
Kerry PPN Community Newsletter Friday
13th December 2024

To all Kerry PPN members,
 
Please find contents of the Kerry PPN Community newsletter below.

It is important that the contact person who receives the newsletter shares it out to all of their members and
beyond.

Have a lovely weekend.

Kind regards, Caroline and Andrea.

Caroline
Kerry Public Participation Network Development Officer
Tel: 066-7183672/087 6891105

Andrea
Kerry Public Participation Support Worker
Tel: 066-7183686

ppn@kerrycoco.ie

Contents of the newsletter is as follows:

Community and Voluntary News

Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme
Calling Creative Practitioners and Researchers, Iveragh Beckons
NEW MSc. in Applied Community-Led Development for Well-being, starting in September 2025
Photography Exhibition
Santa's Magical Fantasy Parade in Tralee

mailto:ppn@kerrycoco.ie


Road Closures for Santa's Magical Fantasy Parade
Celebrate Cultures - A Festive Christmas Concert
Recovery Haven Client Christmas Get Together
Vocaleze Choir invites you to a Christmas Carol Celebration
Kerry Writers Museum , Christmas Afternoon Tea
Castleisland Community First Responders Public Announcement

Social Inclusion News

Public encouraged to take part in the innocent big knit in aid of Age Action
New Members Welcome at Listowel's Men's Shed

Environmental News

Generation Green Community Fund
New survey findings show large majority of young people in Ireland are anxious about climate change
Registrations for Young Environmentalist Awards 24/25 are OPEN.
Nature Bay Walk – Sunday, 26th January 2025 at 11am
TidyTowns Newsletter 2024

Community and Voluntary

Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme
The 2024/25 Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme (ORIS), funded by the Department of Rural and
Community Development (DRCD) is now open to local authorities, state bodies and local development
companies to complete and submit applications.

Should your group wish to propose a project for Measure 1 or Measure 2,  please complete the
Expression of Interest Form attached and return by email to tourismoffice@kerrycoco.ie before 5pm,
Tuesday 31st of December 2024.

Measure 1:                       Small Scale Repair/Development/Promotion and                                                     
Marketing

Grant Amount:                Up to €40,000

Eligible Activities:           Small scale projects that are in line with the objectives and focus of the Scheme.
This includes, but is not limited to, the upkeep, repair and development of trails, walkways, mountain access
routes, cycleways, blueways, recreational facilities at bogs, rivers, lakes and beaches, natural play areas that
form part of a larger outdoor recreation project and the promotion and marketing of such infrastructure.
Projects should, where possible, indicate how they are inclusive of people with disabilities and older adults.

Measure 2:                       Medium Scale Repair/Upgrade and New Trail/Amenity                                           
Development

mailto:tourismoffice@kerrycoco.ie
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Grant Amount:                Up to €200,000

Eligible Activities:          Medium scale projects that are in line with the objectives and focus of the Scheme.
This includes, but is not limited to, the development of new recreational infrastructure, extensions/upgrades to
already established trails, walkways, mountain access routes, cycleways, blueways, water or cycle trails or
other recreational facilities at bogs, rivers, lakes or beaches. Projects can also include works for the repair,
maintenance or promotion of such infrastructure.

Please see an overview of the scheme below for your information as well as the Expression of Interest form
attached.

Should you have any questions please contact KCC Tourism office on 066 7183591 or via email
tourismoffice@kerrycoco.ie

 gov.ie - Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme 

Calling Creative Practitioners and Researchers, Iveragh Beckons.

