoy 2000+ digital books in over 50+ Languages, together with
English translations, from the comfort of home!

To access LOTE4Kids:

1. Visit your library website to find out more; OR Find your library at
www.lote4kids.com

2. Login using your library card barcode number.

3. Select a language, and ENJOY A STORY!

For more information/queries, for queries please contact Kerry Library at 066
7121200 

Fáilte Isteach English Language
Tutor

Volunteer Opportunity

We are looking for you!

Location: Anywhere in South Kerry

We are currently looking for volunteers to work with a small group of individuals, to
help them learn and improve their English conversational skills.

The classes will take place for 2 hours a week, over a 6 - 8 week period. Training
will be provided.

If you would be interested in volunteering or would like further information.

Please contact: Jurga Butkute - South Kerry Development Partnership on
0877816244 or email jbutkute@skdp.net

Environmental News

Environmental Linkage Group
Meeting

When: Monday 31st March – 7.30pm- Online via Zoom.

The Kerry PPN Environmental Linkage Group brings together all PPN members
who are interested or involved in environmental issues. The environment, as a
topic for discussion, is wide and diverse, and therefore the types of community
organisations who make up the Environment Linkage Group is also diverse.
These range from groups whose sole function is ecological protection, to
resident’s associations, and tidy towns groups

To attend this meeting please register your interest by emailing Máiréad and Kathy
at ppn@kerrycoco.ie

Agenda:

Update on SPC Meeting of 7th March
Discussion on Shannon LNG
Agree next actions re Trees, Shrubs and Hedgerows Policy
Agree next actions re Pesticide, Fungicide & Herbicide Policy
Agree next actions re Allotments Policy
Agree next actions re Water Quality Improvement
Discussion on community involvement in invasive species management
AOB

Kenmare Sustainable Energy
Community (SEC) Meeting

Meeting at Carnegie Arts Centre on 26th March at 7pm

All welcome - Businesses, Domestic house owners, Community groups, Sports
clubs.

Why? Reduce energy Bills. Warmer, healthier homes. Reduce our impact on the
planet.

Acting as a community means even greater impact.

A SEC has been initiated in Kenmare. We have a mentor and many supports
available from Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland for the project. 

We are looking for people to join us as we journey towards a sustainable future.
Will you join us?

Community Climate Action
Fund

The Community Climate Action Fund is helping communities across Kerry take
meaningful steps toward a more sustainable future. Through this fund, local
groups can access financial support for projects that reduce carbon emissions,
promote biodiversity, and build climate resilience.

By funding initiatives like solar-powered bins in Kenmare, the programme enables
grassroots action that contributes to Ireland’s climate goals.

This fund is a fantastic opportunity for local groups to turn climate ambitions into
reality, fostering greener, more resilient communities for future generations.

For more details with regards to the Community Climate Action Fund, contact

Caroline Toal 

Community Climate Action Officer

Kerry County Council

Woodland Industrial Estate, Killarney, Co. Kerry, V93XF98

Email: ctoal@kerrycoco.ie Mobile: 087 6891105

Or visit, Kerry County Council website www.kerrycoco.ie .

 Kenmare Tidy Towns and the Community Climate Action Fund.

Kenmare Tidy Towns, a dedicated group committed to keeping Kenmare clean,
green, and sustainable, has received funding under the Community Climate
Action Fund Their latest project focuses on the installation of solar-powered bins,
a step towards reducing waste-related emissions and supporting a low-carbon
future.

With funding secured through the Strand 1 - Building Low Carbon Communities
initiative, the project aims to improve waste management efficiency by using smart
solar bins that compact waste, reducing collection frequency and carbon footprint.
This innovative approach will help cut down on emissions from waste collection
while keeping Kenmare’s streets even cleaner.

This Community Climate Action project is part of Kenmare Tidy Towns’ broader
vision for sustainability. Their efforts demonstrate how local climate action can
lead to practical, impactful change for communities.

Kenmare Tidy Towns Community Climate Action project is linked to the
Sustainable Development Goals.

Goal 12: Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns

Substantially reduce waste generation through prevention, reduction, recycling,
and reuse. (Target 12.5).

 For more information, you can contact Kenmare Tidy Towns at
kenmarett@gmail.com.

SDG Masterclass for Tidy
Towns Groups

Get your Tidy Towns application SDG-ready with this Masterclass from GAP
Ireland!

