
Kerry PPN Community Newsletter Friday
8th November 2024

To all Kerry PPN members,

Please find contents of the Kerry PPN Community newsletter below.

It is important that the contact person who receives the newsletter shares it out to all of their members and
beyond.

Have a lovely weekend.

Kind regards, Caroline and Andrea.

Caroline

Kerry Public Participation Network Development Officer
Tel: 066-7183672/087 6891105

Andrea

Kerry Public Participation Support Worker
Tel: 066-7183686

ppn@kerrycoco.ie

Contents of the Newsletter is as follows:

Community and Voluntary News

"Empowering Communities with the Tools for Success!"
Clann Credo - Social Finance Clinic in Killarney
Stakeholder Engagement Invitation: Ireland's Deposit Return Scheme and Reverse Vending Machines
Sports First Aid Course (Ballybunion)
Lets Talk Menopause

mailto:ppn@kerrycoco.ie


Anam Cara's Kerry Parent Support Evening 
Tralee Bay Wetlands - Transform your home with Custom Made Willow Wreaths
Christmas Craft Fairs and Markets 

Social Inclusion News

Healing Unfold Grief Groups

Environmental News

Local Authority's Waters Programme 
Tralee Bay Wetlands Launches Exciting Educational Sessions for Science Week 2024
Nature Based Solution for water - Webinar with Féidhlim Harty 

National News

Ministers Humphreys and Joe O’Brien announce new €7 million “Department of Rural and Community
Development Local Enhancement Programme 2025
Increased Funding for 400 Community Organisations Announced

Community and Voluntary News



Kerry PPN is thrilled to announce its latest series of hands-on workshops designed to boost community group
efficiency and impact! Join us this November and December for two dynamic training opportunities that will
equip local groups with essential skills in document management and project planning.

The first workshop,“How to Manage and Maintain Community Documents,”
will dive into best practices for governance, funding compliance, and secure document handling. This 3-hour
session will take place on 14th November (in-person) and again on 19th November (via Zoom).

The second series,“Project Planning for Community Groups,” is a two-part training to help groups tackle
everything from needs analysis to budgeting and project evaluation. Scheduled for 26th November and 3rd
December this workshop will ensure community-driven initiatives have the road map they need to succeed!



Don’t miss this opportunity to unlock the potential of your group with expert-led guidance by Tom O’Leary .

For more details or to book your spot, follow the link
https://forms.gle/CyKH343RYxV28NPo9

Are you currently -

Seeking finance to assist with your latest project?

In the planning stages of a new project?

Assessing your finances or capacity for future development?

Interested in hearing more about how social finance works and how it could help your organisation?

If so, then this event is designed for you!
 
Following on from the success of our National Conference we are rolling out a series of Social Finance
Clinics across Munster.

So come meet us at our Kerry Clinic on Tuesday 12th November from 12pm-3pm, at the clubhouse of our
customer, Spa GAA - Killarney (address below).

Book your place by contacting us - or just drop in on the day.

Contact either:
Sarah Leahy - sarah@clanncredo.ie / 086 042 9323
Tony Marshall - tony@clanncredo.ie / 086 042 9403
Sinead Coffey - sinead@clanncredo.ie / 083 021 9334

Event location:
Spa GAA Club, Tullig, Killarney, Co. Kerry

What does Clann Credo offer?

https://forms.gle/CyKH343RYxV28NPo9
mailto:sarah@clanncredo.ie?subject=Kerry%20Clinic
mailto:tony@clanncredo.ie?subject=Kerry%20Clinic
mailto:sinead@clanncredo.ie?subject=Kerry%20Clinic
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclanncredo.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D7cd1fea823cba021f6b01202e%26id%3Dc179d5c165%26e%3D4aa7783dc3&data=05%7C02%7Cppn@kerrycoco.ie%7C2f453e623efb4d57819708dcff44e936%7C67db9ee02439466dbe39cff05773e5a5%7C0%7C0%7C638665918684086606%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EW%2FdWyftRJE%2BYgEliXP%2FkNpTNOBIpbFlo2SoQ%2FFIcgI%3D&reserved=0


Clann Credo is a Not-for-Profit with our mission being to support Community Development through affordable
access to Loan Finance.

Clann Credo understands community groups, local clubs and social enterprises. We understand how grants
work and where to find them, we know lots of fundraising approaches and groups that have used
them successfully. 

