
Kerry PPN Community
Newsletter Friday 5th July 2024

To all Kerry PPN members,
Please find contents of the Kerry PPN Community newsletter below.

It is important that the contact person who receives the newsletter shares it out to
all of their members and beyond.

Have a lovely weekend.

Kind regards,
Caroline and Andrea.

Kerry Public Participation Network Development Officer
Kerry Public Participation Network Support Worker.

ppn@kerrycoco.ie

(Caroline) 066-7183672/0876891105 (Andrea) 066-7183686/0874888360

Contents of the newsletter is as follows: 

Special thanks to Breeda O'Sullivan & Well Wishes
Ireland's Annual National Age Friendly Recognition & Achievements Awards
2024
Public Consultation on Wildlife Legislation
Minister O’Brien publishes the Dormant Accounts Fund Annual Report 2023
Public Consultation on a National Plan for Irish Language Provision in Early
Learning and Care and School-Age Childcare
Launch of the SDG Champions Programme 2024-2025
The 8th Annual Valentia Transatlantic Cable Station Lecture 2024
Feedback needed
Open Call : Artists Care Exchange (ACE) 2024
Let's talk about Public Participation Networks on this Your Council Day!
Discover the Urban Biodiversity in Tralee
Wild at Art - Siamsa Tire
Tralee Singing Circle for New Mothers, Pregnant Women & Babies
Kingdom Pride in Kerry
National Play Day with Kerry Library 
Kerry Women's Centre - July Actvities
KCC Road Closure Notice 

In Kerry PPN’s heart, you’ve played your part,

With dedication, strength, and heart.

Breeda, your journey here will shine,

A legacy of time, so fine.

Through every meeting, every plan,

You worked with care, lent a hand.

The Kerry PPN will feel your grace,

As you move to a new place.

Thank you for the plans you’ve sown,

For every seed that’s now full-grown.

May your path be bright and clear,

With every step, we hold you dear.

Thank you Breeda for all the hard work and dedication to the Kerry PPN over the
last year.

We wish you the very best wishes on your future endeavors.

Ireland's Annual National Age
Friendly Recognition &

Achievements Awards 2024

Due to high demand, the closing date for applications for this years National Age
Friendly Recognition and Achievement Awards 2024 has been extended.

The closing date is now Friday 12th July. This will not be extended again so
please help circulate this update and make sure you get your applications in
sooner rather than later.

If you have any queries at all, please do not hesitate to call the shared service
office on 0469032170 or email agefriendlyireland@meathcoco.ie

                                                 Background

The National Parks and Wildlife Service of the Department of Housing, Local
Government and Heritage is working to review and update wildlife legislation.

This includes the:

Wildlife Act 1976, Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2000 & European Communities (Birds
and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 related regulations.

This legislation covers areas such as the protection of birds, the protection of
certain wild animals, and the protection of certain lands, sites and habitats.

This is an extensive review and is a multi-year project and will be carried out in a
number of phases. It will examine the effectiveness of the legislation in protecting
wildlife, preventing biodiversity loss, and regulating activities that adversely
impact on wildlife and biodiversity. In doing so, it is seeking to strike an
appropriate balance between the needs of humans and the needs of wildlife. It is
also seeking to ensure compliance with Ireland’s obligations under the EU Birds
Directive, the EU Natural Habitats Directive and other relevant directives and
international conventions.

The purpose of updating the legislation is to ensure that it works better for wildlife,
for biodiversity, for the public, and for those who operate and interact with it. The
key focus of the initial phase of the legislation update will be on strengthening the
enforcement of wildlife crime and on addressing any legislative anomalies. The
project will run for a number of years, and it is anticipated that two new Wildlife
Bills and several new Statutory Instruments will be published arising from this
work.

The department recognises the importance of consultation and wishes to make
the process of revising wildlife legislation as open and transparent as possible by
allowing participation from members of the public and interested stakeholders.

Members of the public and all stakeholders are now being invited to make
submissions on the wildlife legislation review and update. The inputs received will
be used to inform and shape the development of Ireland’s wildlife legislation.

This is the first phase of public consultation. In this phase, views on the overall
project are being invited. As proposals emerge, further phases of public
consultation will be held.

How to get involved

The department invites members of the public, groups and organisations to make
submissions on the review and update of the Wildlife Acts and the European
Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 and related Statutory
Instruments.