Tuesday 25th March @ 8.00pm

Thursday 27th March @ 12.30pm

Free Online course run by Global Action Plan to help your Tidy Towns Group with
their application this year.

 Book your place at this online course here: https://globalactionplan.ie/take-
action/events/

Global Action Plan aims to inspire people to become environmental ‘change
makers’. 

They equip individuals and communities with knowledge and skills to develop
solutions to the environmental and climate crises. 

For more information visit: https://globalactionplan.ie/

Kerry PPN Environmental
Linkage Group community

Garden and Allotments survey

Kerry PPN Environmental Linkage Group brings together all PPN members who
are interested or involved in environmental issues. One of the areas the group is
focusing on in 2025 is the provision of community gardens and allotments in Kerry.
To help us with this we would like to hear about the community gardens/
allotments in your area. If you do not have a community garden/allotment in your
area we would love to hear if there is a demand for such facilities. 

It is intended to gather information to help inform any future submissions by Kerry
PPN representatives to Kerry County Council policy committees and to any
relevant local and national consultations.

This survey is for exploratory purposes and is not connected to any current
funding allocation.

Complete the survey at the link HERE

Grants and Funding News

Benefact Group-Movement for
Good awards

The Movement for Good Awards is the annual programme of giving that anyone
can get involved in, and again this year the Benefact Group will be donating over
£1 million to charities and good causes.

Deadline: 24 March

For more information/how to apply: Click here

Small Scale Local Festivals and
Summer Schools Funding

Scheme 2025

During 2025 the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media
will operate a fund for Small Scale Local Festivals and Summer Schools.The
projects make a very important contribution to the development and promotion of
Ireland's sustainable cultural tourism offering, to the benefit of both the domestic
and foreign tourist and represent an important component of the delivery of the
cultural tourism commitments in the Programme for Government. The maximum
amount of funding per applicant is €5,000.

The Small Scale Local Festivals and Summer Schools Scheme is reserved for
appropriate not-for-profit festivals, summer schools and other such similar events.

The scheme is designed to support small local cultural festivals and summer
schools which are not in receipt of other central Government monies and which
may not be eligible under funding criteria for larger scale events supported by
Fáilte Ireland, the Arts Council and similar bodies. Events which are funded by the
Arts Council and Fáilte Ireland are not eligible.

The closing date for receipt of applications for funding under the Scheme is 1pm
on 4th April.

 Full details available here: gov.ie - Small Scale Local Festivals and Summer
Schools Funding Scheme 2025

Communicating Europe
Initiative 2025 - Grants
Applications Now Open

The Communicating Europe Initiative provides Government funding to voluntary
organisations, educational bodies and civil society groups and bodies, for projects
intended to deepen public awareness of the role that the European Union plays in
our daily lives.

The Communicating Europe Initiative seeks to improve the quality and
accessibility of public information on European issues, at local, regional or
national level.

Under the 2025 round of the Communicating Europe Initiative, €400,000 is being
made available to eligible applicants, representing an increase from €330,000
provided in 2024. Applications for funding under the 2025 round are sought with
the theme of “The EU as a catalyst for change”.

The application process for the Communicating Europe Initiative will be done
through the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade grants management platform,
ensuring all organisations have easy access to their applications and the results
of the assessment process.

The deadline to submit an application is 12 pm Thursday 17th April 2025

 It is envisaged that the maximum individual grant awarded will be in the order of
€10,000.

Further details available here: https://www.ireland.ie/en/eu/communicating-
europe-initiative/#access

Application Portal available here: https://funding.dfa.ie/

LEADER Programme 2023-2027

South Kerry Development Partnership CLG on behalf of the Kerry LAG is inviting
Expressions of Interest for the LEADER Programme 2023 – 2027 under
the Sustainable Development of the Rural Environment sub-theme of the
Programme from Tuesday 18th March 2025. This call for projects is specifically
targeted towards the community sector.

The Sustainable Development of the Rural Environment sub-theme aims to
integrate sustainability into infrastructure, local amenities, agri-food, and the blue
economy. It also focuses on building local capacity, conducting analysis and
development, and providing training to ensure the long-term sustainability of the
county.

Both globally and locally, the natural environment is experiencing increased
pressure. As such, and as the South Kerry region is rich in natural assets, there is
significant potential to implement measures to support the health and resilience of
biodiversity in our areas. These actions will not only benefit our immediate
surroundings but also contribute to broader environmental efforts, both locally and
globally.