Comhchoiste UR wishes to engage a community-based Researcher & an Embedded Artist to support the
development of a creative vision for Iveragh as a #CreativePlace. Apps also invited for PT Arts
Admin/Facilitator. Details email creativeplacesur@gmail.com . Cl. date 06/08/21.

http://www.artscouncil.ie/News/Arts-Council-invests–3m-in-its-Creative-Places-Programme/

mailto:tourismoffice@kerrycoco.ie
https://www.gov.ie/en/service/d14e1-outdoor-recreation-infrastructure-scheme/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.ie%2Fen%2Fservice%2Fd14e1-outdoor-recreation-infrastructure-scheme%2F&data=05%7C02%7Candrea.moriarty@kerrycoco.ie%7Cd6bb90a417fd44743fd708dd19f795e6%7C67db9ee02439466dbe39cff05773e5a5%7C0%7C0%7C638695273360629169%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=shJX9s3uw0uOQii1%2FvU3kJdrOBRXcUqmv7tNQqzP5K4%3D&reserved=0
mailto:%20creativeplacesur@gmail.com
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The Health and Leisure Department at MTU is excited to inform you about our new MSc. in Applied
Community-Led Development for Well-being, starting in September 2025.

The programme has been developed in consultation with various community development providers across
the voluntary and public sectors. In response to this consultation, the programme has the following design
features

You will leverage real-life WORK-BASED challenges to address the modules' assessment requirements and
share learning across organisations to build capacity and enhance community well-being.

Using RESEARCH-BASED learning methods, you will explore and address relevant and interesting
challenges to develop innovative and sustainable approaches to enhance community well-being.

For further information please go to https://www.mtu.ie/courses/tlshcwbm/  

https://www.mtu.ie/courses/tlshcwbm/


Photography Exhibition

All proceeds going to Tralee Soup Kitchen

Official Launch December 10th @ 6:30pm, Tralee Library, until December 16th

Photographers - Danny Burke, Siobhan Enfield, Sadbh O'Connell, Trish O,Mahoney, Dominic Peters, Keira
Smith and Marie Twomey.

Santa's Magical Fantasy Parade, Tralee

-Saturday 14th December @7pm

- Sunday 15th Dec @3pm



Road Closures for Santa's Magical Fantasy Parade

Saturday 14th December 

Full Closure (6pm-8pm) R875 Bridge Street, The Mall.

Rolling Closures (7pm-8pm) R556 Upper Rock Street, R556 Lower Rock Street, R551 Russell Street L2071
Denny Street

Sunday 15th December 2024

Rolling Closures (3pm-4pm) R556 Upper Rock Street, R874 North Circular Road, L2070 Ashe Street, L2071
Lower Castle Street, The Mall, R875 Bridge Street, R551 Bridge Street



Celebrate Cultures - A Festive Christmas Concert

15th December, Ballybunion Community Centre.

Everyone Welcome



Recovery Haven Client Christmas Get Together

Tuesday December 17th, 11am-12:30

5 Haig's Terrace, Tralee V92TN35



Vocaleze Choir invites you to a Christmas Carol Celebration

All Welcome

Tuesday, Decemebr 17th

7:30pm - 9pm

Churchill Church, V92 AK60

Donations in aid of Recovery Haven, Kerry Cancer Support House



Kerry Writers Museum , Christmas Afternoon Tea
 
Wednesday December 18th at 2pm
 
Includes:
-Mulled Wine
-Selection of seasonal sandwiches
-Assortments of mini cakes and desserts
-Tea, Coffee or Hot Chocolate
- Live Entertainment
 
€25 Per Person
 
Booking now being taken contact 068 22212/
Email: kerrywritersmuseum@gmail.com

Castleisland Community First Responders
Public Announcement

mailto:kerrywritersmuseum@gmail.com


The Defibrillator outside JK's has now been serviced and fitted with a new battery and is now back in its case
and accessible to the public.

The Defibrillator outside Jackie Reidy's has been replaced with a brand new Defibrillator and is now
accessible to the public also.

Social Inclusion News

Public encouraged to take part in the
innocent big knit in aid of Age Action



The innocent big knit is back for its 14th year

The Irish public is being encouraged to take part in the innocent big knit. Pick up your knitting needles and
make some tiny hats for bottles of innocent smoothies to support Age Action.

