
Kerry PPN Community Newsletter Friday
10th January 2025

To all Kerry PPN members,

Please find contents of the Kerry PPN Community newsletter below.

It is important that the contact person who receives the newsletter shares it out to all of their members and
beyond.

Have a lovely weekend.
 
Kind regards, Mairead and Andrea.

Mairead
Kerry Public Participation Network Development Officer
Tel: 066-7183672

Andrea
Kerry Public Participation Support Worker
Tel: 066-7183686

ppn@kerrycoco.ie

Contents of the newsletter is as follows:

Community and Voluntary News

Exciting Kerry PPN Training Programme for 2025. Training programme commencing in February
REMINDER: Community Support Fund 2025
Funding from the Arts Council
Webinar information for the Adult Literacy for Life Collaboration and Innovation Fund
HUGG - Healing Unfold Grief Groups

mailto:ppn@kerrycoco.ie


Volunteer Ireland: Community Resilience Survey
Kerry Library Contact Numbers 
Safeguarding 1 Child Welfare & Protection Basic Awareness Online Workshop
Foróige Mentoring Kerry

Social Inclusion News

National Transport Authority / As I Am: Travel Support for Autistic people
Transport for Ireland is JAM Card friendly!
Killarney Women's Shed Happy New Year Work Out

Environmental News

Teagasc & NEWKD "Energy in Agriculture Workshop"
Kerry Biosphere Rainwater Planter Workshop
THE SQUARE TOMATOE - Lisa Fingleton

National News

Be Winter Ready Campaign Launch
Save the date, Wednesday, 28 May 2025, for The Wheel's National Summit for Charities, Community
Organisations, and Social Enterprises at Croke Park.

Community and Voluntary

Exciting Kerry PPN Training Programme
for 2025.      Training programme

commencing in February



Community Support Fund 2025



The Community Support Fund 2025 was launched on Friday 13th December, 2024.

The Council has now issued a call for funding for the Community Support Fund 2025 which is offering
supports to community-based projects and initiatives in Kerry.

Applications are welcomed from groups in County Kerry whose primary focus is the development or
promotion of the local community or the development of a project that will benefit a group in the community. 
Applications for funding must come within the definition of one of the following five categories of support:

-Connected, Inclusive & Resilient Communities

-Community Tidy Town Initiatives, Amenity Projects & Environmentally Sustainable Projects

-Community Economic Innovation

-Community Based Tourism, Festivals and Events

-Local Community Safety Initiatives

Details of the Community Support Fund 2025 are  available on Kerry County Council’s website
www.kerrycoco.ie and application forms are available for completion online, on the following link:
https://arcg.is/0Wz0bO

You may need to refresh your screen (by pressing F5) to see new information up on the website.

The closing date for receipt of completed applications is Monday 20th January, 2025.

Queries should be referred by email to the Municipal District community groups are applying to or by
contacting the Community, Arts & Culture Department on (066) 7183680.

Tralee MD:  csftralee@kerrycoco.ie

Killarney MD: csfkillarney@kerrycoco.ie

Listowel MD: csflistowel@kerrycoco.ie

Kenmare MD: csfkenmare@kerrycoco.ie

Castleisland-Corca Dhuibhne MD: csfcastlcorca@kerrycoco.ie

http://www.kerrycoco.ie/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Farcg.is%2F0Wz0bO&data=05%7C02%7Candrea.moriarty@kerrycoco.ie%7Ce2cf5bf3020a4f7290bf08dd210a6759%7C67db9ee02439466dbe39cff05773e5a5%7C0%7C0%7C638703051381589437%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UagehXk6YlSmScs27oCk0IYG%2FHb9j56lRMkE%2Bvp2lHk%3D&reserved=0
mailto:csftralee@kerrycoco.ie
mailto:csfkillarney@kerrycoco.ie
mailto:csflistowel@kerrycoco.ie
mailto:csfkenmare@kerrycoco.ie
mailto:csfcastlcorca@kerrycoco.ie


Webinar information for the Adult Literacy
for Life Collaboration and Innovation Fund

The Adult Literacy for Life National Programme Office will hold a webinar on the 2025 Collaboration and
Innovation Fund. 