Grant Support Available

The total budget for this call is €100,000. The minimum funding available to any
individual project is €1,250 and the maximum amount of funding available to any
individual project is €15,000.

Grant aid is available up to 75% of the Total Project Cost. For training projects,
grant aid is available up to 100% of the Total Project Costs and for Analysis and
Development projects (feasibility studies, plans etc) grant aid is available up to
90%.

Closing Date for Receipt of Expressions of Interest

The Closing Date for receipt of Expressions of Interest (EOI) is Friday 18th April
2025.  To be considered for grant aid, an applicant must submit an expression of
interest by this date. Applicants must also ensure they sign the Data Protection
Consent form attached to the EOI.

Click here for more information

Apply for LIFE Funding in 2025 

LIFE is the EU’s dedicated funding programme for environmental and climate
action. If you have a project idea that supports sustainability, you can apply for
LIFE funding in one of four key areas: Nature and Biodiversity, Circular Economy
and Quality of Life, Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation and Clean Energy
Transition. For the 2021-2027 programme period, € 5.43 billion is available to
support projects that improve our environment. The new LIFE calls for proposals
2025 are expected to be published on the Funding & tenders portal on 24 April
2025.

All calls will be presented at the EU LIFE info days, planned from 13 to 15 May
2025. Find more here. 

Funding Opportunities Closing
Shortly

The Lidl Green Fund
Information 
Apply Here
Closing Date:24th March 2025

Coca-Cola Thank You Fund 2025
Information
Apply Here
Closing Date: 26th March 2025

Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund
Information
Apply Here
Closing Date: 28th March 2025

National News

 SOCIAL INCLUSION FORUM
2025 CWI/EAPN Ireland
Preparatory Workshops

The Social Inclusion Forum (SIF) is part of the Government’s structures to monitor
and evaluate the State’s strategy to address poverty and achieve social inclusion.
The Roadmap for Social Inclusion 2020 – 2025 is the current strategy. The
Social Inclusion Forum is held annually to provides an opportunity for wider public
consultation and discussion on poverty and social inclusion issues and the
implementation of the strategy, in particular for people experiencing poverty and
social exclusion and the organisations/groups that work with them. The Forum
also provides an opportunity for engagement between officials from Government
Departments, community and voluntary organisations and people experiencing
poverty.

Date and Time Location Theme Register

Tuesday 25th
March 11am-

1pm

Online Travellers and
Roma; Older

People, Building
Inclusive

Communities

Here

Tuesday
1st April  11am-

1pm

Online Disabled
people, Families

and Children;
Building
Inclusive

Communities

Here

 Electoral Commission -
Education and Public
Engagement Strategy 

An Coimisiún Toghcháin, Ireland’s Independent Electoral Commission is a
statutory, independent body, established in 2023 with responsibility for a broad
range of electoral functions set out in the Electoral Reform Act 2022. An Coimisiún
is central to Ireland’s electoral system, carrying out a range of pre-existing
electoral functions as well as several new and exciting roles.

We are preparing an Education and Public Engagement Strategy to encourage
democratic participation in its ultimate expression, voting in a polling booth. One of
our most important and challenging functions and why we are contacting you
today.

Our goals are simple:

-        all those eligible to vote should be on the electoral register;

-        people should understand how to vote and how their vote works; and

-        everyone on the register should vote at all electoral events.

To help inform the strategy, we are undertaking a comprehensive public
consultation process. We see the public consultation process as a vital
component of the education and public engagement strategy. An Coimisiún
Toghcháin is casting the net wide to ensure that we can take on board truly
representative views of the public.

The consultation will finish on 24 March. If you would like to read more about
the public consultation, you can find it
at www. electoralcommission.ie/consultation or by scanning the QR code.

 European Anti-Poverty
Network Ireland: 'Urgent Action

needed as latest data shows
poverty increased in 2024'

Speaking following the release of the Survey on Income and Living Conditions
(SILC) 2024, Paul Ginnell, Director of the European Anti-Poverty Network
(EAPN) Ireland stated that, “We are shocked and deeply concerned about what
this lasted data on poverty shows us. Even with the cost-of-living measures in
place, poverty levels increased in 2024. Our concern now is what the new
Government will do to address this given that the cost of living is still
increasing. This must focus on permanent and not one-off measures.”
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