The Big Knit will see lots of little woolly wonders, sent in by thousands of people across Ireland, go on bottles
in November 2025.

For every behatted bottle sold, 30 cent will go to Age Action. The funds will help improve the lives of older
people across Ireland.

innocent is looking for novice knitters or crochet connoisseurs to get involved and send in their colourful
woolly masterpieces.

All you need to do is knit a little hat and send it to Fruit Spire by 1st April 2025.

For patterns or more information visit thebigknit.ie 

How the innocent big knit helps Age Action

The innocent big knit puts these little hats on bottles to raise money for Age Action.

Age Action is Ireland’s leading advocacy organisation for older people and ageing.

Age Action leads the way in informing and influencing policy as well as providing practical programmes to
support older people and empower them to live independently.

The charity offers care and repair services, carrying out minor repairs for older people free of charge.

Age Action also offers information services around issues facing older people.

The team also helps with computer training to combat digital exclusion. Over the last 13 years, innocent has
supported their work and raised €275,000 for them so far.

To join innocent’s big knit, visit thebigknit.ie to:

Grab some yarn, and explore patterns for inspiration

Learn more about the campaign

https://www.ageaction.ie/how-you-can-help/fundraise/events/big-knit

https://www.innocentdrinks.ie/big-knit/knitting-patterns

https://www.ageaction.ie/how-you-can-help/fundraise/events/big-knit
https://www.innocentdrinks.ie/big-knit/knitting-patterns


Environmental News

Generation Green Community Fund
Applications are now open for our €5m /£4.3m Generation Green Community Fund

The SSE Airtricity Generation Green Community Fund has been established to support communities
across the island of Ireland in their journey towards sustainability. The fund is designed to empower
local communities to take an active role in the Green Transition—a collective shift toward greener,
more sustainable living.

The Generation Green Community Fund is open to a wide range of groups – whether projects are part
of a grassroots organisation working on environmental awareness, a school looking to integrate



sustainability into the curriculum, or a social enterprise creating green solutions, this fund is here to
support their vision.

Getting to net zero is in everyone’s interest and local communities will be at the heart of the energy
transition

Full details can be found her, https://www.sseairtricity.com/communityfund

New survey findings show large majority of young people in Ireland are anxious about climate change

New data from the 2024 Youth Climate Justice Survey announced by ECO-UNESCO at Earth Gala event

Almost three out of four young people aged 14-29 in Ireland (73 per cent) are anxious when thinking about
climate change, while one out of three are feeling hopeful regarding climate action. That’s according to newly
released interim findings from the 2024 Youth Climate Justice Survey*, a joint initiative between ECO-
UNESCO and SpunOut.ie, which highlights how young people in Ireland feel about climate justice issues.

The new data was announced by ECO-UNESCO ─ Ireland’s leading environmental education youth
organisation ─ together with five other prominent national youth organisations – Feachtas, Irish Girl Guides,
the No Name Club, Poppintree Youth Project and Young Irish Filmmakers ─ at ECO-UNESCO’s
annual Earth Gala climate justice event held on 7th December at the Irish Museum of Modern Art.

The climate justice event was attended by special guest the Deputy Lord Mayor of Dublin Donna Cooney,
while Stefania Giannini, assistant director-general for education at UNESCO, welcomed participants to the
day with a video message highlighting the importance of youth participation.

A new Youth Climate Justice Manifesto drawn up at the Earth Gala brought together young people, scholars,
policymakers, charity leaders and advocates from across the country to collaborate on solutions for a more
sustainable and equitable future.

The day celebrated young people’ action projects as ECO-UNESCO Youth Climate Advocates, and
participants worked closely with noted illustrator and artist Maeve Clancy to develop a climate justice
communications campaign with interactive comics. Partner organisations presented local climate action
projects that they developed over the past months, which included a climate justice mural in Dublin’s
Ballymun.