We know that volunteers like you have big ambitions but not a lot of time on your hands, so we make our
social finance as easy to access as possible - your local Social Finance representative will guide you through
it.

Clann Credo has supported many, many types of projects; community centres, sports facilities, environmental
sustainability projects, childcare facilities, social housing, youth projects, community owned tourism
attractions, arts centres, and many more – check out some case studies HERE.

We have experienced and regionally-based staff – they know your area. 

We provide ongoing supports - our expert team will walk on the journey with you through the whole process,
from first vision to final payment.

No personal guarantees required.

No penalty for early repayment.

Affordable interest and repayment rates.

Contact us to discuss your organisation's development plans.
Tony Marshall - tony@clanncredo.ie / 086 042 9403
Sarah Leahy - sarah@clanncredo.ie / 086 042 9323
Sinead Coffey - sinead@clanncredo.ie / 083 021 9334

Stakeholder Engagement Invitation:
Ireland's Deposit Return Scheme and

Reverse Vending Machines
O’Herlihy Access Consultancy have been appointed by Re-turn the approved body tasked with the
administration of the Deposit Return Scheme to undertake an extensive consultation process. The
consultations are being facilitated to identify any challenges to users as they interact with the service and the
use of the reverse vending machines.

The Deposit Return Scheme is a national project which enables consumers to return used plastic bottles and
aluminium cans to retailers or other return points in order to redeem the deposit paid on these containers. The
Scheme went live on 1st February 2024 with the aim of reducing litter in our environment and increasing
Ireland’s recycling rates in compliance with European Union Law.  

We have a number of stakeholder engagement opportunities including:

- Surveys

- Survey Link

- Easy to Read Survey Link

- Focus Groups (Both online and in-person registration form)

https://www.clanncredo.ie/community-loans-success-stories/sports-culture#bottom
mailto:tony@clanncredo.ie?subject=Kerry%20Clinic
mailto:sarah@clanncredo.ie?subject=Kerry%20Clinic
mailto:sinead@clanncredo.ie?subject=Kerry%20Clinic
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=_gXjMZAfTk27K1QGC5KL2p7-EowPaE5Bk261yyvYrdZUN0RQUDNTTVBNTDk1UzY3S1hYQkhZVlNJSS4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=_gXjMZAfTk27K1QGC5KL2p7-EowPaE5Bk261yyvYrdZUN1NUUE1QWFlBM1JGSEI4RVVYQjZDTUs5Ny4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=_gXjMZAfTk27K1QGC5KL2p7-EowPaE5Bk261yyvYrdZUNllRMkRSWThKWVNCUjFHN0g4Q1pKUUREUC4u&route=shorturl


Sports First Aid Course (Ballybunion)

Description: This Basic Sports First Aid course is aimed at anyone involved with any sports team, whether
you are a coach, player, teacher, volunteer or parent.This course will give particular attention to applying
information to sport specific scenarios and will incorporate real life situations in a club setting context.

Date: Saturday 30th November 2024
Location: Ballybunion Community Centre
Times: 10:00-4:00pm
Cost: €50 plus booking fee per person
Booking Link: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1048803899697?aff=oddtdtcreator

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1048803899697?aff=oddtdtcreator






Transform your home with Custom Made
Willow Wreaths

The most wonderful time of the year is quickly approaching, and we’re here to make your holiday season
even more special! Have you ever wanted a unique, handcrafted Christmas wreath to adorn your home or
business? Something that not only reflects the beauty of the festive season but also supports a meaningful
cause? 

The Team at Tralee Bay Wetlands are excited to offer made-to-order Christmas wreaths, lovingly crafted just
for you! 

Each wreath is carefully designed with fresh, natural materials gathered sustainably from our local wetlands,
ensuring every piece is not only beautiful but also eco-friendly. Whether you prefer a traditional look with holly,
pine, and festive berries, or something more modern and bespoke, we are here to create a wreath that
perfectly fits your style and home décor.

Why choose our Christmas wreaths?

 Handcrafted Quality: Our team puts care and creativity into every wreath, guaranteeing a one-of-a-kind
decoration that stands out.

 Eco-Conscious: We use responsibly sourced materials from the wetlands, ensuring your wreath is as
sustainable as it is stunning.

 Made with Love: Each wreath is crafted with attention to detail by our dedicated Wetlands team, who are
passionate about bringing the beauty of nature into your home.

