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Tree and Hedgerow Policy



ChrainnChiarraí.



ñChrainn Chiarraíò. Was set up in March 2021 by a group of concerned people in 

response to amongst other things the sudden felling of a large number of 30-40yr 

old Popular trees along Dan Spring Road. We now number 24 members and 

growing.

Our mission statement

Å To foster a knowledge and care of all our trees in County Kerry, including our 

precious mature trees and hedgerows as part of our history, heritage, biodiversity 

and connection with our local communities. 

Å To engage with Kerry County Council, local and national governmental 

organisations and local voluntary and community groups to protect existing 

mature trees and hedgerows and tree planting initiatives. 



We have made several submissions to the council so far, 

as a group and also as individuals, including submissions 

to 

Å Kerry County Council Climate Action Plan 2024-29

Å Kerry County Council County Development Plan 2022-2028.

Å A Tree Protection Order Application in 2022.

Å We are currently working on a County Level Tree Strategy 

and are asking that Chrainn Chiarraí be included as 

stakeholders.



is of best benefit in terms of ecology and biodiversity value, when integrated 

and linked into an overall green infrastructure system/ network

ω Existing Green Infrastructure (including green corridors) and ecosystems 

services should be identified..

And should guide the design of an appropriate site layout. These may comprise 
linear open spaces along paths, water courses, planting or other natural 
features, and provide opportunities for.. biodiversity and wildlife migration. 

What KCC have undertaken to doé.

In the Kerry County Council Development Plan 22-28

1.3.2 Ecosystem Services Approach and Green Infrastructure



1.3.2 Ecosystem Services Approach and Green Infrastructure

The Planning Authority will encourage the protection and integration within an overall site 
green infrastructure network, of existing mature trees, watercourses and hedgerowswhich 
occur on proposed development sites, and where feasible, along roads. Where possible, all 

trees, hedgerow and landscape features to be retained shall be identified and retained 
ƛƴ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΧΧ

They recognise
ecosystem services that are ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǿŜƭƭ-being and livelihoods. A good quality 
environment can also help to improve resilience to climate change, as trees and other green 
infrastructure provide important ecosystem services that can act as carbon storage or sinks, 
ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ŦƭƻƻŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǳǊōŀƴ ΨƘŜŀǘ ƛǎƭŀƴŘΩ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎ

They undertake to
The careful management, maintenance and enhancement of ecosystem services are therefore 
an integral part of sustainable development

What KCC have undertaken to doé.

In the Kerry County Council Development Plan 22-28



1.3.6 Fine Sediment Control

It is accepted that in certain instances soil and or vegetation characteristics may 

facilitate natural interception of sediments from overland surface water run-off. In 

other cases, there may be sufficient capacity in naturally occurring landscape features 

or in the urban drainage infrastructure to cater for the sediment and run-off likely to 

arise.

1.5.4.4 Public Open Space.

.. using trees for urban cooling and the reduction of wind tunnel effect.

What KCC have undertaken to doé.

In the Kerry County Council Development Plan 22-28

The council recognises the importance of trees in helping 

prevent sediment erosion and run off, urban cooling and 

windspeed reduction



Ecosystems services and carbon capture approach - Green and blue infrastructure 
integration and linkages - Urban Greening - Biodiversity including pollinator friendly 
approach - Nature based solution to hard infrastructure, including the provision of SUDs

мΦрΦфΦн  tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ .ƻƴŘǎ ¢ƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ Χ
the protection of trees

1.5.10.3 Biodiversity 
ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜΣ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜΣ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴǎƛǘŜ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΧΦ
ǘƘŜ άǊŜǘŀƛƴΣ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜέ approach to biodiversity

.ǳǘΧ

1.5.4.5 Landscape Plans 



The State of our trees.

Our urban trees are in crisis county wide.

At a rough count over the last 20 years an 

alarmingly large percentage of our older urban 

trees have been felled, are dead or dying. Or 

have been ñnegatively prunedò  ñwhich has 

neglected their amenity valueò   (italics are 

councils own words and primary reason for 

felling the ones in Basin Road this spring!)



April 2017
A beautiful Rowan tree across the road from the library was excavated, its outer roots 

completely removed right at the beginning of the growing season in order to put in a fancy 

circular paving. This tree subsequently died over the next four years due to the damage, but 

even before it did so it was also pruned in its dying condition. It was never replaced



Same tree February 2022



2017.
Beautiful fruiting cherry beside the dental clinic moyderwell one of 4 

mature magnificent healthy trees. All now removed and replaced with a 

tarmac and concrete carpark.