A youth panel discussion on the topic of ‘Voices for Change: How Can Young People be Advocacy
Champions?’ was led by the UN Youth Delegate for Ireland and representatives from the Youth Advisory
Panel at the Ombudsman for Children’s Office.

Commenting, national director, ECO-UNESCO, Elaine Nevin said: “We were thrilled to welcome over 70
young people from around Ireland to our annual Earth Gala, which is a fantastic opportunity for our Youth
Climate Advocates to come together, to share their local action projects and to celebrate their achievements.
This year, young people had the opportunity to speak with key experts and policy makers, and to develop a
manifesto around climate and environmental issues.

“Our interim Youth Climate Justice Survey results for 2024 show that young people are feeling very anxious
about climate change, but that one in three are also hopeful. This is important as young people can feel

https://www.sseairtricity.com/communityfund
https://ecounesco.ie/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fecounesco.ie%2F&data=05%7C02%7Candrea.moriarty@kerrycoco.ie%7Ccbb26354f5af46708f5a08dd19eab1fe%7C67db9ee02439466dbe39cff05773e5a5%7C0%7C0%7C638695217997169866%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=f5FVrCkj41a%2Bx67Ijdxt3nS%2B6MBp3N6iJuaNQOzKYQw%3D&reserved=0


overwhelmed considering the climate and biodiversity loss, but it is important that organisations like ECO-
UNESCO can provide a positive outlet and a channel through which young people can take action.”

The Youth Climate Justice Survey collects the views of more than 1,000 young people in Ireland aged 14-
29 every year. The 2024 survey is running until 31st December and can be accessed here. The survey is also
available in Irish and can be accessed here.

ECO-UNESCO’s Earth Gala

The Earth Gala climate justice event is an in-person event which is part of the Youth Climate Advocate
Programme at ECO-UNESCO, funded by the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and
Youth, through the Youth Climate Justice Fund. It is an annual celebration of youth-led climate action that
fosters meaningful conversations on climate justice and advocacy.

Earth Gala showcased innovative projects addressing the climate crisis led by young people from ECO-
UNESCO and partner bodies, including fellow national youth organisations Feachtas, Irish Girl Guides, the
No Name Club, Poppintree Youth Project and Young Irish Filmmakers.

For more information about ECO-UNESCO, see www.ecounesco.ie.

https://www.activelink.ie/community-exchange/news/112599-new-survey-findings-show-large-majority-
of-young-people-in-ireland-are-anxious-about-climate-change

Registrations for Young Environmentalist
Awards 24/25 are OPEN.

For full details, log onto ,

https://ecounesco.ie/young-environmentalist-awards/register/

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3PT8X6W?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1J2zTbSNop7GX19LIk1MJMn7c--DfKdw_7XtQXSm4JV2TjiB8q2lAjYNA_aem_CKPbOvlklysbqEZ9tOfJCQ
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/RPQKSRM
http://www.ecounesco.ie/
https://www.activelink.ie/community-exchange/news/112599-new-survey-findings-show-large-majority-of-young-people-in-ireland-are-anxious-about-climate-change
https://ecounesco.ie/young-environmentalist-awards/register/


Celebrating World Wetlands Day 2025 with Alan Balfe, Senior Ecologist and the Team here at Tralee Bay
Wetlands Ecology Park and the Lakeside Café with a series of Guided Walks of our Wonderful Wetlands.
Walking our way to discovering the natural wonders around us so you will feel healthy in mind, body and soul.
Let’s value, protect and inspire.

Join us on the below dates;

Nature Bay Walk – Sunday, 26th January 2025 at 11am

These events are suitable for both Adults & Children.

€5 for Adults and Children Go Free.

Pre booking is advised for all events.



These walks are part funded by Kerry County Council.

Everyone is welcome. Tá fáilte roimh gach duine.

Book Online here

Please find below the 3rd issue of the TidyTowns Newsletter 2024.

https://www.tidytowns.ie/about-us/newsletters/

https://shop.beyonk.com/1c9pq8y3/experiences?group=s2hv
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