 Perfect for Gifting: Looking for a heartfelt gift for colleagues, friends or family? Our wreaths make a
thoughtful and personal present for loved ones who appreciate handcrafted décor.

With limited availability, now is the perfect time to place your order and secure a beautiful custom wreath to
make your home truly festive this holiday season!

Question: Can you add a Reserve Your Wreath Now button with the following link?
 https://shop.beyonk.com/1c9pq8y3/experiences/gls85axl

https://shop.beyonk.com/1c9pq8y3/experiences/gls85axl




Social Inclusion News





Environmental News



Local Authority's Waters Programme
LAWPRO is looking for groups and communities that want to take practical actions on water quality in their
area

Colum Walsh the Community water officer for Kerry is available to talk to groups who want to discuss their
ideas for a project further in person, online and out of hours if required.





Tralee Bay Wetlands Launches Exciting
Educational Sessions for Science Week



2024

Explore the Wonders of Climate Change and Biodiversity with Hands-On Experiences

Tralee Bay Wetlands Ecology & Activity Park is thrilled to announce the launch of its "Beginners Guide to
Climate Change and Biodiversity" sessions as part of Science Week 2024, starting on Tuesday, 12th
November and Wednesday, 13th November 2024, in collaboration with MTU (Munter Technological
University). Nestled in the heart of Tralee, this vibrant park offers a unique opportunity for visitors to immerse
themselves in the natural world, gaining insights into the pressing issues of climate change and biodiversity
loss.

Our 2 hour sessions, both days at 9:30am, 12pm & 2pm, are designed to inspire and educate tourists,
families, nature enthusiasts, and educational groups alike.



"At Tralee Bay Wetlands, we believe in the power of education to spark change," says Senior Ecologist, Alan
Balfe." These sessions are not just about learning; they're about empowering our community to make a
difference in the world. By understanding the impact of climate change and biodiversity loss, we can all take
small steps that lead to significant positive outcomes."

Benefits of Attending the Sessions:

Gain in-depth knowledge of how climate change affects our daily lives and practical steps to mitigate its
impact.

Discover the crucial role wetlands play in providing natural climate solutions.

Learn about the importance of biodiversity and how its loss impacts us all.

Participate in demonstrations of best practices, such as native hedge planting.

Explore the unique ways woodlands help regulate local climates.

The sessions are set to be an engaging mix of informative talks and hands-on activities, running throughout
Science Week 2024. Tickets can be booked in advance online. We advised everyone to wear suitable
outdoor clothing, rain gear and bring wellies our boots which are necessary.

Book Now here  https://shop.beyonk.com/1c9pq8y3/experiences/o4yiso5l

The Kerry Biosphere is delighted to host author and director of FH Wetland Systems Ltd. Féidhlim Harty for a
webinar on Nature Based Solutions (NBS) for water.

https://shop.beyonk.com/1c9pq8y3/experiences/o4yiso5l


FH Wetland Systems specialise in designing reed beds for sewage treatment and other eco-friendly methods
for the treatment of sewage. Our webinar will run for one hour on the morning of Thursday 21st November and
is sure to be packed with useful information and tips for NBS for water.

We are thrilled to announce that we will also be hosting in-person workshops with Féidhlim later in the year
and in early 2025 in support of our Rainwater Planter Initiative. The Rainwater Planter Initiative will be rolled
out over two years and will comprise the design and installation of five rainwater planters in the Biosphere.
Three planters are already under construction and will be installed before the close of the year, whilst the
remaining two planters will be installed in early 2025.

Our initiative aims to highlight NBS for stormwater management and to focus on the pressures, and
subsequent adverse impacts on natural watercourses that may arise from stormwater systems.

Join us for our webinar by registering on Zoom at:

https://skdp-net.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_qpnoPllPQkKKl1sqRsU-KA

Please visit our website www.kerrybiosphere.ie for more information or email Brendan at
kerrybiosphere@skdp.net with any queries.