The webinar will take place on Thursday 16 January 11am-12pm and will cover;

the purpose of the fund,

the 2025 guidelines, and 

the application process. 

 Please register for the webinar here.

You can find more information about the fund here: https://www.adultliteracyforlife.ie/fund/

https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/f9ec6dc6-0355-4d49-b150-4862f47d1afe@9e7dc08e-d9db-4adb-909b-b0b4ca6fa382
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/f9ec6dc6-0355-4d49-b150-4862f47d1afe@9e7dc08e-d9db-4adb-909b-b0b4ca6fa382
https://www.adultliteracyforlife.ie/fund/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.adultliteracyforlife.ie%2Ffund%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cppn@kerrycoco.ie%7C6484cbad8fba4b78310f08dd3083a532%7C67db9ee02439466dbe39cff05773e5a5%7C0%7C0%7C638720064194949761%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=x7vOkAkcJtdqxq5Bd5ev9jfL9jEuc%2Fy6f0EOqvR5vlo%3D&reserved=0


Siamsa Tire in Tralee has been allocated a significant €310,000 in funding from the Arts Council. It is part of
an overall fund of €68.5 million for 175 arts projects throughout the country in 2025.

The funding programme is for organisations that make a significant impact to arts infrastructure and have a
national or regional reach.

These organisations support a variety of art forms including music, literature, theatre, dance and film. Siamsa
Tire includes a 350 seat theatre, a spacious rehearsal studio, a dedicated music room and gallery spaces.

HUGG - Healing Unfold Grief Groups





Have you been bereaved by suicide?

HUGG support groups are a safe space to talk freely, listen, share, ask questions and connect with others who
have faced similar losses. 

Our support groups are FREE and led by trained volunteers with a lived experience of suicide loss.

Support groups are nationwide and held in person and online.

You are welcome to join a HUGG Suicide Bereavement Support Group Tuesdays at 7:30pm. Contact us to
learn more and find your nearest support group www.HUGG.ie 

http://www.hugg.ie/


Volunteer Ireland: Community Resilience
Survey

Community Resilience – We want to hear from you

Volunteer Ireland and our European partners are conducting research on Community Resilience as part of
the REAL Erasmus+ project. Your input is invaluable to us.

Your feedback will help us understand Community Resilience better and make meaningful improvements. It
will allow us to support community leaders, volunteer managers, and decision-makers in six European
countries by giving them the knowledge, skills, and tools they need to encourage sustainable growth, stronger
connections, and active participation, making communities more resilient.

Click here to start the survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/REAL

We greatly appreciate your time and insights. Thank you for helping us with this important research!

Our definition of Community Resilience is:

‘A community’s ability to cope with, adapt to, and recover from difficult situations, like natural disasters,
economic challenges, or social issues. A community is a group of people who share a common location,
interests or goals. Community resilience is about these people working together to solve problems, supporting
each other, and finding ways to keep moving forward even when times are tough. ‘ Find out more
at www.volunteer.ie/erasmus

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/REAL
http://%20www.volunteer.ie/erasmus
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.volunteer.ie%2Ferasmus&data=05%7C02%7Candrea.moriarty@kerrycoco.ie%7C63e87265d5234ddd2c2d08dd2e4a5dc2%7C67db9ee02439466dbe39cff05773e5a5%7C0%7C0%7C638717619126538609%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IybBIdfw6%2B2725biObEpV2JpLzt%2Fq1AHWNoZz92pT20%3D&reserved=0




Safeguarding 1 Child Welfare & Protection Basic Awareness Online Workshop

Description: All Coaches, Club Children’s Officers (CCO) and Designated Liaison Persons (DLP) must first
complete the 3-hour Child Welfare & Protection Basic Awareness Workshop. This workshop educates
participants on the implementation of best practice in safeguarding the welfare of children involved in sport.