If you wish to make a submission, there are two ways to get involved:

send any comments by email to: wildlifelegislationreview@npws.gov.ie

send comments by post to:

Wildlife Legislation Review, Legislation and Guidance Unit, 2nd Floor,

National Parks and Wildlife Service,

Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage,

90 North King Street,

Dublin 7, D07 N7CV.

The closing date for submissions is Friday, 13 September 2024 .

If at any time you wish to withdraw your submission please
contact wildlifelegislationreview@npws.gov.ie

Details of consultation

The guidance document outlines in greater detail the legislation that is covered
and not covered as part of this review. It also sets out a number of questions that
you may wish to consider when making your submission. It is strongly
recommended that you review this guidance document as an aid to making your
submission.

Submissions should be limited to 5,000 words. Submissions exceeding this length
will not be considered.

What we will do with your response and next steps

The department will review every submission received. The information provided
by respondents will be used to inform and shape the development of the wildlife
legislation review.

When this public consultation is closed and responses are analysed, policy for the
areas to be updated will be decided and settled.

For full details, go to https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/01388-public-
consultation-on-review-and-update-of-wildlife-legislation/

Minister O’Brien publishes the
Dormant Accounts Fund Annual

Report 2023
€52.2 million spent to help address disadvantage

Children, prisoners, carers and marginalised groups all supported through
fund.

Minister Joe O’Brien: “It is making a real difference to people’s lives now and
for the future”

Joe O’Brien, T.D., Minister of State at the Department of Rural and Community
Development,  published the 2023 Dormant Accounts Fund Annual Report.

Money in the Dormant Accounts Fund can be used to fund measures that address
economic, social, or educational disadvantage and to support people with a
disability. The 2023 Annual Report details that expenditure on Dormant Accounts
measures over the year amounted to €52.2 million across 11 Government
Departments.

Four case studies of measures supported in 2023 are included in the report;

Sail Training Ireland - The Dormant Accounts Fund provided €50,000 to Sail
Training Ireland. This enabled 63 young people from disadvantaged backgrounds,
or who had a disability or additional needs, to take part in science focused
voyages around Ireland. Without the funding these young people could not have
taken part and benefited from this experience.

Network for Teaching Entrepreneurship Programme (NFTE) - €300,000 was
provided to the NFTE Programme to engage young people who are experiencing
adversity and disadvantage to develop core skills in business and enterprise.
6,500 students were engaged in the programme in 2023, supported by 280
teachers, youth workers and volunteers. The programme has won awards at both
national and European level.

Community Based Health in Justice - Funding worth €278,000 was allocated to
the Irish Prisons Service to support the Community Based Health in Justice
Programme. This has focused on community based, prisoner led, actions to help
improve health, mental wellbeing, drug awareness and to reduce violence. The
project has demonstrated how peer led awareness raising and advocacy can
have a hugely positive impact across the prison network.

Tusla Education Services- The Dormant Accounts Fund provided funding of
€104,600 for 10 Home School Community Liaison (HSCL) coordinators serving
fourteen post-primary schools outside of the DEIS programme with high Traveller
and Roma enrolments. These HSCLs are in post across eight counties (three in
Limerick, two each in Tipperary, Offaly, and Galway, one each in Meath, Mayo,
Leitrim and Dublin). The programme is helping to engage the wider traveller and
Roma communities to become involved and engaged in the education of the
students.

Publishing the Annual Report today, Minister O’Brien said:

“I am delighted to publish the Dormant Accounts Fund Annual Report 2023 which
shows that funding of over €52 million was provided in 2023 to help address
disadvantage right across Ireland.

“The 46 measures included in the report were implemented across Government
and have helped to address a diverse range of issues such as providing
programmes to support children and youths; prisoners; carers; and marginalised
groups such as the Traveller and Roma Community.”

The annual report can be found here on gov.ie: Dormant Accounts Fund:
Annual Action Plans and Reports

Public Consultation on a
National Plan for Irish

Language Provision in Early
Learning and Care and School-

Age Childcare
Introduction

The Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth (DCEDIY)
is carrying out a public consultation on the development of a national plan for Irish
language provision in Early Learning and Care (ELC) and School-Age Childcare
(SAC).

The commitment to develop a national plan provides recognition of the importance
of high quality early learning and care that can support children’s holistic
development and recognition that the quality of early learning and childcare
provision is key to the realisation of benefits for children, including those relating
to early language development.