National News

https://skdp-net.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_qpnoPllPQkKKl1sqRsU-KA
http://www.kerrybiosphere.ie/
mailto:kerrybiosphere@skdp.net


Ministers Humphreys and Joe O’Brien
announce new €7 million “Department of
Rural and Community Development Local

Enhancement Programme 2025
€7 million fund to assist thousands of community groups across the country, including Men’s Sheds
and Women’s Sheds

€1 million available to aid with energy and running costs

Local Enhancement Programme to focus on disadvantaged areas

Supporting community groups a key focus of ‘Our Rural Future’

Minister for Rural and Community Development, Heather Humphreys TD, and Minister of State with
responsibility for Community Development and Charities, Joe O’Brien TD, announced €7 million in funding
under the “Department of Rural and Community Development Local Enhancement Programme 2025”.

This funding will consist of €6 million in capital supports essential for the many small community groups and
organisations, particularly those who serve disadvantaged communities in rural and urban areas.

There will be a particular focus on small capital works/improvements, and the purchase of equipment for
community use. The funding may be used, but is not limited to; improved access for persons with a disability;
enhancing community participation for disadvantaged and marginalised groups, and improving energy
efficiency of community facilities to reduce ongoing costs.

A further €1 million in current funding is available for Community Groups, including Men’s Sheds and
Women’s Sheds, to assist with their energy and running costs, to help them continue their important work
within the community.

The scheme is designed to ensure local priorities are identified and met, so as to improve and enhance
community facilities for all. All funding will be available to a diverse range of community groups including but
not limited to Men’s and Women’s sheds/groups, community centres, parish halls and local voluntary groups.

Announcing the funding, Minister Humphreys said:

“I am delighted to once again be in a position to provide this funding for communities around the country”

“Although small in nature, these grants provide a lifeline to many small but vital community groups. I have
been privileged to visit many of these groups over the last number of years and have seen first-hand the
fantastic work they do and how important these grants are for them and the communities they serve."

“Supporting local communities to shape their future is a key focus of the Government’s rural development
policy, Our Rural Future. The funding I am announcing today will benefit every single county and ensure that
important small scale, ground-up projects can be delivered by local communities for local communities.”

“I would encourage all interested groups to get in touch with their Local Community Development Committee
(LCDC) that administers the fund in their area.”

Minister Humphreys added:

“I am also delighted to announce that I have reserved €1 million of this fund to support Community Groups,
including Men’s Sheds and Women’s Sheds, with their energy and running costs.”



“This is in recognition of the increased costs associated with running small community facilities and
organisations.

“So today, my message to any community/voluntary group out there is think how you could use this funding to
enhance and support your group and contact your local LCDC for further details.”

Also announcing the funding today, Minister O’Brien said:

“Once again, this Local Enhancement Programme funding will provide practical support to community groups
at a grassroots level to help them to ensure that they can improve and enhance their facilities and equipment
which they need to support their communities”.

" Thousands of community organisations, including clubs, youth centres and parish halls, will benefit from this
funding ensuring they can continue to provide their valuable services to the people in their areas.”

“I am particularly happy to have reserved funding for community groups to help towards their energy and
running costs. It is important for these groups to be able to keep their facilities and groups open and available
to their communities.  Providing a safe space for attendees to visit and meet peers, chat and work though
issues while also helping their community as a whole.”

Increased Funding for 400 Community
Organisations Announced

Minister for Community Development, Integration and Charities, Joe O’Brien, has announced an increase in
funding for the vast majority of Community Services Programme (CSP) supported organisations.

The CSP aims to provide employment opportunities and local services to disadvantaged communities.

The revised funding rates to be applied from 1st January 2025 will see:

an increase of €1,850 in the annual contribution per full-time equivalent post to organisations categorised as
having a high funding need; and

a €1,755 increase in the annual contribution per full-time equivalent post for CSP organisations categorised
as having a medium funding need.

No change is proposed for the small number of organisations in the low funding category, these are
organisations identified as having the strongest earning potential and operating in less disadvantaged areas.

These increases will assist organisations to meet higher labour costs from 2025 onwards.

Community Services Programme

The Community Services Programme (CSP) currently supports 450 community-based services via 430
organisations, to provide local social, economic and environmental services through a social enterprise
model.

CSP provides an annual co-funding contribution towards each full-time equivalent (FTE) position being
supported, and, where warranted, towards the cost of employing a manager. As of October 2024, there are
350 managers and 1,721 FTEs currently being supported under the programme.

For more information please see here https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/ea3a6-minister-joe-obrien-
announces-increased-funding-for-400-community-organisations/

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/ea3a6-minister-joe-obrien-announces-increased-funding-for-400-community-organisations/