Dates:  Thursday 23rd January

                 Tuesday 18th February

                  Wednesday 26th March

Location: Online Via Zoom

Times: 6:00-9:00pm

Cost: €20 plus booking fee per person

Booking Link: https://tr.ee/Mc1LmnsrzL

https://tr.ee/Mc1LmnsrzL


Foróige Mentoring Kerry  "Empowering youth enriching communities"

Volunteer as a mentor to a young person and share 90 minutes a week being a caring friend. Hang out, play
sports, listen to music, got for a hot chocolate, chat, you decide! This is an enjoyable way to spend time and
have a positive impact on the life of a young person in the local community.

Contact the Mentor Programme Officer:

Colette O'Connor 086-1678465

Damien Fitzpatrick 086-8133407

Find out everything you need to know about becoming a mentor 



Social Inclusion

National Transport Authority / As I Am:
Travel Support for Autistic people



The National Transport Authority (NTA) have worked closely with As I Am, Irelands Autism Charity, to prepare
and assist Autistic people, and help them build their confidence to use public transport. We have developed a
number of helpful resources, available on our Transport for Ireland website
here: https://www.transportforireland.ie/accessibility/as-i-am/

Resources on how to use public transport include:

-How to videos

-Activity Packs

-Information Cards, Visual Guides and more

Transport for Ireland is JAM Card friendly!

https://asiam.ie/
https://www.transportforireland.ie/accessibility/as-i-am/


Transport for Ireland Services are JAM Card® friendly! The Jam Card® assists customers using the public
transport system to make their experience as stress-free as possible. Passengers can simply show their JAM
Card® to staff to communicate that they may need more time and understanding when using public transport.
The initiative is fully supported by Bus Eireann, Go-Ahead Ireland, LUAS, Dublin Bus, Iarnród Éireann and
Local Link.

JAM Card allows people with an invisible disability to discreetly request ‘Just A Minute’ of patience when they
need it.

The JAM Card® was created by NOW Group, a social enterprise that supports people with learning difficulties
and autism into jobs with a future and their service users told them that they would like a way to relay to
people that they need a little extra time or patience.

Find out more about NOW Group at www.nowgroup.org and JAM Card®
At https://www.jamcard.org/

http://www.nowgroup.org/
https://www.jamcard.org/


You can visit our Transport for Ireland website which lists all the Transport Operators bus and rail stations
and depots that you can pick up a free JAM Card.
https://www.transportforireland.ie/accessibility/jam-card//

Killarney Women's Shed Happy New Year Work Out

Fun exercise to music with Ray Lally, the Happy Fitness Guy.

Tuesday 14th January 2025, 10:30am.

Killarney Women's Shed, Spa GAA Club, Tiernaboul V93 KN53

€3 on the Door to include tea/coffee & biscuits.

Environmental News

https://www.transportforireland.ie/accessibility/jam-card//


Calling Farmers

Teagasc & NEWKD "Energy in Agriculture Workshop" Wednesday 15th January 11am-2pm

Venue: The Rose Hotel, Tralee.

Speakers: Barry Caslin Teagasc Specialists Renewable Energy, Dinny GalvinWest Kerry Dairy Farmers
SEC Dinfle ESB Project

Topics:

-Reducing Energy Usage and Costs

-Renewable Energy & Opportunities on Farm

-Where to next-discussion.

ALL WELCOME/FÁILTE

Kerry Biosphere Rainwater Planter
Workshop



Following on from our webinar back in November, we are delighted to announce that we are hosting an in-
person workshop on Monday 20th January. The workshop will be hosted by expert Feidhlim Harty and will
focus on sustainable drainage systems with a focus on rainwater planters. The workshop will be held in the
Garden Room at Killarney House from 10am until 1pm. Admission is free, and booking can be made on the
Kerry Biosphere’s Eventbrite page.

THE SQUARE TOMATOE - Lisa Fingleton



Inspired by the work of Indian writer and global food activist Dr Vandana Shiva, artist Lisa Fingleton, explores
the interconnections between food, nature, health and climate change in The Square Tomato Exhibition.

Through her role as embedded artist with two large scale Creative Climate Action Projects, she supports
communities to explore how we can grow food, protect nature and be creative all at the same time? What is
the future we want to be?

The Square Tomato is a timely, humorous and thought provoking exhibition which features new works created
with Creative Climate Action Projects (Brilliant Ballybunion & A Creative  Imagining), Kerry Visual Artist in
Residence programme and time at Navdanya.