First 5: A Whole of Government Strategy for Babies, Young Children and their
Families and the 5 Year Action Plan for Irish Language 2018 – 2022 both contain
commitments relating to the further development of supports for Irish language
provision in ELC and SAC. First 5 includes commitments to introduce measures to
ensure that children in Gaeltacht areas have access to Irish-medium ELC and
SAC provision, and also to develop mechanisms to provide Irish-language
supports to ELC provision where there are high proportions of children who are
learning through the medium of Irish. The 5-Year Action Plan for the Irish
Language includes a commitment to develop a comprehensive plan for the sector.

Key themes that this consultation process seeks to address include:

Increasing opportunities to access Irish-medium ELC and SAC provision

Strengthening and supporting the delivery of Irish-medium provision

The role of the Irish language in English-medium early learning and childcare
settings

Equality and inclusion in ELC and SAC

Needs of both the native learner and learners of Irish as a second / additional
language in ELC and SAC

How to participate in the consultation?

We want to hear your views and consider them in the development of a
comprehensive plan.

Online survey - Complete a short online survey, available in both Irish and
English. You can access the survey at this link .

Written participation - You can send us a printed version of the survey or a
written submission by email to: qualitydevelopment@equality.gov.ie or by post
to:

Comprehensive Plan for Irish Language in ELC/SAC Public Consultation,

Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth,

ELC/SAC Quality Unit,

Block 1,

Miesian Plaza,

50 – 58 Baggot Street Lower,

Dublin D02 XWI4

What will we do with your answers:

Your inputs into the consultation will help to shape the development of a national
plan for Irish language provision in Early Learning and Care and School-Age
Childcare.

A report on the consultation findings will be published.

Consultation period closes 5 p.m. 12 July 2024

Full details can be found at https://www.gov.ie/en/consultation/c896b-public-
consultation-on-a-national-plan-for-irish-language-provision-in-early-
learning-and-care-and-school-age-childcare/

Launch of the SDG Champions
Programme 2024-2025

Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications, Eamon Ryan, has
appointed 20 new organisations from across Irish society to become Sustainable
Development Goal (SDG) Champions to drive forward Ireland’s progress towards

the SDGs.

The organisations have been selected from across the public, private, community,
voluntary, youth and NGO sectors, ranging from The Irish Girl Guides to Sligo

Rovers, ALDI to Mayo County Council, Junk Kouture to UCD. Already, 34
organisations and groups – large and small - have become SDG Champions

across the 2019-2020 and 2023-2024 programmes.

Over 90 Organisations applied to take part in the programme this year,
demonstrating the growing commitment of Irish society to live up to and promote

the goals which have at their heart equality, access to basic rights like clean water,
clean energy, food and shelter for all, and climate justice.

In addition, this year former Champion organisations will also have the opportunity
to continue promoting and progressing the SDGs as SDG Ambassadors.

Developed as a complement to the SDG Champions Programme, this role will
enable former Champions to continue their valuable work, contributing to the

promotion, awareness-raising, and implementation of the SDGs, on local, regional
and national levels.

Also this year, as part of a pilot project, the Champions will be joined by a
departmental partner. The Construction Procurement Policy Unit (CPPU) at the

Office of Government Procurement (OGP) will work alongside the new
Champions, building partnerships and enhancing stakeholder engagement. This
added partnership will help to achieve SDG 17: Partnerships for the Goals, and in

particular SDG 17.14 'Enhance policy coherence for sustainable development'
also a key Strategic Objective of the National Implementation Plan for the SDGs.

You can find out more about the 2024-2025 SDG Champions on the Department
of the Environment, Climate and Communications website.

Please see gov.ie for the full Press Release: https://www.gov.ie/en/press-
release/e68c3-minister-ryan-announces-20-new-sustainable-development-

goal-sdg-champions-for-2024-2025/

SDG Week – Save the Date!

Ireland’s Third SDG Week will take place this year from 20-29th September, as
part of the wider European Sustainable Development Week.

Details and information on registering events to follow soon. Watch this space!

 The 8th Annual Valentia
Transatlantic Cable Station

Lecture 2024  

On Friday July 19th, the Valentia Transatlantic Cable Foundation look forward to
hosting the 8th Valentia Lecture which this year will address the
topic “Transatlantic Relations – a beacon in a turbulent world “.

We are delighted to announce that we will be joined by Senator Jerry Buttimer
and Mr Billy Kelleher, MEP who will deliver keynote presentations on this topic.