Now a carpark for a few cars.

Not even one tree could have been saved?



March 2021 Dan Spring road, 12 magnificent 

poplar trees felled chopped up and removed  in 

just a couple of days. Health and Safety, Old age, 

disease, we donôt really know why.

Was it not ñfeasibleò or ñPossibleò to save any or most of these trees? There are 

plenty more on the park boundary same species same age perfectly healthy and 

growing. Did they all have to be felled together in one go? 

They have not been replaced



Dan Spring Road, These trees have not been replaced. 

Before After



March 2024  Basin Road 12 trees felled and removed,  

ñloss of amenity valueò due to ñnegative pruningò and 

irregular spacing..



Basin Road now, we are told they will be replaced!!  

Unfortunately you cannot replace mature trees such 

as these.



Lower Basin Road

These trees are next.. They were saved only 

because a distraught resident threatened to chain 

himself to one of them if they persisted in felling 

them!



These are examples of trees along Lower Basin View before the 

recent severe pruning carried out last Autumn 2023



After pruning 2024

Some of the trees are now very weak and dying but still being pruned 

regardless of condition or species



Best Practice Ireland
Cork County Council formally adopted a new strategy that aims to increase tree 

cover in Cork City and protect existing trees.. to more than 30% and that the 

average person should be able to see three trees from their windowé 

after receiving over 50 submissions from various groups and citizens

Dún Laoighaire-Rathdown have a detailed tree management strategy which 

outlines a very detailed understanding of the huge importance of urban trees and 

how they contribute to us and our environment.ò Form a key element of the countyôs 

infrastructure and are amongst the most important features in our towns, 

villages and rural landscapes.ò Adopting a really progressive management 

strategy to protect and enhance them for the future. Including introducing 

ñeducational tagsò that invite the community to ñengage in appreciation of 

their treesò, ñbenefits and learn of the critical role that trees play in mitigating 

climate changeò They have so much positive info on their biodiversity tree

section. With 5 different downloadable info pages that amongst other things list no 

less than 15 enormously important benefits of trees.



Best Practice UK  
Pruning to minimise damage and prevent stunting of trees. 

Special ground permeable ground cover to allow water to 

roots and is soft and flexible to prevent tripping and injury. 

Place overhead 

wires 

underground



Tree Protection Orders

I sought a tree protection order for this tree in 2022, I only received 

a response this last week to say it was refused on the grounds that 

the council ñhas not to-date utilised the statutory provision 

undert he Plannning and Development Act to preserve such 

treesò they said they ñconsider the safeguards.. and the 

process of consultation as the best mechanism to preserve 

and enhance trees of amenity valueò



The Beautiful Poplar Tree in Ivy Terrace on the 

boundary of the town Park was pruned this year 

2024

Before After



Tidy Towns Adjudication 2021. 
In regard to the mature trees in front of the Dominican Church it is not good 

arboricultural to cut the tops of trees because it allows fungi to enter the 

stem and hastens their decline. Regrowth will happen because roots have 

energy to do so. However the newly formed branches will need attention in a 

few years to prevent them becoming a hazard. We note that the response 

from the MD office does not state why this work was done in the first place.

We look forward to a tree planting design being implemented in Tralee when the 

tree strategy is finalised. There are several areas in Tralee, especially large car 

parks which badly need trees to reduce the extent of hard surfaces.

We are pleased to see a Tree Management Strategy especially because of 

negative publicity in recent years associated with tree pruning in the town. 

Since KCC does not have arboricultural or landscape expertise it makes sense 

that professional assistance was obtained. The need for formative pruning of 

young trees is mentioned in a small paragraph. That is very important matter as 

most poor quality trees are the result of the lack of formative pruning in the past. 



Hedgerow management is controlled by the KCC

Landowners are issued a directive in September to cut roadside hedges 

and have three weeks to do so in order to comply. Many landowners hire 

contractors to carry out this task. So the protection and management 

according to KCC 

ñcare of all our trees in County Kerry, including our precious 

mature trees and hedgerows as part of our history, heritage, 

biodiversity and connection with our local communities.ò ñprovide 
opportunities for.. biodiversity and wildlife migrationΦέ 
Is in the hands of mainstream contractors and we now see a serious decline in 
hedgerow species especially invertebrates and birds



Hedgerows, 

our fast disappearing wildlife corridors

Before