This exhibition is supported by Creative Ireland (Creative Climate Action Fund), Siamsa Tire, The Arts
Council and Kerry County Council Arts Office.

The Square Tomato Exhibition from 1st February to 22nd March 2025 at Siamsa Tire, Tralee

For more information please visit https://lisafingleton.com/project/the-square-tomato/

National

Be Winter Ready Campaign Launch

https://www.navdanya.org/
https://lisafingleton.com/project/the-creative-climate-wall/
https://brilliantballybunion.com/
https://lisafingleton.com/project/voices_from_the_field/
https://siamsatire.com/exhibitions/upcoming-exhibition/
https://siamsatire.com/exhibitions/upcoming-exhibition/
https://lisafingleton.com/project/the-square-tomato/


Be Winter Ready 

For more information please visit gov.ie - Be Winter Ready

Save the date, Wednesday, 28 May 2025,
for The Wheel's National Summit for

Charities, Community Organisations, and
Social Enterprises at Croke Park.

As we prepare for a new Government to take over the reins, we have a strategic opportunity to set a new
agenda that will put community first, support inclusion and cohesion, and prioritise social investment and
infrastructure. Join us for a day of lively discussion, agenda-setting, networking and celebration.

Expert Speakers & Timely Topics
A line-up of expert local and international; speakers will cover a spectrum of relevant issues. Gain insights,
perspectives, and strategies to amplify your organisation's impact. Member-Led Sessions
Our member-led sessions have become a highlight of our annual Summit, and in 2025 we will once again be
inviting our members to submit proposals to host sessions. Share your expertise and contribute to the
collective knowledge of our sector.

Connect, Collaborate, and Create Change
Our Summit is more than an event; it's a unique opportunity to connect with like-minded professionals,

https://www.gov.ie/en/campaigns/aa78b9-be-winter-ready/


volunteers, and supporters. Network with passion-driven individuals, exchange groundbreaking ideas, and
explore collaborations for new projects.

Open to All: Members and Non-Members
Whether you're a seasoned sector leader, a dedicated staff member, or a passionate volunteer, or a service
provider there will be something for everyone at Summit 2025. Join us, as we unite members and non-
members alike, all fuelled by a shared commitment to making a positive impact in our organisations and
communities.

Mark 28 May 2025 in your calendar and stay tuned for registration details! 

EXPO 2025
Be part of The Wheel Summit 2025 Expo. Showcase your services, connect with and amplify your reach
within the sector. Spaces are limited. Contact Maria O’Connell at mariaoconnell@wheel.ie to reserve your
spot.

‘One Size Fits All’ Phone and Electronic
Charger Directive now in place

From Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications

New European Commission legislation establishing a common USB-C charging port requirement for mobile
phones and other electronic equipment came into effect tomorrow Saturday, 28 December 2024.

This means that devices including handheld mobile phones, tablets, digital cameras, headphones, headsets,
handheld videogame consoles, portable speakers, e-readers, keyboards, mice and portable navigation
systems placed on the market must use the same charger – putting an end to the need for multiple, different
fittings.

The so called ‘Common Charger Directive’ (Directive 2022/2380) applies to all relevant devices (regardless of
brand) placed on the market from 28 December 2024, except for laptops. For laptops the rules will apply from
28 April 2026. This is to give manufacturers of laptops the time needed for redesign and transition to the
common charging solution.

The Common Charger Directive will allow consumers to charge devices with any USB-C charger. It will mean
that end-users do not have to buy a new charging device when they buy a new mobile phone or a similar item
of electronic equipment. The Directive will also ensure that charging speeds are the same when using
compatible chargers. When buying a device, consumers will also get the necessary information on charging
performance characteristics, and the charging device that can be used with the device.

The Directive will also promote Ireland’s move towards a circular economy, by reducing the environmental
footprint associated with the production and disposal of chargers.

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/af996-one-size-fits-all-phone-and-electronic-charger-directive-to-
come-into-place/

mailto:mariaoconnell@wheel.ie
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/af996-one-size-fits-all-phone-and-electronic-charger-directive-to-come-into-place/