Also, this year, in the spirit of Cyrus Field, we are including a panel discussion
with Ireland’s future leaders in enterprise, politics, academia and sport in which
they will be asked to reflect on the Ireland of today and to share their vision for
Ireland in 2040 and its place in a globally interconnected world. Minister for
Finance, Mr Jack Chambers, Shane Curran, former winner of the BT Young
Scientist and Founder/CEO of Evervault, Dan Hobbs Cofounder/CEO of ProtexAI
and Irish Olympian rower Monika Dukarska have confirmed their plans to take
part on the panel.

This year we will again be hosting an online “link-up” with Hearts Content in
Newfoundland Canada, which will feature a greeting from each country’s
Ambassadors.

Once again, the lecture will be held in the historic Cable Station in Knightstown in
Co Kerry, starting at 1.30pm and will be followed by a gala dinner at 8pm that
evening at the Royal Hotel.

There is no admittance charge to the Lecture at the Cable Station but as numbers
are restricted but please register at
https://www.valentiacable.com/events/. Please note that there will be no parking
available at the Cable Station. Tickets for the Gala Dinner are priced at €60 and
can be purchased at https://www.valentiacable.com/events/’

Agenda July 19th

1:30 PM – 2:00 PM – Guests Arrive

2:00 PM – 4:00 PM – Plenary Key Notes: ” Transatlantic Relations – a Beacon in a
Turbulent World “

4:00 PM – 5:00 PM – Panel Discussion: Irelands Future Leaders, ” A vision for
Ireland in 2040″

5:00 PM – 6:30 PM – Connecting with Canada, greetings from the Ambassadors

8:00 PM – 11:30 PM – Gala Dinner at the Royal Hotel

We have an additional item this year which may be of interest to you. At 9pm on
the eve of the event, Thursday July 18th, we have a special viewing of the new
Tyrone Productions documentary, 'The Cable that Changed the World’ with the
local community at the Royal Hotel. The community at Hearts Content in Canada
will be watching the show simultaneously and we will join that community by
'zoom' for a QnA with documentary producers after the show. The documentary
will be shown on RTE television for the first time on August 12th. We would be
delighted to see you there. Please email Info@valentiacable.com if you would
like to attend.

Feedback needed
My name is Claudia Kohler and I am the Education Officer at Kerry County

Museum.  Have you ever visited (or worked) at Kerry County Museum? If yes,
please complete this short 5-minute online survey:

https://forms.office.com/e/MJAKvGJiva

 What is the survey all about?I am currently studying for a MA in Public History and
Cultural Heritage in the Department of History at the University of Limerick. For my

dissertation, I am carrying out a research project entitled "Representation of
Vikings and Viking material culture at Kerry County Museum with interpretation

strategies for active public participation and meaningful community engagement”.
In other words, I would like to know what visitors would like to see happening in a
new exhibition. This short online survey has 16 questions in total and should take
no longer than 5 minutes to answer (I tested it!). I really appreciate you taking time

out of your busy lives to participate in my survey - thank you very much in
advance.  

A bit more information on the survey: 

Participation is completely voluntary and you can also change your mind about
answering the questions at any stage while completing the questionnaire. All data
is anonymous and confidential and will be used, disseminated and published in

the context of my research in the form of my dissertation, presentations and
proposals. I can send you a summary of the findings if you are interested in the
outcome of my research. If you have any queries or would like more information
about the project, please email Claudia Kohler at 22281576@studentmail.ul.ie.
This research study has received Ethics approval from the Arts, Humanities and

Social Sciences Research Ethics Committee (2024-02-23-AHSS). If you have any
concerns about this study or your participation and wish to contact an independent

authority, you may contact: Chairperson Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences
Research Ethics Committee, AHSS Faculty Office, University of Limerick Tel: +353

61 202286 Email: FAHSSEthics@ul.ie

If at all possible, please complete and submit the survey by Friday 5 July. (The
survey will remain open until Friday 12 July.)

Open Call : Artists Care
Exchange (ACE) 2024

Deadline: 12pm on Wednesday July 24th, 2024

Age & Opportunity is pleased to offer a unique professional development bursary
to professional artists with an interest and background in the arts and older people
in a care context.

The Artists Care Exchange (ACE) bursary is intended to help artists develop their
skills, contacts and professionalism so that they can work more confidently and
expertly with older people in a care setting. ACE also aims to help artists
understand the various ways to find paid work in this developing field.

Eligible professional artists from a wide range of art forms are encouraged to apply
to ACE, including but not limited to: visual arts, dance, theater, literature music,
circus and multidisciplinary arts.

Successful participants will commit to attending the seven sessions, which
are designed to answer their learning needs as a group. Each session will
comprise of delivery on a topic delivered by an expert and a chat session, with a
specific focus on arts and ageing in care. There will also be an opportunity for
participants to share their experiences and exchange tips and tools via the
presentation of case studies.

Timeline: August 28th to December 11th.  (Mentoring arrangements will end
January 2025.)

Application Requirements

The following materials should be submitted via the online application form no
later than 12pm on Wednesday July 24th, 2024.

Completed application form

CV or short biography, along with 3 examples of your work (ie selected images,
scripts, youtube links, a writing example of no more than 3 pages etc.)

The full course information and application guidelines can be found here:

FINAL-Artists-Care-Exchange-Participant-call-out-2024FINAL-Artists-Care-
Exchange-Participant-call-out-2024

The online application form can be found here:

Online Application Form

We  encourage artists who have previously participated in our Introduction to
Arts, Health and the Older Person programme to consider applying, as ACE
provides a natural progression to further their understanding and skills for working
in care settings.

Any queries relating to ACE may be directed to arts@ageandopportunity.ie
, including  requests for assistance with filling out the application form. You will
receive an acknowledgement of your application.  If you do not receive one within
48 hours of submission, please contact us immediately.

If you are having difficulty with the online application form, you can request a
downloadable version from arts@ageandopportunity.ie

Let's talk about Public
Participation Networks on this

Your Council Day!

Today is Your Council Day, a day to highlight the huge range of services and
amenities that County Councils and Local Authorities provide. From the provision
of parks and leisure facilities, arts centres and festivals, libraries, tourist
attractions, planning, roads, fire services and environmental protection, Councils
play a vital role in our day to day lives.

One way to interact with your council is to get involved in your local Public
Participation Network! A Public Participation Network (PPN) is a network that
allows local authorities to connect with community groups around the country. The
PPN is the 'go to' for all local authorities who wish to benefit from community and
voluntary expertise in their area.

This year, the Environmental Pillar is encouraging local groups to join their Public
Participation Networks. PPNs are great for meeting and collaborating with other
groups in your community, they provide information on funding and consultations,
and allow you to get directly involved in local decision making!

Take part today!

Post on your favoured social media about how you have used the PPN, what
benefits you've found, any changes you made through using your PPN. Use
#YourCouncilDay to spread the word!

Singing in a group for fun and stress relief. All are welcome.
Read more: https://kathryncrowley.eu/sing/

Notice is hereby given that, pursuant to Section 75 of the Roads Act 1993, and the
Temporary Closing of Roads Regulations 1994, Kerry County Council is
proposing to temporarily close to public traffic the following road:

-Road Closed: R-876 Kenmare Place\Main Street (From the Junction Mission
Road and Kenmare Place to the junction of Main Street and New Street)
Road Closing Times:
-From 12 noon on Saturday, 27th July to 8.00 a.m. on Monday, 29th July 2024
-From 12 noon on Saturday, 3rd August to 8.00 a.m. on Tuesday, 6th August 2024
-From 12 noon on Saturday, 10th August to 8.00 a.m. on Monday, 12th August
2024
-From 12 noon on Saturday, 17th August to 8.00 a.m. on Monday, 19th August
2024
- From 12 noon on Saturday, 24th August to 8.00 a.m. on Monday, 26th August
2024
- From 12 noon on Saturday, 31st August to 8.00 a.m. on Monday, 2nd September
2024

Reason for Proposed Closure: To manage pedestrian footfall during the period
proposed in the public interest and the continuance of temporary pedestrianisation
measures as previously implemented during the period proposed.
Alternative Routes
L-3909 Beech Road, Traffic can divert from Kenmare Place onto N71 Mission
Road onto L-3909 Beech Road and onto R-877 New Street
Any person having an objection to the above proposal should lodge same, in
writing, marked Road Closure, with the Administrative Officer, Roads,
Transportation and Marine Department, County Buildings, Tralee, County Kerry or
by e-mail to roads@kerrycoco.ie not later than 4.00 p.m. on Monday, 8th July
2024.
To enable the processing of submissions/ objections Kerry County Council can
legally process this information, as necessary, to comply with its statutory/legal
obligations. Such information will be processed in line with the Council’s privacy
statement which is available at www.kerrycoco.ie.
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